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“NEWS FROM THE HILL”
is published monthly year round
by the UU Meeting House of
Chatham.
Editor: Susan Bauer
Layout Editor: Susan Bauer
Publisher: Karen Murdoch
_________________________
SUNDAY SERVICES are
held at 10:30 AM each week.
_____________________
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
next month is THURSDAY
October 22. Send items to
Sue Bauer: Ralphb1234@cs.com

Saturday October 10
81 Depot Rd. South Harwich
8:00-1:00
Remember to wear a mask!
Check out your storage spaces and bring us your treasures!
Call Mary Parsons (432-7194) or Dolly Howell (430-0604)
to donate.
Also, call Mary or Dolly to volunteer to help
either on the 10th or one of the days before the actual sale.
“It takes a village to raise a child”...and have a GREAT Yard
Sale! Lots of items that were headed toward the Thrift Shop
will be for sale!

Come and shop
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STAFF MEMBERS
MINISTER:
Rev. Tracy Johnson
arevtracy@gmail.com
MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Frank Toppa
ftoppa440@gmail.com
COMMUNICATION COORD.:
Karen Murdoch
chathamuu@gmail.com
FINANCIAL SECRETARY:
Charlotte Edgecombe
Edgecombe@comcast.net

Board of Trustees
Margaret Tompsett, President
Mary Parsons, Vice President
Lisa Evans, Treasurer
Joan Caputo, Secretary
At large members:
Robin Hubbard
Joan Konopka
Liz Van Wye
Program Council
Sue Bauer, Chair

VISION STATEMENT
We, the members and friends of the
UUMH, strive:
To apply UU principles in our daily
living, social actions, and community
service;
To nurture a safe community that
encourages intellectual, spiritual, and
religious freedom and celebrates all the
passages of life;
To welcome diversity and pluralism as
essential for our connection with all
humanity;
To provide fellowship, friendship, and
fun, and to support a creative artistic and
musical environment;
To sustain and promote a vital religious
and spiritual lifespan education program.

OCTOBER 2020

A MONTH OF SUNDAYS
October 4

Navigating the Divide

October 11

Reverberation

Rev. Kristen Farrington
Rev. Tracy Johnson

On this weekend when we honor indigenous people in America, we
will take a look at settler colonialism and how its impact can be felt
still today echoing through time to the present.
October 18

TBA

October 25

Thinking of You

Rev. Bill Clark
Rev. Tracy Johnson

Join with me in an exploration of shared ministry that is relevant for
our time at UUMH.

WHO’S PREACHING
The Rev. Kristen Farrington is upper school chaplain at St. Stephen’s and
St. Agnes School in Alexandria, VA. Previously, Farrington was the
executive director of the Religious Freedom Center of the Freedom Forum
Institute. From 2012 to 2016, Farrington was head of programs and
partnerships for the Tony Blair Faith Foundation in the U.S. Previously,
Farrington served as chaplain and department chair of religious studies at St.
Paul’s School for Girls in Baltimore and St. Timothy’s School in Stevenson,
Md. She has served parishes in Florida, California and New York.
Farrington is an Episcopal priest in the Diocese of Maryland.
Rev. Bill Clark received an M.A. from New York University in Deaf
Education. He worked in that career for 25 years. After walking into his first
Unitarian Universalist house of worship in Provincetown, he became the sign
language interpreter on Sundays. He also worked with the Provincetown
AIDS Ministry.
In 1995 Bill was accepted to Harvard Divinity School, graduating in 1999.
Bill took up his first ministry in Fort Bend County, TX. Missing his roots in
New England, he was called to First Parish in Lexington, MA in 2004. As he
was beginning his fourth year, health and heart concerns made him resign his
position, and he returned home to Provincetown. After healing and
recuperating, he became the sabbatical minister at the UU Church in
Barnstable. He was a contract minister at the Martha’s Vineyard church and
has been their called minister since 2016.
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Dear Ones, All –
We have entered into the autumn of the year, by far my most beloved season. The air is cool, but not cold; there is a
different angle to the sun that casts a beautiful glow across the landscape. It is a time of settling in to ‘hearth and home’ as
they say, and I particularly love this practice of ingathering and homemaking. I find in it a level of comfort regardless of
what is going on around me. The scents, too, of wood smoke and baking spice and fallen leaves awaken in me a calling
inward as we begin our journey toward the most introspective time of year to follow.
Meanwhile, all about us there is activity associated with our beloved Meeting House! The church year has begun and it
does seem different this year, having forgone the hustle and bustle usually connected with the summer on Cape Cod. Our
committees are meeting regularly. We have a fundraiser in the works – a yard sale on October 10th (See page 1!) Safety
precautions have been carefully mapped out for the day. Many of you know that we have lost the Annex space this year,
and so we have this opportunity to clean house and prepare to start fresh in the spring while making up for lost revenue
from the Thrift Shop closure these past several months. Your Board is hard at work ensuring the sustainability of our faith
community, and we are in the good hands of bright and creative leadership.
Our Social Justice Committee is planning a monthly book study for the year using the UUA Commission on Institutional
Change report, “Widening the Circle of Concern;” is offering opportunities to participate in ensuring fair and safe national
elections in cooperation with UU the Vote and Lower Cape Indivisible efforts; and is coordinating our monthly Split the
Plate collections for local social justice organizations. These are just a few of the things we have talked about, so look for
more information on ways to be involved with this lively and important group!
Outreach and Publicity, too, is working on policies around communications and social media. The folks on that team
want to know better who we are and what we stand for so that we can put the word out about our amazing community in
ways that reflect our highest and widest dreams. My challenge to you about looking at the documents concerning what we
value and believe, found on the front page of the August newsletter, in order to distill our thoughts into a commonly held
mission, still stands. Please take some time to go over these things together in your small groups and committees so that we
can begin to craft a true purpose for UUMH. Or you can just write or call to share your own personal discoveries! I am
here to listen and to walk with you on this path.
If you have been attending services for a while and are considering joining the Meeting House, I would be delighted to
talk with you about our faith and our community. It is my hope to formally welcome those of you who are new in this
season of coming home. I continue to be available for conversations with any of you who are struggling, as well as those
who simply want to develop a connection with the minister. Maybe you have ideas about the church that you would like to
share. In knowing you more deeply I am better able to serve.
I am excited to be with you all this year! I see so much potential in our midst. Our lives and our world are in constant
motion; change and evolution are at the heart of who we are as persons and as a people. We have work to do together, and
we have time to do it. The success of this congregation depends on the involvement of each of us, whatever gifts we bring.
Join with me, won’t you, in a time of crafting and meaning making that will ensure the viability of the UU Meeting House
of Chatham?
Blessed be.
Rev. Tracy
arevtracy@gmail.com/203-217-7991

PS Tracy will be on Silent Retreat October 2-7 and on vacation the
week of October 26. More info in upcoming Eblasts
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WORSHIP SERVICES COMMITTEE
It is so nice to see and hear from members of our congregation as we continue on with our virtual services. Please
encourage friends and neighbors to join us by contacting Karen in the office who will give our zoom connection for the
current Sunday. This will allow them to join us that day and into the future if they wish. karen@chathamuu.org
Some of you may have seen that when music is prerecorded the visual screen seems to dance and fade. In order to
make this not happen, you need to shut off the video on the menu at the bottom of the screen. It happens as a result
of the many people who are now tuning in.
Please remember if you have any suggestions for possible speakers to let us know. Also, if you have any questions about
the production and operation let us know.
Dolly Howell

PASTORAL CARE NEEDS YOUR HELP
The Pastoral Care Team is still here! But we need your help. “Once upon a time” we chatted with people at coffee hour
or various meetings, gathering information about congregants who were, perhaps, under the weather or in need of
assistance in some way. We have to connect with each other differently now. Let us know of any pastoral cares you
discover in your conversations with other congregants. We are ready and able to send cards, prepare meals, call people to
chat or just listen….but we can’t do it without all of you. Please call any member of the team and let them know what
needs to be done.
And remember, YOU are part of our Team. Any calls you make, any help you give, is so very welcome. You will help
someone feel connected and heard, and you will help out the Pastoral Care Team as well. Many, many thanks.
Mary Parsons 432-7194
Debbie Zahka 508-864-8331
Sue Bauer 945-3264

Everything changes but change itself. (John F. Kennedy)
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UPCOMING SERMONS
The Worship Service Committee is looking for 2 people per month to preach at the Meeting House. Tracy will be in the
pulpit twice a month and the committee hopes to have a visiting minister preach here once a month. That leaves a
wonderful opportunity for you! Have you always secretly wanted to be a preacher? Do you have a topic of interest that
you would like to share with the congregation? Please call Dolly Howell (430-0604) to volunteer or to explore the
possibilities.

CALLING ALL UUMH MUSICIANS - YOUNG AND OLD ALIKE!
We would love to highlight the many talents of this congregation. If you play an instrument and can record yourself
playing a two - three minute piece, it would be delightful to enhance our Sunday Services with an array of offerings
along with what we already have planned. Please be in touch if you would like to be included.
With gratitude Rev. Tracy

THINGS TO REMEMBER !!
***** Consider mailing a check to the Meeting House each month to cover the amount you would normally place in the
Offering bags each Sunday. Thanks.
***** When you send anything to the Meeting House through the mail, please remember that the address must be the
Post Office Box, not the street address. The PO Box is Box 18. .

IN MEMORIAM
ANN DIGGS
1932-2020
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UU BOOKS AVAILABLE FOR FREE TO YOU.
As we all know! things don’t always stay the way they were. The UU Library has been dismantled after several years. The
books listed below were in the UU Library for several years. They are now available to anyone who would like a good UU
read! They have been stamped UUMH and have book pockets, but are otherwise in great shape. Please call or email Sue
Bauer if you are interested in any or several of the titles (945-3264 / ralphb1234@cs.com)
Armstrong, Karen
Armstrong, Karen
Buehrens, John
Church, Forrest
Church, Forrest
Church, Forrest
Dawkins, Richard
Edington, Stephen
Fleck, G.Peter
Fleck, G.Peter
Fleck, G.Peter
Gaddy, C.Welton
Goodenough, Ursula
Haidt, Jonathan
Kubler-Ross, Elisabeth
Kubler-Ross, Elisabeth
………………
Moore, Thomas
Nhat Hanh, Thich
Pagels, Elaine
Patton, Kenneth
Shick, Stephen
Sias, John
Tolle, Eckhart
Van Wye, Dave
Wakefield, Dan

The great transformation
The battle for God
A chosen faith
Restoring faith
Love & death
Lifecraft
The God delusion
Troubador and poet (Ric Masten)
The mask of religion (2 copies)
Come as you are
The blessings of imperfection
First freedom first (separation of church and state)
The sacred depths of nature (early Fleck lecturer)
The righteous mind (Book discussion with Paul Sprecher)
Death: the final stage of growth
The wheel of life
The Meeting House on the green (First Parish, Concord, Mass.)
A religion of one’s own
Being peace
Beyond belief: the secret gospel of Thomas
The wonder of life (selections)
Be the change (readings: peace and justice)
100 questions that non-members ask about UUism
The power of now
Saving Ben Tre
The story of your life (spiritual autobiography)

We change, whether we like it or not. (Ralph Waldo Emerson)
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JOYS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Senior Times (!!) in the Cape Cod Chronicle
recently featured Rev. Tracy Johnson as our new 1/2
time minister. Whole page of her musings on how she
came to us, and what she hopes to do to support and
help us in this difficult time.

DIRECTORY CHANGES
Add to your Directory: Steven Keenan and Jacqueline
Venner, Courtney Keenan
24 Martha Kendrick Dr. Chatham 02633
Email: sjkeenan65@comcast.net
Steve: 774-212-7719
Jackie: 508-945-3430
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PEOPLE TO CELEBRATE
October Birthdays
2
3
4
7
8
8
9
9
10
11
18
23
24
25
26
30

Robin Hubbard
Priscilla Smith
Kim Howard
Terry Eldredge
Dana McCoy
Susan Nettleton
Vavara Conley
Barbara Hanrahan
Janet Young
Dolly Howell
Dick Eccles
Jon Nye
Sue Bauer
Stephania McClennen
Melissa Clayton
Ed Mangiafico

MEDITATION GROUP
Our Meditation group is meeting every Saturday
at 9:30 Via Zoom.
Email Gail Tilton at gigitilton@gmail.com or
call Joan Konopka 945-2141 for more info.

THIRD MONDAY BOOK CLUB
The Third Monday Book Club will meet on October
19 at 10:30 AM. Place to be determined. The book for
discussion is Between earth and sky by Amanda
Skenandore.
All are welcome to join the group, either for just this
book or for the foreseeable future! Please contact Mary
Parsons for more info on the group or
the meeting place for October
(432-7194 / marypmac@comcast.net)

REMEMBER TO FALL BACK NOVEMBER 1.
IF YOU DO IT THE NIGHT BEFORE, YOU WILL
BE ON TIME!

