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 “NEWS FROM THE HILL” 
is published monthly year round by 
the UU Meeting House of Chatham. 
Editor:  Susan Bauer 
Layout Editor: Susan Bauer 
Publisher: Jan Young 

_________________________ 
SUNDAY SERVICES are 
 held at 10:30 AM each week. 
    _____________________ 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
next month is THURSDAY, 
JANUARY 21. Send items to Sue 
Bauer: Ralphb1234@cs.com 

 

 

 



UUMH NEWSLETTER         2                       JANUARY 2016 

 Board of Trustees 
Dick Eccles, President 
Bob Rice, Vice President 
Dolly Howell, Secretary 
Joe Zahka, Treasurer 
     At large members: 

Beth Avery 
Danielle Jeanloz 
Naomi Turner 
Program Council 
Sue Bauer, Chair 

STAFF MEMBERS 

MINISTER: 

    Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 edmuund@gmail.com  

MUSIC DIRECTOR:  

    Frank Toppa 

 ftoppa440@gmail.com 

UUYOUth: 

     Cheri Armstrong   

      cheriarmstrong@hotmail.com                                          

COMMUNICATION COORD.: 

     Jan Young  uumh@uumh.net 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: 

     Melissa Clayton uumh@uumh.net 

 SEXTON:  

     Ralph Bauer 

       ralphb1234@cs.com 

VISION STATEMENT 
   
We, the members and friends of the 
UUMH, strive: 
    To apply UU principles in our daily  
living, social actions, and community  
service; 
    To nurture a safe community that  
encourages intellectual, spiritual, and  
religious freedom and celebrates all the 
passages of life; 
    To welcome diversity and pluralism as 
essential for our connection with all  
humanity; 
    To provide fellowship, friendship, and 
fun, and to support a creative artistic and 
musical environment;  
    To sustain and promote a vital religious 
and spiritual lifespan education program.   

   A MONTH OF SUNDAYS 
 

January 3          The Santa Game   Rev. Edmund Robinson 

  
 Good little children, the theory goes, get the good toys and the bad 
 ones get ashes and switches.  This is a child’s version of the  
 theology of reward and punishment which says that the stakes in 
 how you live your life are what will happen to you after death.   But 
 does this hold water?  Does there have to be some cosmic reckoning 
 after death to make us good little boys and girls while we are alive?   
 
January 10   Does Everything Happen For a Reason?   
     Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 
 Many people believe that there is a reason behind everything that 
 happens, but is this really true?  If it were, there would be no such 
 thing as randomness.  And all misfortune would be due to something 
 bad we had done to deserve it. 
 
January 17     Let Justice Roll Down Like Waters  
     Rev. Edmund Robinson 
  
 We yearn for, struggle for, seek justice, but we will not agree on 
 what it is in particular cases.  When is the right time? 
 
January 24    A Humanist’s Guide to the Spiritual Dick Eccles 

 
 Dick draws on G. Peter Fleck’s idea about life being a “Tale That Is 
 Told”, and the transformative power of story-telling in our lives.   
 Stories which integrate our past, present, and future into a life of  
 accomplishment are tales that,  in their telling,  can build on our  
 interconnectedness and interchange with each other, and can lead 
 beyond  the rational into something spiritual.  
 

January 31     In the Deep Midwinter     Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 What faith does it take to believe the leaves will come back and the 

 bulbs flower?  What faith does it take to believe we can come back 

 from loss, suffering, injustice? 

************************************************************ 

 Who’s preaching this month 

 
Dick Eccles has been a UU for over 60 years, and involved in five churches 
before joining UUMH at its inception.  His two previous sermons here were 
entitled “Smiles of a Summer Morning“ on July 5, 2015, and “Creative  
Interchange”, given in 2010, and an earlier sermon was given in 1974 at the 
Summit NJ church.  Dick continues to serve UUMH as its President. 
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 Sightings 

 Rev. Edmund Robinson 

   
   
      
 Jacqueline’s father Charles Schwab (not the broker) is now 93, and has spent the last ten years 
of his life writing poetry.  Here’s one perspective on his advanced years that might resonate with some 
of us. 
 

     GRAYING 
 

   Sadly the years have gone away. 
   I’ve lived to see my heirs grow gray. 
   The girls not using any tint, 
   Now my son with just a hint. 
   My grandson I’ve seen from when he began, 
   Slowly, now quickly, becoming a man; 
   And nearly all from my generation – 
   A spouse of fifty years or more, 
   A brother who slipped away before –  
   Have passed on to the unknown station. 
   I’d hoped they’d all stay young, but hey, 
   I’m alive to see my heirs go gray. 
 

Happy New Year!  Edmund 
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           Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that. ( M.L. King)  

LEARNING FOR LIFE 

 
Our Learning for Life Committee has several interesting programs planned for the next few months. 
Check the Newsletter and the calendar for details as they become available. 
 
January 6  1:00 PM  Fleck Room 
We will be presenting the excellent documentary DVD Merchants of Doubt about how: 
1. the tobacco industry baldly denied the truth about tobacco and cancer to  protect their profits  
2. how the coal and other energy industry giants for similar reasons  have  continued to deny  the effects of their  
operations on climate change  .   
 
In February we hope to have a Rowland Scherman civil rights photography  exhibit. 
Also in February we hope to have Ted Keon or another coastal waters speaker 
 
In March we will show This Changes Everything, the new DVD on climate change by Avi Lewis based on his wife  
Naomi Klein’s recent bestseller by the same title.   
 
And on Sunday,  April 3, at 1:00 PM  John Seager, president of Population Connection, formerly Zero Population 

Growth will come from Washington D.C. to talk with us about the swelling  population of our  world and what can be 
done about it.  

   What a wonderful group of people you all are! The Angel Fund family we donated to this year will 

have had an awesome Christmas thanks to your overwhelming generosity. Your generosity is amazing, 

with five children to buy for.  Charlotte Edgecombe and I thank you all for sharing and caring—the 

Meeting House is indeed a special place. 

     

Sue Bauer 

 

 

THE GATHERING 

 
The Gathering, UUMH’s  women’s group, will meet on Monday, January 11 at 7PM in the Fleck Room.  All women,  
members and friends of the Meeting House are invited to attend. Call Charlotte Edgecombe (398-8516) for more  
information. 
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 ROGERS BUILDING FUND DRIVE 

 
       I  am pleased to report that we have now reached the $37,000 mark for the Rogers Building Fund. Our thanks to all 
for your support and your generosity. A special thank you goes to Jane Eccles for making her beautiful art a part of this 
drive. We have received a total of $2910 from this generous offer. 
       We will need only $10,000 more to reach our goal. So, if you have not pledged or sent in a contribution, please  
consider doing so. Happy New Year to all. 
 
For Building and Grounds Committee, 
Ralph Bauer 
 

 CAPE COD WATERS"     ART EXHIBIT FOR JANUARY 

 The January art show in our  Fleck Room features a variety of mediums.  As a Coffee Hour "perk" we know that you will  

enjoy seeing how our UUMH  artists are depicting the moods, whims, colors and states of that  ubiquitous compound we 

call  Cape Cod Waters. 

 

 
  

   
  
 

           

      ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The announcements given during the welcome part of the Sunday service should be for events taking place at 
the Meeting House only. This part of the service should be as “short and sweet” as possible. 

Any other events and/or news which involve our members and friends but takes place elsewhere should be sent 
to Jan in the office for inclusion in the E-blast and the Order of Service trifold.    
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 I have decided to stick with love. Hate is too great a burden to bear. (King)

 

 SAVE THE DATE 

 
The first of our 2016 monthly pot lucks will take place on Saturday, January 23 at 5 PM in the Fleck Room.  More 
details to come, but put it on your calendar and plan to come out and banish Old Man Winter…. 

       if he ever actually arrives!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 And you can put February 13 on your calendar for the next Pot Luck!!! 

HOSTS AND USHERS 
 
Thank you one and all for the regular help on various Sundays. It is nice to know that there will be ushers and hosts  
appearing on their assigned day.  I have been asked to remind everyone during the week of their assignments.  Our  
population in the winter comes and goes so if you know you want be able to cover the Sunday assignment please let me 
know. 
Happy Holidays to you all. 
Dolly Howell 
 
        Hosts and Ushers January- February 
 
Worship Service Committee - Dolly Howell - January 3 
Pastoral Care - Ann Diggs - January 10  
SGM - Priscilla Smith - January 17  
SGM - Bob Rice - January 24  
MUGGS - Ralph Bauer - January 31  
 
Learning for Life - Judy Reed- February 7  
Board of Trustees - Dick Eccles -February 14  
Finance Committee Joe Zahka - February 21  
SGM - Brenda Collins February 28  
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EMERGENCY CONTACTS 

 
Some time ago, the Pastoral Care Team created an Emergency Contact card which we asked each member/friend to fill 
out. The card lists emergency contacts, including family member and local friend/neighbor. 
 
The cards are kept in the office and are available only in an emergency and only to certain personnel. They have been used 
and have definitely proved their worth.  
 
If you have not yet filled out a card, we invite you to do so. If you are not sure whether you have done so or if your  
information has changed come see us as well!  Cards will  be available  during coffee hour. 

   
  
Many thanks to those of you who donated poinsettias and to Mary Parsons, Jackie Hebert-Beale, and Janice Bianculli for 

making it happen! Beautiful addition to the sanctuary at the holiday season. 

       

     WINTER STORM CLOSINGS 

  
We are coming into winter and the possibility of snow or ice which might make getting to the Meeting House difficult. The 
Program Council and the minister have developed a procedure for such times.  Whatever the Meeting House does, please 
decide on your own whether or not to venture out!  
Sunday Services: If a Sunday service needs to be canceled, the following will occur as soon after 8AM as possible: 

 An all-wide church email will go out to the congregation 

 The church phone message will announce the change (945-2075) 

 WQRC (99.9 FM) will be notified – we will be part of their closings list. 

 Other church events on Sundays or during the week: 

 The email and phone message information will remain the same as for Sunday closings.  

However, WQRC probably will not be called. 

  
PLEASE!!!  Make your own decisions based on your situation. Sunday services will not be canceled unless absolutely 
necessary, but consider your street, your neighborhood, your love – or not! – of driving in the snow.   
The most important thing is not the sermon, but your safety!!! 
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PEOPLE TO CELEBRATE      
    
 January Birthdays 

 
3 Fran Jones 
6 Laurie Fitzpatrick 
7 Naomi Turner 
8 Charlotte Edgecombe 
10 Betsey Stevens 
11 Lucy Painter 
12 Brenda Collins 
13 Read Moffett 
23 Ann Diers 
23 Adele Gorelick 
26 Beth Avery 
27 Grady Howell 
28 Ron Nickerson 
 
January Anniversary 
 

29 Linda and Bob Redding 
 

Special 80th birthday wishes to Adele Gorelick 

 

Special  50th anniversary wishes to the  

 Reddings  A THANK YOU 

 
 Laurie Noble called and wanted to say thank you for 
all the lovely cards and emotional support she received 
from the church when her husband Dick died. 

THIRD MONDAY BOOK CLUB 

 
The Third Monday Book Club will meet on 
Monday January 18 in the Fleck Room at 10:30 AM.. 
The book to be discussed is  The book thief  by 
Markus Zusak. 
 

Newcomers always welcome, for the year or just for a 
particular book. Call Mary Parsons 432-7194 for more 
information. 

    JOYS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 
 Welcome back Kara!!!   Kara Howard has just  
returned from a 2 ½ year Peace Corps appointment in 
Lesotho.   She had a very happy and successful time, 
but her mom Kim, father Kevin, and grandmother 
Nancy Stoddard are all really happy to have her a tad 

closer to home! 
 

   FOOD PANTRY 

  Food Pantry Sunday will January 10 
 

Non-perishables are always welcome. 
Note that there is now a box attached to the 
food pantry basket which invites your monetary  
donations rather than food if this works for you. All 
money will go directly to the Food Pantry. 

  STOP & SHOP CARDS 

 
Stop and Shop cards are available from Mary Chesnut  
or Mary Parsons before and after Sunday services.  
These are the same as cash when you are shopping, 
while also benefiting  the Food Pantry. 

 CONGREGATE HOUSE SUPPERS   

Our  next supper at the Congregate House will be 
February 17th. Thanks to all who shared their time 
and good will with everyone. We do have fun!  
Usually 2volunteers and an onsite leader. You may 
contact Barbara Waters (945-3631)or Jackie Hebert-
Beale (945-2131) with questions or to sign up for the  
supper. And a very happy Holiday. 


