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      2020 ANNUAL MEETING 
 
 
 
Our annual meeting will be held on June 21 following the church 
service.  It will be a virtual meeting on Zoom.  Friends are  
welcome, but you must be a member of UUMH to vote. 
 
You will be receiving a letter describing the requirement that you 
register in advance to vote.  Those registered will receive a mailed 
list of nominations and the proposed budget. 
 
The information will also be posted on the weekly Eblast in  
advance of the meeting. 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Joan Caputo, President 508-776-0319  joancaputo2@gmail.com 
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 Board of Trustees 
Joan Caputo, President 
Margaret Tompsett, Vice President 
 Dwight Wilson, Treasurer 
 At large members: 
Bonnie Brydges 
Robin Hubbard 
Joan Konopka 
Judy Reed 
  
Program Council 
Sue Bauer, Chair 

  STAFF MEMBERS 
 
MINISTER: 
     Rev. Tracy Johnson 
 arevtracy@gmail.com 
MUSIC DIRECTOR:  
    Frank Toppa 
 ftoppa440@gmail.com 
 COMMUNICATION COORD.: 
    Karen Murdoch 
 chathamuu@gmail.com 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY: 
Charlotte Edgecombe 
 Edgecombe@comcast.net 

VISION STATEMENT 
   
We, the members and friends of the 
UUMH, strive: 
    To apply UU principles in our daily  
living, social actions, and community  
service; 
    To nurture a safe community that  
encourages intellectual, spiritual, and  
religious freedom and celebrates all the 
passages of life; 
    To welcome diversity and pluralism as 
essential for our connection with all  
humanity; 
    To provide fellowship, friendship, and 
fun, and to support a creative artistic and 
musical environment;  
    To sustain and promote a vital religious 
and spiritual lifespan education program.   

      
   A MONTH OF SUNDAYS 
 
 

 June 7  The Meaning of UU Worship  Dick Eccles 
 
 This will be the seventh and latest in a series of UUMH sermons by 
 Dick which embody a humanist approach to finding the spiritual in 
 our ongoing expressions of community. This sermon considers how 
 humanists participate in a search for those elements of whatever we 
 experience together and which we find worthy. 
 
June 14 UUYouth  Service  
  
 The UUYouth program will host their annual service in the virtual 
 “big church.”  The children will present reflections from the past 
 year, read some of their favorite poems, sing songs, and share a 
 photo slide show. 
 
June 21              The Beauty of Community              Rev.Tracy Johnson 
 
 Today we will celebrate the beauty of this community symbolized in 
 our annual flower communion service.  Don't forget to send Rev. 
 Tracy a picture of yourself with your flowers!  See details in her 
 column inside. 
 
 
June 28 UUA General Assembly closing service   10:00 AM 
         Rev. Joan Javier-Duval 
 
 
 We will join the annual gathering of UUs in worship, a communal 
 worship experience streaming on uua.org/ga. Rev. Joan Javier-
 Duval, the minister of the Unitarian Church of Montpelier, VT, will 
 be the worship leader and give the sermon. We will have our own 
 Zoom Coffee Hour to follow. Details to access both of these events 
 will be in the weekly Eblast. 
 
 

 
 
 
  
WHO’S PREACHING 

Dick Eccles has been a UU for over 65 years, and involved in five churches 

before joining UUMH at its inception.  His previous six sermons at UUMH 

drew on humanist views of creative interchange and dialogue as a sacrament, 

and how these concepts can enhance our appreciation of beloved community. 
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Dear Ones, All –  

 

   What a gorgeous morning!  I write to you today having just returned from an early bike ride on the Cape Cod Rail Trail. It 

is less crowded earlier in the day and I, of course, wear a mask!  I do so to protect myself, to protect others and to serve as 

an example of what it means to care for our fellow human beings.  It is an action I can take that is grounded in our Unitarian 

Universalist values which ask me to be respectful of the worth of all individuals; to act with compassion in the wider world; 

and to remember the interconnected web of which we are all a part.   

   This past month, your Board of Trustees made the important decision that the Meeting House would remain closed 

through December 2020, with an opportunity to revisit the circumstances of the pandemic at that time. Somewhere between 

the UUA recommendation that our church buildings remain closed through May of 2021, Governor Baker’s statement that 

houses of worship could open now, and the State of MA guidelines and procedures for reopening, they have chosen the path 

of safety, inclusion, and practical response.  In doing so, we are making a statement about the worth and dignity of all our 

members; indicating that safety for all of us matters in these uncertain times and recognizing how very connected we are as 

a community.  What happens to one of us, to one degree or another, affects each of the others of us.  We will make our way 

through this time, working to find more creative ways to keep our connections alive until such time as we can safely gather 

face to face.  I applaud the thoughtfulness and care that the leadership of this church has taken on behalf of the Meeting 

House, combining science, reason, and compassion in their process.   

   On June 21st we will celebrate Flower Communion together and doing so virtually will be different and fun!  Please take a 

photo of yourself with a flower from your Yard or a photo of your flowers or plantings and email it me at  

arevtracy@gmail.com.   You can send more than one if you would like to!   

   June marks the last month that I will be with you in a very part-time capacity under the arrangements of our original 

sabbatical agreement.  While I have likely involved myself in more aspects of congregational life than we originally agreed 

to, I have done so willingly with the hope of knowing you more deeply in order to prepare for a fuller ministry with you.  I 

will be phasing out of my staff position with WE CAN this month, although I will continue to be involved in their justice-

focused mission with regard to women’s empowerment here on Cape Cod.  I do so in order to be more present to this faith 

community over the next two years.  Beginning in July I will be with you half-time as your minister,  and I look forward to 

serving this Meeting House, to journeying alongside you through these times of transition in our larger community and 

world, and to celebrating this powerful and amazing faith we share with all of you. 

 

Blessed be. 

Rev. Tracy   

 

 

    

mailto:arevtracy@gmail.com
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           Rainy days also have their gifts.            

 

 

 WHO’S NEW     (Liz Van Wye, for the Congregational Growth Committee) 
 
 
   New members Jon and Kathy Nye are finding that an unexpected silver lining of the COVID cloud includes zooming 
into services at UUMH from their home in the Albany/Schenectady, New York area.  Jon writes, with a smile, "there are  
unexpected benefits...not only do we get some small connection with other members, we can match names to faces better 
than with in-person name tags." 
 
   The Nyes have recently retired and look forward in the future to spending more time at their cottage in Chatham.  Kathy 
has a BS in Nursing from St. Anselm College and an MS in mental health nursing from Russell Sage.  Jon is a graduate of 
American University and holds a law degree from Penn.  Finding UUMH was a surprise.  "Neither of us has had any  
previous connection to a religious organization since adulthood," he wrote.  "That changed last summer when we happened 
upon a Sunday service and were made to feel at home, both socially and spiritually...We're glad we finally found what we 
were looking for." 
 
   At the moment the Nyes are keeping safe and busy inside. Along with many of the rest of us, they hope to get back to 

boating (maybe sailing?), fishing and shell fishing and attending UUMH in person when the time is right.  

 

   
A message for you from Stewardship 
 
The pledge campaign for 2020-2021 is officially over, but there are still several pledges that have not been  
received. Just a gentle reminder to PLEASE unearth the pledge card from that stack of to-do items and send it in 
as soon as you can. The campaign is looking to be very successful, but your help is still so important. 
 
With thanks and faith, 
 
Ralph Bauer, Pledge Chair  
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         UPCOMING SERMONS 

   Beginning in September, the Worship Service Committee will be looking for 2 people per month to preach at 

the Meeting House. Tracy will be in the pulpit twice a month and the committee hopes to have a visiting 

minister preach here once a month. That leaves a wonderful opportunity for you!  Have you always secretly 

wanted to be a preacher? Do you have a topic of interest that you would like to share with the congregation? 

Please call Dolly Howell (430-0604) to volunteer or to explore the possibilities. 

    

               SOMETHING YOU CAN DO 

The Pastoral Care Team, Small Groups, and random kind individuals are calling other church members just to check in, 

share news, hear another real voice. Make someone’s day! If you know of anyone who might need or like a call, or if 

you would like to volunteer to make a call or two, please call Sue Bauer at 945-3264 or email her at 

ralphb1234@cs.com. As we all know, one of the best parts of this Meeting House is its feeling of community. 

 

            IN MEMORIAM  
 
 
  The sympathy of the  Meeting House is 
extended to Joe and Debbie Zahka on   
the death of Joe’s mother 

                                                        
        HOSTS AND USHERS 
 
Since we will not be meeting together in the Meeting House on Sundays for several months, this feature of the monthly 

Newsletter is taking a break.  Bring your coffee to Zoom on Sunday mornings!   

   

mailto:ralphb1234@cs.com
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                  THINGS TO REMEMBER !! 
     
   
***** Consider mailing a check to the Meeting House each month to cover the amount you would normally place in the 

Offering bags each Sunday. Thanks. 

*****  When you send anything to the Meeting House through the mail, please remember that the address must be the 
Post Office Box, not the street address.   The PO Box is Box 18.   .  
 
***** CANCELLATIONS….. 

  
The Gathering has been cancelled until the Meeting House re-opens. 
  
The Third Monday Book Club has been cancelled  until the Meeting House re-opens. 
  
Tai Chi has been cancelled until the Meeting House re-opens. 
  
***** Please note that all the meetings listed on the enclosed calendar are Zoom meetings. 

  

  

      

               THRIFT SHOP  
 
As is probably already apparent, the  governing bodies of the Meeting House have decided to close the Thrift Shop for the 
Summer of 2020.   For the safety of our volunteers and the customers, it is definitely the wise decision.   Other Thrift 
Shops on the Cape have made the same difficult decision. Save your “treasures” if you can. We’ll be back, even if it’s not 
until next year. 
We can all be thinking of other, though smaller, fundraisers that can be safely held. Stay tuned and put your thinking caps 
on. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Barbara Hanrahan and Dolly 
Howell transforming the 
downstairs bathroom 
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      SMALL GROUP NEWS 
 
Hi all, 
 
I have had the privilege of being at all of our small group gatherings this past month and can attest to the value of 
community and sharing and caring and concern.  Groups have been attempting to find ways for absent members to share 
in the latest news, perhaps by recording or by instructing the mechanics of zoom. This, of course, brings up additional 
issues of recording and privacy and spontaneity, which then returns back to the original agreements made within groups 
of the covenant of operation each group planned to maintain.  Questions such as who are we?  Should we continue during 
this challenging time as a sharing group or a theme group?  What were our original goals together?  How have we been 
surviving and supporting others during this virus?  What have we experienced as silver linings during this period?   
 
Of course, on the personal level we shared grandchildren stories.  We heard tips of great TV offerings and even how to 
effectively boil a hard boiled egg!  Sightings of wildlife like eagles and new birds to the feeder as well as a huge raccoon 
wandering North Chatham all were shared.  Some are creating folders to house the many  
Corona-virus humor e-mails that are  circulating! 
 
One unifying theme that continued to emerge was the communication among friends and family that has increased with 
weekly zoom calls or phone calls or family members now living together or closer in proximity.  Relationships seem to 
have benefited in quality and quantity, regardless of  a distance.   
 
My original role with small groups was to steer new members or interested parties to groups where there were 
openings.  This is a great time to think about how to extend the value of the small group, and if groups would like to 
extend invitations to interested people, and how that might be handled.  The Zoom tool has been extremely effective in 
making these meetings possible. Perhaps some members who found themselves unable to attend physically might enjoy 
being part of, or returning to, a small group. 
 
At the moment we have 3 Zoom small groups.  One meets weekly on Monday afternoon, one meets twice a month on 
alternate Tuesday mornings and one meets once a month on a Tuesday evening.  I have been impressed by the 
importance each of these groups plays in the part of its members.   
 
 If you know anyone who has any questions regarding small group membership please direct them to me at 
gmtilton@capecod.net .  I know some are still wrestling with their zoom apps but this has been a learning curve 
for everyone, and we will all come out higher on the curve eventually! 
 
May your month ahead be filled with silver linings and good health. 
Gail Tilton 
     

mailto:gmtilton@capecod.net
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THANK YOU TO PRISCILLA SMITH & AN IDEA FOR YOU FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
Not only are we protected from Covid 19, and wearing beautiful face masks, but Priscilla raised almost $600 for UUMH. 
Her gift had the additional benefit of making us all feel loved and cared for. Call her at 945-1292 if you would like to buy 
one – or another one!  She asks only for a small donation to the Meeting House. 
 
 Instead of worrying about the loss of our income from the Thrift Shop, think of how you can follow Priscilla's example 
and do a small fundraiser.  Maybe you can make pies or offer to take photos of us. 
 
I am planning to begin a Task Force on fund raising for "the year without a Thrift Shop".  We will think of ideas and 
carry them out.  This will bring us together and help close our budget gap. 
Thanks again to Priscilla and her wonderful example. 
 
Joan Caputo, President 

             What we love to do, we find time to do.   

      A CHANCE TO HELP 
 
Andrew Davol’s significant other is facing serious health challenges, having suffered a stroke as a result of her ulcerative 
colitis. Andrew’s parents, Steve and Sally Davol, have accepted the offer of the Pastoral Care Team to provide occasional 
meals for Andrew and Jennie. The diet is very restrictive, but if you would like to help, please call Sue Bauer at 945-
3264. I have a list of foods that Jennie can tolerate. Andrew is very appreciative of our offer to help, so if you would like 
to cook them a meal—or at least talk about it—please call me.  This is one of those times when it takes a village—and 
UUMH is one of the best around. 

Hope springs eternal 
on the UUMH front 
lawn 
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PEOPLE TO CELEBRATE      
  
June Birthdays 
 
2 Joyce Sterling 
7 Dwight Wilson 
7 Edmund Robinson 
8 Walter Diggs 
9 Jeff Dykens 
15 Dave Van Wye 
17 Connie Johnson 
24 Joe Zahka 
27 John Raye 
28 Greg Heyl 
 
June Anniversaries 
 
10 Jacqueline Schwab and Edmund Robinson 
12 Debbie and Joe Zahka 
29 Greg Heyl and Eric Riley 

       JOYS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

  
 Jeff Dykens, after 28 years at Cape Cod Healthcare,  
has taken a new job as Chief Financial Officer at Duffy 
Health Center. 
 
Congratulations to Antonia DaSilva on her recent 
graduation from Smith College. Her thesis was 
awarded an Honorable Mention for the Tryon Prize for 
Art from the Smith College Museum of Art. 

     DIRECTORY CHANGES 
 

Jeff Dykens’  phone is now 774-836-3436 
Julie Dykens’ phone is now 508-237-9233 
 
Steve and Allison Shorey’s  new Boston  address is 
53A Belmont Street / Charlestown, MA 02129 

          MEDITATION GROUP  

 Our Meditation group is meeting every Saturday 
at 9:30 Via Zoom. 
Email  Gail Tilton at gigitilton@gmail.com  or 

call Joan Konopka  945-2141  for more info. 

                   UUMH CLASSIFIEDS     
(Please email Sue Bauer with your “ad” at  
ralphb1234@cs.com) 
  

****      Bill Conley has opened his Landscaping 
business, “William’s  Fine Landscapes.”   All sorts of 
yard work and planting  to get your yard beautiful for 
the summer..  Call him at 
774-209-0527. 
  
References available 
  
 

 
 

mailto:gigitilton@gmail.com
mailto:ralphb1234@cs.com

