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 “NEWS FROM THE HILL” 
is published monthly year round 

by the UU Meeting House of 

Chatham. 

Editor:  Susan Bauer 

Layout Editor: Susan Bauer 

Publisher: Jan Young 

_________________________ 

SUNDAY SERVICES are 

 held at 10:30 AM each week. 

    _____________________ 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  

next month is THURSDAY, 

MARCH 24. Send items to Sue 

Bauer: Ralphb1234@cs.com 
 

 

         

                     LEARNING FOR LIFE 

 
 
"Here's Lookin' at You, Squid!"   

Wednesday March 16 at 1:00 PM in the Fleck Room 

 
Description: Scientists and fishermen are working together to  
understand the ecology of squid around Chatham and beyond. 

 
Owen Nichols is a Cape Cod native, a Ph.D. candidate at the UMASS 
School for Marine Science and Technology, and has been the director 
of Marine Fisheries Research at the Center for Coastal Studies (CCS) 
since 2008. His primary interests include distributional ecology,  
fisheries oceanography, marine mammal/fishery interactions, and  
ecosystem-based fishery management.   
  
 
Working with commercial weir fishermen in Chatham, Nichols is  
studying the effects of environmental variables on the distribution of 
longfin inshore squid (Doryteuthis pealeii).  
 
 Understanding the responses of squid to temperature, oxygen, wind, 
and other factors has profound implications for the interpretation of 
abundance surveys and landings data, on which managers base  
decisions, as well as an understanding of the potential effects of climate 
change. 
  

 

 

 

***************************************************** 

 DAYLIGHT SAVINGS STARTS MARCH  13 
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 Board of Trustees 
Dick Eccles, President 
Bob Rice, Vice President 
Dolly Howell, Secretary 
Joe Zahka, Treasurer 
     At large members: 

Beth Avery 
Danielle Jeanloz 
Naomi Turner 
Program Council 
Sue Bauer, Chair 

STAFF MEMBERS 

MINISTER: 

    Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 edmuund@gmail.com  

MUSIC DIRECTOR:  

    Frank Toppa 

 ftoppa440@gmail.com 

UUYOUth: 

     Cheri Armstrong   

      cheriarmstrong@hotmail.com                                          

COMMUNICATION COORD.: 

     Jan Young  chathamuu@gmail.com 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: 

     Melissa Clayton uumh@uumh.net 

 SEXTON:  

     Ralph Bauer 

       ralphb1234@cs.com 

VISION STATEMENT 
   
We, the members and friends of the 
UUMH, strive: 
    To apply UU principles in our daily  
living, social actions, and community  
service; 
    To nurture a safe community that  
encourages intellectual, spiritual, and  
religious freedom and celebrates all the 
passages of life; 
    To welcome diversity and pluralism as 
essential for our connection with all  
humanity; 
    To provide fellowship, friendship, and 
fun, and to support a creative artistic and 
musical environment;  
    To sustain and promote a vital religious 
and spiritual lifespan education program.   

   A MONTH OF SUNDAYS 
 

March 6 The Face of Mercy Rev. Tracy Johnson 

 
  My recent reading of the UUA's Common Read, Just mercy by  
 Bryan Stevenson has sparked my thinking about what mercy looks 
 like in the wake of injustice brought on by racism and oppression in 
 our country. 
 
 

March 13 The Four Freedoms  Rev. Art Lavoie 

 

 Seventy-five years ago in his State of the Union Address,  
 President Franklin D. Roosevelt identified four freedoms that 
 were part of our national identity. He also stated that these 
 freedoms also applied "everywhere in the world." As we are 
 engaged in another fraught presidential election, it is a good 
 time to reflect  again on Roosevelt's words and these freedoms 
 that are enshrined in our way of life. 
 

 

March 20  When Gravity Waves, Wave Back 

    Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 
 The experimental confirmation of Einstein’s theory of gravity waves 
 reminds us that reality is not a simple thing.  Something which was 
 predicted by equations and theories turns out to be real.  Yet we 
 know that we believe in theories not confirmed by, or directly  
 counter to, the available evidence.  Is science a privileged way of 
 knowing?   
 
 

March 27 Is Death a One Way Street?  

    Rev. Edmund Robinson   
      

  Our Easter meditation examines the notion that death is the  
 irreversible end of life, a notion which some people take for granted. 
 Is this idea consistent with the account of resurrection in the Easter 
 story, and if not, how might we reconcile the two?  
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 Sightings 

 Rev. Edmund Robinson 

   
  
     What is secular and what is sacred?  When a citizen asked Jesus if it violated Jewish law to pay taxes to the 
Roman emperor, Jesus asked him to take a coin out of his pocket and asked him whose face was on the coin.  
The man replied “Caesar’s,” and Jesus told him to render unto Caesar that which was Caesar’s, and to God that 
which is God’s. 
     That might have been the first attempt to articulate a separation of church and state.  I wonder what Jesus 
would say about the parent who claims that Calmer Choice should be banned from public schools on the Cape 
because it is “Buddhist.” 
     It is an intensely political time in our community, state,  and nation.  The media are driven by the quest for 
viewers and readers, which translates directly into profits in the news biz, to report on every outrageous thing 
that any candidate says, and some candidates  have turned this to their advantage.  Drop into this toxic brew the 
death of the most notoriously conservative and combative Supreme Court justice, and the culture wars which 
have been simmering in this country have passed the boiling point.  Suddenly, there is something larger at stake 
in the political world than who will occupy the White House for four years – the entire direction of the law on 
major issues like abortion, climate change, voting rights, money in politics, hangs on who gets to occupy the  
vacant court seat. 
     UUs are not neutral on these issues, and I’m not asking us to be.  Our values must count for something in the 
real world.  On the other hand, we are a religious organization, not a political one.  The tax regulations require 
that our congregation not take an active part in partisan politics, while our members are free (and encouraged) to 
do so.  I do want to ask that we not wear partisan buttons in the Meeting House.  I want the Meeting House to be 
just that, a place to meet for people of all persuasions.  This is hard to enforce, but I ask your cooperation.  
 Partisanship is the biggest no-no.  Some of us in the last few months have raised the question whether the 
“Black Lives Matter” banner on the front of the building which I have proposed, is political.  It is definitely a 
statement of values, and could be construed as political, but it is not partisan in the sense that a lapel button for a 
candidate is.  
     Consider Pope Francis.  He celebrated Mass at the Mexican border, and once he was on a plane back to the 
Vatican, released a statement that to call for a wall to be erected at that border was not Christian.  Was this  
beyond the pale?  Pope Francis occupies a unique place within the hierarchy of the Roman Catholic Church; he 

was not speaking ex cathedra on this occasion, but when he does, his pronouncements are infallible under  
Catholic doctrine.  Even in ordinary discourse, his opinions carry a lot of clout with Roman Catholics, and his 
statement amounted to a dis-endorsement of Donald Trump, whom the polls put as the front-runner in the South 
Carolina Republican primary. 
     I admit I am disturbed by such a naked attempt by a foreign political figure to influence a U.S. election.  But it 
is also delicious to have someone with so much authority on what is and is not Christian to counter the claims of 
conservative candidates that their harsh, anti-poor, anti-Black, anti-immigrant, anti-Muslim positions are  
somehow blessed by Jesus.  Whose Jesus? 
     What is ironic is that most UUs would not consider themselves Christians today, but would definitely agree 
with Pope Francis that the proposal to build a giant wall on our southern border does not accord with the  
teachings of Jesus of Nazareth.  
 
 Blessings, Edmund 
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         Character is what you do when nobody is looking. (H. Huffman) 

 MORE FROM EDMUND 

 
Vacation.    

Jacqueline is fortunate that her quartet Bare Necessities is hired by a promoter named George Marshall in the late winter 

to put on a dance week in a tropical location.  Edmund is fortunate that he gets to tag along for a very modest price.  In 

odd years we go to St. Croix, USVI.  This year is even and we are going to Hawaii, to an eco-resort named Kalani 

Honua on the Big Island.  We’ll leave March 6 and return March 17. Art Lavoie has agreed to fill any need for pastoral 

care which may arise during this period.  

Conversations on Race: 

Session Three: Tuesday March 1, meet from 2:15 to 4:15 PM in the Fleck room   
Session Four: Thursday March 3rd 10 to 12 in the Fleck room. 
 
 
The Loom in the Annex and learning to weave 

 

     Some years ago we were given a loom, which has stayed unassembled in the Annex.  Some of you may 
know my friend Gretchen Tanzer of Orleans as a member of Cape Cid Fiddlers, but she is also a master  
weaver, and heads the Art department at Cape Cod Academy.  Gretchen  has made  a standing offer to help us 
assemble the loom and teach us how to use it.   Our loom is a tapestry loom, that is, it's designed  to produce 
pictorial weavings, not  abstractions. 
     I am hoping we can get some of our artists interested in this project. I would love to produce a new hanging 
for the wall to complement our present quilt for our 20th Anniversary in October.   
     I've invited Gretchen to visit the Meeting House on March 20 to talk to anyone at coffee hour interested in 
this project and to show some examples of what such tapestries look like.   
 

Who’s Preaching this month? 
 

 Rev. Tracy Johnson was recently ordained by The First Parish of Watertown, Unitarian Universalist in Watertown, MA 
where she interned as a student minister.  Tracy serves as a Community Minister in Harwich Port at WE CAN (Women’s 
Empowerment through Cape Area Networking) where her primary responsibility is coordinating the PathMakers Pro-
gram, a 10-month mentoring program for women in which she volunteered last year. She is a graduate of Andover New-
ton Theological School, receiving her Master of Divinity in 2014. Tracy lives in Harwich with her husband, Chuck and 
their rescue pup Emma, and enjoys walking near the ocean, gardening, weaving and cycling.   
 
Rev. Art Lavoie is a Unitarian Universalist minister who served our congregation in Dorchester, Massachusetts for the 
last ten years. He has taken a year off for sabbatical while he reflects on what he learned in Dorchester and where his next 
ministry will take him. He was born and raised in Ludlow, Massachusetts and graduated from the Starr King School for 
the Ministry in Berkeley, California in 2000. He is living in Wellfleet and expects his sabbatical will give him time to 
walk on the beach and re-discover the beauty and abundance that the Cape has to offer. 
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 UU YOUth 

Our Sunday school students created beautiful Valentines, which they delivered to Liberty  
Commons on Valentine’s Day.  They are preparing for the Children's Art Show in March.  Thank you so much to Jane 
Eccles, who helped them create a fabulous mural!  We are also very grateful for Jane's generous  
donation of painting supplies!    Happy Spring! 

 

  
  

   

 
 At the March on Washington, August 28, 1963, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. gave his “I Have a Dream” speech, while a 

young photographer named Rowland Scherman and a Unitarian Universalist minster from Atlanta named O. Eugene 

Pickett were among the quarter million people on hand that day, one to record the event for the U.S. Information Agency, 

the other part of a group of southern UU ministers who had come to Washington to support the African American case for 

civil and economic justice. Last Sunday, the two met for the first time at the Chatham UU Meeting House, exchanging 

copies of Scherman’s book of photographs and the booklet containing Gene’s sermon at UUMH and his remembrances of 

that time. 

  

       IN MEMORIAM 

   

     YOMA ELIZABETH HALL 

 

            1914-2016 
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       UUMH 20th Anniversary 
 

UUMH will celebrate its 20th Anniversary this October. Jim Robinson, who was instrumental in starting our  
congregation, will be our guest minister on Sunday, October 2nd to celebrate with us. We would like to hear from 
Founding Members who would like to share ideas and help us plan the celebration. Please contact Ron Nickerson at 
krnicker@comcast.net if you would like to help. 

         When your work speaks for itself, don’t interrupt. (Henry Kaiser) 

 

 HOSTS & USHERS  March-April 
   
Ladies Lunch - Sue Bauer - March 6  
Membership - Marion Harcourt - March 13  
SGM - Liz Sjogren - March 20  
SGM - Barbara Rothenburger - March 27  
 
Music Committee - Beth Avery - April 3  
Worship Service Committee - Dolly Howell - April 10  
SGM - Priscilla Smith - April 17  
SGM - Bob Rice - April 24  
 
It is good to see how accommodating everyone has been in regards to snow days and after 
coffee hours events. We are truly a very congenial and helpful congregation Thank you all. 
Dolly Howell.  

      
2016 Congregate Meals UUMH   

 

Co-Leaders for UUMH continue to be:   
Jackie Hebert Beale  (jahberh1@comcast.net)  
Barbara Waters  (bwaters14@comcast.net)  
 

Our next scheduled Congregate House Supper is March 20th. Thanks to Mary Chesnut and Sue Bauer for their offer to 
help.  The next scheduled date is May1. Barbara Waters will be on site leader with Janice Bianculli and Janet Jansson. 
Thanks to all for their generous help. 
We do have fun and enjoy the opportunity to engage with the residents. Please contact either Jackie or Barbara if you 
would like to help. We are scheduled for approximately one supper per month. 

       THE GATHERING   

The Gathering will  meet on Monday evening March 14 for "Movie Night" in the Fleck room at 7:00 pm. Popcorn and soda 
will be provided. We will watch The African Queen starring Humphrey Bogart and Katherine Hepburn. All women at 
UUMH are welcome. Please call Charlotte Edgecombe at 398-8516 for more information. 
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           POT LUCK  MARCH 19 

 PLAN TO ATTEND THE POT LUCK ON MARCH 19 IN THE FLECK ROOM AT 5 PM.     

 WE WILL HAVE A SLIGHTLY BELATED ST. PATRICK’S DAY CELEBRATION! 

SIGNUP FOR THE POT LUCK ON SUNDAYS OR CALL MARY PARSONS AT 432-7194 

 

            

      WINTER STORM CLOSINGS 

  
We are coming into winter and the possibility of snow or ice which might make getting to the Meeting House difficult. 
The Program Council and the minister have developed a procedure for such times.  Whatever the Meeting House does, 
please decide on your own whether or not to venture out!  
Sunday Services: If a Sunday service needs to be canceled, the following will occur as soon after 8AM as possible: 

 An all-wide church email will go out to the congregation 

 The church phone message will announce the change (945-2075) 

 WQRC (99.9 FM) will be notified – we will be part of their closings list. 

 Other church events on Sundays or during the week: 

 The email and phone message information will remain the same as for Sunday closings.  

However, WQRC probably will not be called. 

  

PLEASE!!!  Make your own decisions based on your situation. Sunday services will not be canceled unless absolutely 
necessary, but consider your street, your neighborhood, your love – or not! – of driving in the snow.   
The most important thing is not the sermon, but your safety!!! 

    

   PLEDGE CAMPAIGN   SAVE THE DATE 

The Stewardship Committee has announced that the Pledge Campaign for the 2016-2017 fiscal year will begin with 

a Pot Luck to be held at the Chatham Community Center on April 2.  Watch for details 
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PEOPLE TO CELEBRATE      
   
  March Birthdays 
 
1 Steve Henry 
2 Emma Eldredge 
10 Barbara Blanchard 
12 Helen Smith 
12 Ralph Bauer 
13 Jane Moffett 
16 Jane Eccles 
18 Phyllis Koppel 
18 Jeff Howell 
22 Eric Riley 
23 Sarah Needel 
24 Clay Howell 
28 Geri Appleyard 
 

 March Anniversary 
 
8 Joan and Joe Caputo 
 

April Birthdays 
 
1 Ann Wallace 
2 Jan LaBelle 
3 Harriet Wilson 

STOP AND SHOP Cards  

 
Stop and Shop cards are available from Mary Chesnut   

before and after Sunday services.  These are the same 

as cash when you are shopping, but also benefit the 

Food Pantry.   

 

THIRD MONDAY BOOK CLUB 

 

The Third Monday Book Club will meet on Monday 
March 21 in the Fleck Room at 10:30 AM.. The book 
to be discussed is  Just  mercy by Bryan Stevenson. 
 

Newcomers always welcome, for the year or just for a 
particular book. Call Mary Parsons 432-7194 for more 
information. 

 NEW BOOKS in the UUMH LIBRARY 

 
Meeting House on the Green : a history of The First 
Parish in Concord and its church 
 
Raising Ryland : our story of parenting a transgender 
child with no strings attached   by Hillary Whittington 
 
Timeless: Photography  of Rowland Scherman 

 

 
  

 
 

  

SPRING CLEAN UP HEADS UP 

 
Spring is just around the corner. We will be having a 
Spring Clean Up come May when the snow birds  
return. It was great fun last year. More to come in the 
next months. Think warm and Spring! 

 VOICES OF POETRY 

   BREAD & ROSES 

 
Join us for an afternoon of great poetry and music in 
honor of National Women’s History Month. 
 
Sunday  March 20  2-4 PM  at UUMH 
 
Free and open to all (suggested donation $10) 

 EMERGENCY CONTACTS 

 
 The emergency contact card lists emergency contacts, 
including family member and local friend/neighbor. 
 
The cards are kept in the office and are available only 
in an emergency and only to certain personnel  
 
If you have not yet filled out a card, please do so. If 
you are not sure whether you have done so, or if your  
information has changed, come see us as well!  Cards 
will  be available  during coffee hour. 


