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Everyone welcome at the annual UUMH Welcome Back 
Pot Luck  on Wednesday September 13 at 5:00 PM at 
Ministers Point in North Chatham at Dolly Howell’s 
home.  Sign up on Sundays! 
 
Bring a chair and a dish to share, enjoy old friends and 
new, revel in the spectacular view, and maybe sing a song 
or two! Remember it is right on the water, so a sweater 
might be a good idea. 
 
 
Directions from the Meeting House: 
 Crowell Road to right on Stony Hill Road. Cross 
Route 28 and continue on Stony Hill which will become 
Scatteree Road. Follow Scatteree until it turns left and 
there you are. #224 is the only house on the right, right at 
that turn. Park on the lawn. 
  

Hope to see all of you there to help kick off another  
exciting year at the Meeting House. Any questions, call 
Dolly at 774-722-3520 or Mary Parsons at 432-7194. 
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 Board of Trustees 
Beth Avery, President 
Joan Caputo, Vice President 
Joe Zahka, Treasurer 
     At large members: 
Bonnie Brydges 
Robin Hubbard 
Judy Reed 
Margaret Tompsett 
 
Program Council 
Janice Bianculli, Chair 

STAFF MEMBERS 
 
MINISTER: 
    Rev. Edmund Robinson 
 edmuund@gmail.com  
MUSIC DIRECTOR:  
    Frank Toppa 
 ftoppa440@gmail.com 
UUYOUth: 
     Gail Eldredge 
              gailandterry@c4.net 
COMMUNICATION COORD.: 
     Andrea Pluhar 
chathamuu@gmail.com 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY: 
     Melissa Clayton uumh@uumh.net 
 SEXTON:  
     Ralph Bauer 
       ralphb1234@cs.com 

VISION STATEMENT 
   
We, the members and friends of the 
UUMH, strive: 
    To apply UU principles in our daily  
living, social actions, and community  
service; 
    To nurture a safe community that  
encourages intellectual, spiritual, and  
religious freedom and celebrates all the 
passages of life; 
    To welcome diversity and pluralism as 
essential for our connection with all  
humanity; 
    To provide fellowship, friendship, and 
fun, and to support a creative artistic and 
musical environment;  
    To sustain and promote a vital religious 
and spiritual lifespan education program.   

      
   A MONTH OF SUNDAYS 
 
  

September 3    Guilt in Three Flavors    
      Rev. Edmund Robinson 
 
 The sense of guilt is important to our sense of morality, but it can 
 work overtime and rob us of peace of mind. My hunch is that 
 guilt is often engendered by one’s religious traditions, even if one 
 was not brought up in a particular faith, so that there is distinctively 
 Calvinist guilt, Catholic guilt and Jewish guilt. Is this true, and does 
 it matter? 
 

September  10   Ingathering and Water Communion   
      Rev. Edmund Robinson 
 
 We start our congregational year with a ritual closing of summer and 
 blending of its waters.   Please bring a sample of water you have 
 collected to this annual ritual. 
 

September  17   The Child Is Father Of the Man   
      Rev. Edmund Robinson 
 
  One of the tenets of Emerson’s world-view was that the flower is 
 present in the seed and vice versa.  This goes beyond saying that all 
 things are interconnected; it seems to smack of a claim that 
 everything is everything else.   Does this make sense? 
 

September  24   Encountering the Sacred   
      Rev. Edmund Robinson 
 
 In our religious language, we often substitute “the sacred” where the 

 word “God” would appear in a more orthodox denomination.  Does 

 this actually shed any light on the subject?  Is a sacred realm any 

 more definable than “God”?  These reflections are stirred by my 

 recent witness of the death of my father-in-law.   
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 Sightings  
            the Rev. Edmund Robinson 
 
   
   “Rounding Cape August.”  The phrase came to me from Jacqueline’s brother-in-law Hal, who often uses it in 
his blog posts at this time of year.  It evokes a coastal sea voyage where you can’t see the next headland until 
you’ve come around this one. 
   The phrase captures the feeling of this time of year, when the sweltering heat of the summer may break for a 
few days and give us a harbinger of a crisp, cool fall, of turning foliage, of pumpkins and turkey.  If the fog 
would lift, we might see all the way down the shoreline to Christmas. 
   The rounding of Cape August has been fraught with difficulties for our family this year.  I had my car accident 
in late July, which left me with a cracked sternum and driving a rental and looking for a replacement to the gold 
Prius I am still grieving.   In the meantime, I had to do a lot of work to the duplex I still own in Lexington to 
enable a transition of tenants.   
   A happy event occurred early in the month when my father-in-law Charles Schwab celebrated his 95th birthday, 
but that joy was quickly eclipsed when he suffered a massive stroke in his apartment August 18.  The family 
gathered, and he died in hospice on the 24th without ever fully regaining consciousness. Charlie’s passing will 
make a big difference in our emotional lives, in ways we can only dimly imagine now. 
   So Cape August has proven to be a difficult rounding.  I am hoping for smoother sailing in the fall to come.  
Here’s what I wrote on social media:  
    It is hard to lose him; he was a very special person in my life. He lived a very full 95 years and brought great 
happiness to this family. 
   Here is a poem Charles wrote on turning 90, a hide-and -seek game with the Reaper, who has now had the last 
word. At my invitation, Charles read this at my Easter service on life after death in 2016. 
 
Reflections Of a Nonagenarian by Charles Schwab 
 

on reaching that reputed ripe old age: 
is this when life’s fruit is sweetest, 
when one should stop, lean over, 
and savor its succulent juiciness, 
 
then to consume it slowly, bite by bite, 
no letting it rot on the vine, 
or fall to fertilize the ground? 
 

The year nineteen twenty-two: 
How sweet it was for expecting parents. 
For this life a vintage year 
just past the period when 
  
the nation was gay but not in the way 
that some in the country are gay today. 
Neither gayness grabs me now 
 

as I turn and glimpse that black-garbed body 
topped by a hooded, scary face. 
What’s the hurry, I exclaim! 
Can’t you see that I’m not ready? 
        (cont. on page 4) 
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     Where there’s music, there can be love. (French)        

     FACTS MATTER FORUM 
 

Dr. Brian O’Malley  Tuesday September 12  7:00PM 

Dr. O’Malley has been a practicing physician on Cape Cod for over 40 years.  He is the founder and principal 

spokesperson for the Cape Care Coalition. He will speak on health care and its present trials in the US, especially on  the 

prospects for Single Payer,  etc. 

  (Sightings, cont.) 

A voice echoes from that childhood game. 
The seeker shouting to those in hiding: 
all around base are it, so 
ready or not, here I come. 
 

A mother’s warning too recalled: 
your father and I and the rest of the world 
choose not to wait until you’re ready. 
 

The only answer was to delay: 
long silence or just a minute, 
I’ve got to finish what I’m doing. 
 

So I say to the figure beckoning me 
that I’m almost ready, but not quite finished. 
One taste, a few more bites. 
Won’t you kindly try again later? 
 

Blessings, 
Edmund 

       UU 101  
  
The second  Sunday class on UUism will be on September 10,  at 1 PM with sandwiches in the Annex.  This class will 
cover mostly different subject matter than the first class, so that people are encouraged to attend both.  They are open to 
anyone who is thinking of joining, or long-time members, or just anyone curious about Unitarian Universalism.   
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     UUYOUTH 
  

   Rood and Gail represented the UUYouth at the dedication of the Habitat Homes in West Chatham on 
August 9th. We met the family who received the bookcase created by our students and filled by our 
congregation last winter. Our tour of their new home was exciting. We could feel the energy of the new 
home owners and the joy they felt to be able to live in their own homes that they built with their own 
sweat equity. 
   When we return to the Annex the Sunday after Labor Day, we will be creating yummy salads made 
from the vegetables we grew in the Earth Boxes (supplemented with produce from our other gardens). 
We hope to be able to share our bounty with the congregation during coffee hour. 
   Some of our summer visitors have left remembrances of their time here, so we will be doing a “clean up” either at a 
beach or other site.  
   We will get to know ourselves by writing autobiographies, which will be sent to young people at a different UU Church 
to establish relationships for a pen-pal program. 

 

 

   THRIFT SHOP 
 
Our season is winding down. Our last day to accept donations is Friday September 8. We will be 
closing up shop on Friday September 15. Check with Joyce Devoe, Liz Sjogren, or Janice 
Bianculli to see if volunteers are needed to help with closing activities. 
     

      

   MORE MUSIC AT THE MEETING HOUSE  
September 7   Dana McCoy   
  Rescheduled from August 31, Dana is one of the Meeting House’s extraordinary talents.  Songwriter, singer,  
  dancer and one of the cast of Wrinkles! 
 
September 14   Rum Soaked Crooks     
 Sea songs and chanteys.  Of course!  It’s Cape Cod. 
 
 Each concert is on Thursday evening at 7:30 pm.  A donation of $15 is suggested 

 
 
The sympathy of the Meeting House is extended 
to Jacqueline Schwab and Edmund Robinson on 
the death of Jacqueline’s father,  
 Charles Schwab (1922-2017) 
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         Books and friends should be few and good.                             

                  HOSTS AND USHERS FOR SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER 
 
September 3 - Music Committee - Joan Caputo 
September 10 - SGM - Sue Bauer/Barbara Rothenburger 
September 17 - SGM - Liz Sjogren  
September 24 - SGM - Priscilla Smith 
 
October 1 - Learning for Life - Judy Reed 
October 8 - Worship Service Committee – Dolly Howell 
October 15 - Board of Trustees 
October 22 - Finance Committee - Joe Zahka 
October 29 – SGM - Brenda Collins  
 
 
Here we are at the end of summer and we finally are having a string of good weather. Every summer is different, but 
somehow things at the Meeting House go on in the same fashion. People are at church on Sunday mornings, and there are 
refreshments and conversation on the porch. Thank you all for your help. 
It looks like the first Sunday inside will be Sunday October 1. That is when we move back downstairs to the Fleck Room 
and coffee and nibbles.   
 
Dolly Howell 

       

                    STANDING WITH CHARLOTTE 
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      THE GATHERING 
 
The Gathering concludes its summer schedule at Osprey Point Monday, September 11 at 5:00. Bring a chair, bag supper, 
bug spray, perhaps binoculars and your camera, and perhaps wine or dessert to share. 

Call Charlotte Edgecombe for more information 508-398-8516 
 
DIRECTIONS TO OSPREY POINT 
 
Take Forest Beach Road off Route 28 in South Chatham. Go about ¾ mile and take a left onto Bayview Road. Go about 
500’ and up the hill to what we call “Osprey Point.” 

CONGREGATE HOUSE 
    

The next scheduled Congregate Meal for UUMH is September 10th. 
Jackie Hebert Beale is in charge and can use a helper or two.  In the kitchen there is a sign up sheet on the cabinet on the 
left. Anyone interested may sign up there or call Jackie at 945-2131 or Barbara Waters at 945-3631. 
Thanking all in advance.  
If anyone is interested in finding out how the Congregate House works, please text or call Jackie and she will be glad to 
do an introductory visit!! 
Thank you to all who contribute as it is very much appreciated. 

     
              SAVE THE DATE 
 
 Sunday, October 22 will be a special Martin Luther 500th  Anniversary service.  Following the service, there 
will be a unique German coffee hour (a real Kaffeeklatch!), followed by a program on the amazing Martin 
Luther.  Mark your calendar now so you don't miss this important event.  

 
  

 
  
    

                HERE’S AN IDEA! 
 
The Membership Committee would like to suggest that at “coffee hour” look around.   Is anyone alone, visitor or even 
a member?   Go and talk to that person.  We want to make sure all our members feel welcome as well as visitors.  Also, at 
Sunday service why not sit in a different place, perhaps next to someone you don’t know well.  And, if someone comes 
and sits next to you who you do not know, do introduce yourself! 
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PEOPLE TO CELEBRATE      
   
  
September Birthdays 
 
2 Dorria Marsh 
4 Betty Twiss 
6           Thelma Dykens 
8 Jean Mangiafico 
11 Kenneth Davol 
12 Gail Eldredge 
18 Gene Pickett 
18 Bob Twiss 
20 Karen Nickerson 
20 Isabelle Needel 
21 Margaret Tompsett 
21 David Veach 
26 John DaSilva 
28 Rick Pike 
29 Stephen Davol 
 
October Birthdays 
 
2 Robin Hubbard 
3 Priscilla Smith 
4 Kim Howard 
5 Andrea Pluhar 
 
September Anniversaries 
 
11 Nancy and David Rollins 
22 Naomi Turner and David Veach 
29 Sue and Rick Pike 

THIRD MONDAY BOOK CLUB 
 
The Third Monday Book Club will meet 
on Monday,  October 16 in the Fleck Room to 
discuss The Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline. 
Newcomers always welcome, for the year or just for a 
particular book. Call Mary Parsons 432-7194 for more 
information. 

       DIRECTORY CHANGES/UPDATES 
     
  New member Dana McCoy’s address is 891 Long 
Pond Rd. Harwich 02645 
Her email is butterflymccoy@gmail.com; telephone is: 
347-996-7181 
 
Sybille Colby has a new address: 1104 Kendal Way 
Sleepy Hollow NY 10591 
And a new landline: 914-922-1117 
 
Laurie Noble has a new off-Cape address: 1930 
Broadway  Apt. 24B  New York City, NY 10023 

       SPECIAL NOTICE!! 

Please note that the date for the October 
Newsletter is different this month only.  
The deadline is the Monday before the 
usual Thursday. Please plan accordingly. 
The editor thanks you!!! 

       COMMUNITY OPPORTUNITY 

 
FISH is a Chatham organization which provides 
transportation to residents needing a ride to medical 
appointments on the Cape. It is a free service which 
uses volunteers to do the driving.  You could volunteer 
to drive any day, one day a week, or anything in 
between!  And you can always say no on a particular 
day. 
They also have volunteer dispatchers to match those 
needing a ride with available drivers. Do you have one 
morning a month available?  This is how it works: 
Anyone needing a ride calls Liberty Commons who 
then calls the dispatcher on duty that morning. The 
dispatcher uses a list of available drivers to connect the 
two. All it requires is a commitment to one day a week 
from 9:30-1:30.  
 Even if you are away for the winter, you could help as 
a summer or fill-in dispatcher or driver.  If you’re 
interested or want more information, please call Sue 
Bauer at 945-3264. And thanks! 

mailto:butterflymccoy@gmail.com
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