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“NEWS FROM THE HILL” 
is published monthly year 

round by the UU Meeting House 

of Chatham. 

Editor:  Susan Bauer 

Layout Editor: Susan Bauer 

Publisher: Andrea Pluhar 
_________________ 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES are 

held at 10:30 AM each week. 

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  

next month is THURSDAY, 

March 23. Send items to  

Sue Bauer: 

Ralphb1234@cs.com 
 

 

  

       JOIN THE COMMON READ with FPB  
 

First Parish Brewster UU has invited UUMH to join with 
their members for a "Common Read Potluck" to take place 
on March 24th from 5:30 to 8:30 PM in their Parish Room.  
 
Dinner will be followed by a discussion of Rev. Dr. William 
Barber's book, The Third Reconstruction.  This timely book 
describes how moral movements can overcome the politics 
of division and fear. 
 
Sign-up after church on Sundays.  For those who wish to 
start reading now, you can  purchase the book through the 
UUA book store (www.uua.org) or get it from Amazon.  
 
This will be wonderful opportunity for our entire UUMH 
family to join other UU's for great food and discussion.   
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Board of Trustees 
Beth Avery, President 
Bob Rice, Vice President 
Dolly Howell, Secretary 
Joe Zahka, Treasurer 
At large members: 

Bonnie Brydges 
Danielle Jeanloz 
Judy Reed 
Program Council 
Sue Bauer, Chair 

STAFF MEMBERS 

 

MINISTER: 

Rev. Edmund Robin-
son,edmuund@gmail.com  

MUSIC DIRECTOR:  

Frank Toppa, ftoppa440@gmail.com 
UUYOUth: 
Gail Eldredge, gailandterry@c4.net 

COMMUNICATION COORD.: 

Andrea Pluhar, chathamuu@gmail.com 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: 
Melissa Clayton, uumh@uumh.net 

SEXTON:  
Ralph Bauer, ralphb1234@cs.com 

VISION STATEMENT 

 
We, the members and friends  
of the UUMH, strive: 
 
To apply UU principles in our daily  
living, social actions, and community  
service; 
To nurture a safe community that  
encourages intellectual, spiritual, and  
religious freedom and celebrates all the 
passages of life; 
To welcome diversity and pluralism as 
essential for our connection with all  
humanity; 
To provide fellowship, friendship, and fun, 
and to support a creative artistic and musical 
environment;  
To sustain and promote a vital religious and 
spiritual lifespan education program.   

      

   A MONTH OF SUNDAYS 
 

 

 March 5  Facts Matter, As a Matter of Fact  

     Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 
 Sermon originally scheduled for January; how can we manage any 

 enterprise, large or small, if we don’t know the basic facts about the 
 subject of our actions? 
 
 

March 12  Beauty in Numbers      Rev. Edmund Robinson  

 
 Emerson wrote, “no number tallies nature up,” but in the digital age 
 we have numbers essentially capturing most of the ephemeral  
 phenomena of life.  Can numbers hold life itself? 
 
  

REMEMBER TO 

SPRING AHEAD! 

 
 
 

 

 

March 19  Hope Does Not Trickle Down, But Springs Up  

     Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 
 In times when our spirits are being tested, what is the source of our 
 resiliency?  At the outset of spring, do we feel life returning? 
 
 
 

March 26  A Second Reconstruction    Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 Further reflections on Dr. Barber’s book, which is the common read 

 at UUMH and First Parish Brewster. 
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Sightings  

            the Rev. Edmund Robinson 
 
       Congratulations are in order to Dr. Michael Tompsett, husband of our member Margaret Tompsett, for the 
award of the Queen Elizabeth Prize in technology to him and three others for the development of digital  
photography.  If you grew up, as I did, with film canisters, developer, stop bath, fixer, enlarger and print paper, if 
you ever ran out of film just before getting the shot you needed, you know what a blessing it is to be able to take as 
many photos as you like with nothing more than a reliable power supply and reliable storage.  Margaret’s role was 
as the subject of the first digital photograph, which appeared on the front cover of a technical magazine at the time, 
making her the first digital cover girl!   
 
     Jacqueline and I had a very relaxing vacation in St. Croix, and I preached at the St. Croix UU fellowship on Feb-
ruary  12, conveying to them greetings from UUMH. Jacqueline gave a beautiful concert on our last day there, as 
well as playing for English Country dances all week with her quartet.  In between, I went snorkeling a lot and we got 
to sail on the 105-ft. schooner Roseway.   
 
     What is sanctuary?  I am concerned with what impact a shift in immigration policy at the national level will have 
on our corner of Cape Cod.  We greatly benefit  from, and depend on,  the labor of immigrants in a variety of busi-
nesses and non-profit enterprises.  I am going to be trying to find out what we can do to keep our visitors safe and 
keep them welcome here.  I’d be glad to discuss ideas with anyone about this.   
 
     Another huge looming issue is climate change.  I went to a “teaser” event in Boston yesterday for a weeklong 
conference on the “wicked” problem of climate change which will be put on by the Institute on Religion in an Age 
of Science on Star Island NH June 24-July 1.  This conference will explore both the technical side of the issue and 
the cultural and psychological dynamics of addressing it (that’s why it’s called a “wicked” problem).  I’ll be going 
and would love to have some company from the Meeting House.  There are discounts available for first time visitors 
to Star Island and other scholarship money as well. 
 
     And there are two UU gathering coming up which I’d like to tell you about.  The old district structure is 
rapidly evolving into a regional organization of the UUA, and the New England Regional staff is hosting a  
gathering for all UUs in the region, lay and ordained, April 21-22, 2017 in Woburn, just north of Boston.  This is an 
affordable gathering and will have many workshops of interest to all of you.  The bigger, national gathering with be 
the General Assembly which is in New Orleans this year, June 21-25.  It should be a riotous good time, and again I 
invite anyone who might be interested in going to talk to me. 
 
 
Blessings, 
 
Edmund 
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     Those who stand for nothing, fall for anything. (A. Hamilton)                      

FROM THE TREASURER  

 Good news from the Treasurer.  How often have you heard that phrase? 

 I will not bore you with the numbers, but the finances of the church are in very good shape this year.  After a HUGE second 
canvass, our finances are in the black.  At this time, income is ahead of projection and expenses are lower than 
projection.  In fact, if everything goes according to forecast, we may even have a large enough surplus to offset the  
deficit of last year. 
 
 If you would like to be bored by the numbers, send me an email and I will forward the most recent Treasurer’s report. 
 
Joe Zahka. Treasurer 
joseph.zahka@verizon.net 

FLECK ROOM FREEDOM FORUMS 
 
What does the future hold for freedom of speech, of the press, religion, assembly? Starting Saturday, February 25,  
Edmund will be hosting a weekly series of discussions on the constitutional freedoms which we now enjoy.  10:30 to noon. 
You are welcome to take the whole series or pick and choose.  Open to all, no admission. 
 
Schedule is:  
  
February  25   Principles of the constitution: Limited government, separation of powers, checks and balances, federalism  
  
March  4   Freedom of speech and of the press: obscenity, political dissent, influence of money on elections, limits on 

defamation lawsuits by public figures,  integrity of scientific research 
 
March 11  Right to privacy: search and seizure, birth control, abortion, interracial and same-sex marriage, data privacy 
 
March 18  Right to bear arms, to assemble and associate: gun control, private association's rights to discriminate, right 

of protest 
 
March 25  Free exercise and establishment of religion:  state religion, Hobby Lobby;  peyote case, church political 

endorsements  
   
Then in April: 
 
** April  1   Due Process of law 
** April 15   Equal protection 
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IN MEMORIAM   

 

JOHN REDFERN 

1921-2017 

 
Memorial Service at UUMH on Sunday April 2 

UU YOUth 

 
During the months of January and February, the UU Youth assembled; painted and decorated a book shelf for a 3 year old 

boy who will be moving into one of the Habitat houses being built in West Chatham. We will be invited to present the book 
case to the family at the dedication of the homes.  
 
While we worked on the project our youth reminisced about their favorite books when they were three. Luka Eldredge, had 
first-hand current thoughts about what a three year old boy would like. I am enclosing the list of titles in this newsletter and I 
will be preparing cards to display in the church. We are hoping that members of the congregation will chose a title and pro-
vide the book (new please) to include in the book case when it is presented. (Similar to the process for the Angel Fund Fami-
ly). We also invite parents and grandparents to donate books that were the favorites of their children and grandchildren. 
 
Many thanks go to Chris Simmons for prepping the bookcase; to Dwight Wilson for overseeing the assembly and Dorria 

Marsh for coordinating the decorating of the final product. 
 
In March we will again be learning about Buddhism with Jen Makihara. 
We will also be thinking about our spring project; hydroponics and container gardening with Dolly Howell and Barbara 

Blanchard to help feed friends. 
 

GOOD NIGHT MOON 
THOMAS THE TRAIN BOOKS  
DR.SEUSS BOOKS 
THE EGG IN THE HOLE 
WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE 
PAW PATROL BOOKS 
FIRE ENGINE BOOKS 
MICKEY MOUSE CLUB HOUSE 
THE UGLY DUCKLING 
PETER RABBIT 
THE VELVETEEN RABBIT 
THE RUN AWAY BUNNY 
MAKE WAY FOR DUCKLINGS 
RICHARD SCARRY BOOKS 
I SPY WITH MY LITTLE EYE, TREASURE HUNT 
HIGHLIGHT MAGAZINES 
GRANDFATHER’S JOURNEY 
PETER AND THE WOLF 
LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD 
THE LITTLE ENGINE THAT COULD 
CURIOUS GEORGE BOOKS (ALREADY ACQUIRED) 
FERDINAND THE BULL 
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HOSTS AND USHERS FOR MARCH AND APRIL 2017 

 
Sunday School Parents - March 5 
SGM - Priscilla Smith - March 12  
SGM - Bob Rice - March 19  
Pastoral Care - March 26  
 
MUGGS - Ralph Bauer - April 2  
Learning For Life - Judy Reed - April 9  
Ladies Lunch - Sue Bauer - April 16  
Board of Trustees - Beth Avery - April 23  
Finance Committee - Joe Zahka - April 30  
 
Worship Service Committee has finally finished the edited guidelines for the Ushers. They will be posted on the shelf with 
the keys and on top of the sound system in foyer. We have added a few more tasks to the list such as shades and the hearing 
aids, but, all in all, it is the same. Those of you that have been here for a few years can check it for clarification. Those who 
are new can use it as a guide. Our expectations are that it is not written in stone. We are appreciative of  everyone who is able 
to help us out. Thank you. 
 
Dolly Howell 

ITEMS FOR SALE 

 
UUMH bumper stickers, great on cars, cookie jars, all sorts of creative places! Only $2.50. On sale during Coffee Hour.   
Also on sale for $2.50 are copies of the 20/30 Anniversary Commemorative booklet. 

See Beth Avery for either...or both! 

AMERICAN  COLONIAL  HISTORY 

 
Merylle-Lee Thompson will  be starting a discussion group based on a series of DVDs entitled Great Courses and  covering 
American Colonial History.  A note from Merylle-Lee:  In view of recent events, the DVDs  may shed some light on some 
of the questions about our past, of who we are and what we must do, to continue on our road to Liberty and the Pursuit of 
Happiness.  Please sign up with her if you would like to join the group. The current dates are  February 24, March 10 and 24 
each at 12:30 in the Fleck Room. 
 
Questions ?  Contact  Merylle-Lee Thompson 945-3860. 

Hear the other side. (St. Augustine)                      
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THE GATHERING 

         
Second Monday of the month except in May (3rd Monday) at 7:00 pm 

All women in the Meeting House, friends and members alike, are welcome. 
Call Charlotte Edgecombe for more information 508-398-8516 

  
March 13 Game Night  in the Fleck Room 
April 10 Discussion: “ What did you love to do as a child and how did it influence 
  your choice of a career (or possibly not).”    
May 15  Yankee Swap-Bring a grocery bag full of stuff and we’ll see who has the 
   best or funniest treasures. Leftovers go to Thrift Shop.   

CONGREGATE HOUSE SUPPERS 

 
The next Congregate House supper will be March 19. One more helper is needed. Please call Jackie Hebert-Beale if you 
would like to help. 945-2131. Lots of fun and only a short time commitment (3:30-6:00). 

Memory  Lane!   What a wonderful picture of our own 
Lee Fuller who, as a nurse practitioner, was talking with 

nursery school kids during the 1980s. 

ANDREA’S HOURS     
 
Andrea’s hours: Andrea’s hours in the office at the Meeting House are: 
 Monday and Friday:  10AM to 3PM 
 Wednesday: 12PM to 5PM 

    
 
    

 . 
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WINTER STORM CLOSINGS 
 

We are coming into winter and the possibility of snow or ice which might make getting to the Meeting House difficult. The 
Program Council and the minister have developed a procedure for such times.  Whatever the Meeting House does, please 
decide on your own whether or not to venture out!  
 

Sunday Services: If a Sunday service needs to be canceled, the following will occur as soon after 8AM as possible: 

   

An all-wide church email will go out to the congregation 

The church phone message will announce the change (945-2075) 

WQRC (99.9 FM) will be notified – we will be part of their closings list 

 

Other church events on Sundays or during the week. 

The email and phone message information will remain the same as for  Sunday closings.  

However, WQRC probably will not be called. 

 
PLEASE!!!  Make your own decisions based on your situation. Sunday services will not be canceled unless absolutely 
necessary, but consider your street, your neighborhood, your love – or not! – of driving in the snow.   
The most important thing is not the sermon, but your safety!!! 
 

When your editor is a librarian,  these 
sort of photos just slip in! 

UUMH makes its feelings known 
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PEOPLE TO CELEBRATE      
   
March Birthdays 

1 Steve Henry 
2 Emma Eldredge 
10 Barbara Blanchard 
12 Helen Smith 
12 Ralph Bauer 
13 Jane Moffett 
16 Jane Eccles 
18 Phyllis Koppel 
18 Jeff Howell 
22 Eric Riley 
23 Sarah Needel 
24 Clay Howell 
28 Geri Appleyard 
 

Barbara Blanchard celebrates 90!! 
 
March Anniversary 

8 Joan and Joe Caputo 
 
April Birthdays 
1 Ann Wallace 
2 Jan LaBelle 
3 Harriet Wilson 
 

STOP AND SHOP Cards  

 
Stop and Shop cards are available from Mary Chesnut   

before and after Sunday services.  These are the same as 

cash when you are shopping, but also benefit the Food 

Pantry.   

 

THIRD MONDAY BOOK CLUB 

 

The Third Monday Book Club will meet 
on Monday, March 20 to discuss  The Curious Charms 

of Arthur Pepper by Phaedra Patrick. 
Newcomers always welcome, for the year or just for a 
particular book. Call Mary Parsons 432-7194 for more 
information. 

JOYS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
   
Absolutely wonderful and timely article in the  February 9 
Chronicle about Edmund and the role he, the church, and 
the community are trying to play in the current political 
unrest. Great pictures, too! 
 
This year's £1m Queen Elizabeth Prize recognizes the 
development of the technologies that turn light into digital 
signals. The award is inspired by and modeled on the 
Nobel Prizes for science. This year it is shared by 
Margaret Tompsett’s husband,  Dr. Michael  Tompsett 
and three others, for the development of the digital 
camera. The first ever color digital photograph was of  
Margaret, and appeared on the cover of  Electronics 
magazine. It became the face that launched a trillion 
digital images. Two separate articles in the Chronicle and 
the front page of the Cape Cod Times, too! 

DIRECTORY CHANGES 
    
Priscilla Dalrymple has a new email address:  

dalry9@comcast.net.  
 
New address for Steve and Betsy Henry:  
 1674 W. Klamath Dr. 
 Tucson, AZ 85704 
 

FOOD PANTRY 

   
Non-perishables are always welcome. 
Note that there is now a box attached to the 
food pantry basket which invites your 
monetary donations rather than food if this 
works for you. All money will go directly to 
the Food Pantry. 

UUMH LIBRARY 
  

Remember to check out the UUMH  
library off in the corner of the Fleck 
Room. Lots of thoughtful and thought-
provoking books are available for loan. Just sign the 
card in the back and leave it in the small box nearby 
and then read away for two weeks! 
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Common Read Potluck 
Friday, March 24, 5:30 to 8:30 PM,   

First Parish Brewster, Parish Room 

Come join the members of the 1st Parish for a pot-luck dinner and discussion on The Third Reconstruction, by the Rev. Dr. 

William Barber. The book available for sale on Amazon and on UUA.org. 

A modern-day civil rights champion tells the stirring story of how he helped start a movement to 

bridge America’s racial divide. 

 

Over the summer of 2013, the Reverend Dr. William J. Barber II led more than 

a hundred thousand people at rallies across North Carolina to protest 

restrictions to voting access and an extreme makeover of state government. 

These protests—the largest state government–focused civil disobedience 

campaign in American history—came to be known as Moral Mondays and have 

since blossomed in states as diverse as Florida, Tennessee, Wisconsin, Ohio, 

and New York. 

 

At a time when divide-and-conquer politics are exacerbating racial strife and 

economic inequality, Rev. Barber offers an impassioned, historically grounded 

argument that Moral Mondays are hard evidence of an embryonic Third 

Reconstruction in America. 

 

The first Reconstruction briefly flourished after Emancipation, and the second 

Reconstruction ushered in meaningful progress in the civil rights era. But both 

were met by ferocious reactionary measures that severely curtailed, and in 

many cases rolled back, racial and economic progress. This Third Reconstruction is a profoundly moral 

awakening of justice-loving people united in a fusion coalition powerful enough to reclaim the possibility of 

democracy—even in the face of corporate-financed extremism. 

 

In this memoir of how Rev. Barber and allies as diverse as progressive Christians, union members, and 

immigration-rights activists came together to build a coalition, he offers a trenchant analysis of race-based 

inequality and a hopeful message for a nation grappling with persistent racial and economic injustice. Rev. Barber 

writes movingly—and pragmatically—about how he laid the groundwork for a state-by-state movement that 

unites black, white, and brown, rich and poor, employed and unemployed, gay and straight, documented and 

undocumented, religious and secular. Only such a diverse fusion movement, Rev. Barber argues, can heal our 

nation’s wounds and produce public policy that is morally defensible, constitutionally consistent, and 

economically sane. The Third Reconstruction is both a blueprint for movement building and an inspiring call to 

action from the twenty-first century’s most effective grassroots organizer.  

Reprinted from The Beacon Press website 
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