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 “NEWS FROM THE HILL” 
is published monthly year round 

by the UU Meeting House of 

Chatham. 

Editor:  Susan Bauer 

Layout Editor: Susan Bauer 

Publisher: Jan Young 
_________________________ 

SUNDAY SERVICES are 

 held at 10:30 AM each week. 

    _____________________ 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  

next month is THURSDAY, 

DECEMBER 15. Send items to  

Sue Bauer: Ralphb1234@cs.com 
 

 

  

ANGEL                

FUND 
 

UUMH is once again participating in Chatham’s Angel Fund 
to help a local family have a merrier holiday. This year’s 
family is Mom  and 3 children, a 4 year old girl and two 
boys, ages 8 and 10. 
  
Basic clothing needs, toys, gift cards, many ways to help. 
  
So, be an angel again this holiday season! Choose a  
snowflake from the tree at the front of the church.  Each tag 
lists a particular gift or a just a dollar sign.  Return the gifts 
UNWRAPPED, with the snowflake attached. Include a gift 

receipt when possible. Buy washable; choose the larger size 

when given a choice. 
  
If you would rather make a donation, make checks out to 
UUMH and give them, or cash, to Jan Young, Sue Bauer, or 
Mary Parsons. They will turn your donation into gifts!  
  
 Please return your gifts or checks to the Meeting House 

 by Sunday, December 11. Questions? Please call  Sue   

945-3264 or Mary 432-7194. 
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 Board of Trustees 
Beth Avery, President 
Bob Rice, Vice President 
Dolly Howell, Secretary 
Joe Zahka, Treasurer 
     At large members: 

Bonnie Brydges 
Danielle Jeanloz 
Judy Reed 
 

Program Council 

Sue Bauer, Chair 

STAFF MEMBERS 

 

MINISTER: 

    Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 edmuund@gmail.com  

MUSIC DIRECTOR:  

    Frank Toppa 

 ftoppa440@gmail.com 

UUYOUth: 

     Gail Eldredge 

              gailandterry@c4.net 

COMMUNICATION COORD.: 

     Jan Young  

chathamuu@gmail.com 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: 

     Melissa Clayton uumh@uumh.net 

 SEXTON:  

     Ralph Bauer 

       ralphb1234@cs.com 

VISION STATEMENT 
   
We, the members and friends of the 
UUMH, strive: 
    To apply UU principles in our daily  
living, social actions, and community  
service; 
    To nurture a safe community that  
encourages intellectual, spiritual, and  
religious freedom and celebrates all the 
passages of life; 
    To welcome diversity and pluralism as 
essential for our connection with all  
humanity; 
    To provide fellowship, friendship, and 
fun, and to support a creative artistic and 
musical environment;  
    To sustain and promote a vital religious 
and spiritual lifespan education program.   

      

   A MONTH OF SUNDAYS 
 

 
December  4        Small Group Ministries Mysteries   Bob Rice 

  

  Bob Rice, vice chair of the Board of Trustees, presents the ins and 
 outs of the popular Meeting House program where we try to  
 understand our faith as it is lived in our lives. 

 

December  11        The Greatest Gift    Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 
 We don’t always realize love for one another, and we never realize it 
 as much as we might want, but the capacity to love and be loved is 
 the greatest gift we have in this life. 
 

December  18      The World Turned Upside Down  

     Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 
 In ancient Rome the end of the year brought the feast of Saturnalia, 
 which was marked by social inversion: the lowest were elevated and 
 the mighty were brought low.  Some of this tradition survives into 
 Christmas.  This year it really feels as if the world has turned upside 
 down.  Is this a bad thing?   
 

December  24          Traditional Service of Lessons and Carols    5PM 

    

 The traditional Christmas Eve Service features readings and carols 
 from the Christmas story.  No coffee hour. 
 

December 25    No Service 

 

  Oops! Christmas Day occurs on Sunday this year and since we will 
 have had a “high” service the evening before, and most of us want 
 family time on Christmas Day, we will have no service on December  
 25.  We will have a sharing service New Year’s Day. 

************************************************************ 
Who’s Preaching 

Bob Rice graduated from Bates College,  BU (MSW), and the State U of NY 
at Buffalo (PhD). He had a long career in Family Service organizations in 
Portland, ME, Akron OH, Highland Park, NJ, and Buffalo NY, and was  
Director of Policy Analysis and Development, Acting CEO, and Executive 
VP at Family Service America.   
 
After retirement, Bob and his wife Cil lived in Sunday River, ME until  

settling in Chatham.  He is a life-long Universalist, his father a UU   
minister. 
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Sightings  

            the Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 
 “These are the times that try men’s souls” wrote Thomas Paine as the prospects for American independence  
appeared the bleakest.  In the present moment between two national administrations, our souls are being tried in 
many ways. 
 
On the policy level, liberals are aghast at the prospect that the new administration may try actually to do some of 
the things that their candidate said he would do.  Some, for sure, may be dismissed as overheated rhetoric from a 
candidate who was addicted to the provocative statement and the free media attention it got him.   But he is 
showing by his cabinet picks that he meant at least some of what he said, and we who care about climate change, 
immigration, racial justice, LBGTQ rights (to name but a few) will have to shift into a mode of loyal resistance, 
prepared to thwart regressive measures with all ethical and legal means at our disposal. 
 
But that is only the most public layer of our soul trial, and while liberals are gnashing our teeth, there are others 
in the country who are hopeful that they will get the change they thought they were voting for.  And this points to 
the deeper issue that it seems more patent than ever before that liberals and conservatives live in separate  
realities, and there is precious little common ground between them.   
 
This chasm between worldviews becomes evident just as America’s families are preparing to settle down to  
dinner together and count their blessings.  How will we give thanks if we can’t respect each other enough to even 
talk about the things we care about most deeply?   
 
It is in this private, intimate setting that the soul is most acutely tried.  Are we really committed to loving living?  
Are we prepared to do unto others as we would have them do to us?  Does love really trump hate? 
 
Many of us are having trouble speaking to our neighbors and relatives.  Others are losing faith in the goodness of 
the American people.  Reach down deep, my friends.  Find the love in your hearts.  Our first principle asserts a 
covenant to affirm and promote the inherent worth and dignity of “all persons.”  It doesn’t say “all persons who 
voted the way I want them to vote.”  It doesn’t say “all persons who are pure of heart and free of all thoughts and 
words I would find oppressive and offensive.”  It says “all persons.”  This is where the rubber meets the road, 
folks.   
 
Blessings, 
 
Edmund 
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                      Every day is a new beginning. 

     DECEMBER HAPPENINGS 

 

 HOLIDAY FAIR 

 
UUMH’s annual Holiday Fair is coming up  on December 11 during coffee hour.. Small gifts, cards, knitted items, jams 
and jellies, created by members and friends, may all be available for you to buy for that extra little gift for someone  
special. 
 
You are asked to give 15% of your sales (or more!) to the Meeting House.  Please call Sue Bauer if you  have yet to re-
serve your table! (945-3264) 
  

POINSETTIAS 

 
Poinsettias will again be provided for the Sanctuary for the Christmas holidays. If you are interested in purchasing one 
for the display see Mary Parsons or call her at 432-7194. 
 

FIRST NIGHT 

December 31  First Night Chatham  As usual, the All Worn Out Jug Band will perform at 7 and 8 PM in the Sanctuary, 

and Saltwater Jazz, a group founded by our late member John Randall, will perform at 10 and 11.  First Night buttons 

are required for admission. 

  

  UUYOUth 
   
 

Since September, the children have gotten to know each other  and some of the older members of our church community 
as well.  They identified what they are thankful for and by the time you see this newsletter, they will have enjoyed our 
annual Thanksgiving Breakfast Feast for them and their parents, hosted by the Program Council. 
 
We collected almost $1,000 to send to the extended Cheron Family in Haiti. A huge THANK YOU to all who  
contributed. The funds have been sent to a family member who lives in Port-au-Prince, and he has distributed rice, oil, 
spaghetti, small amounts of cash and building supplies for shelters to the neediest of the family members living in remote 
villages.  
 
December will see us discovering how to share those things we were thankful for in November, exploring how different 
religions celebrate the holiday season and preparing for our part of the annual Holiday Celebration in church. 
As we wind down 2016, we will be discussing new beginnings in 2017. We will be working with Habitat to assist one of 
the families moving into the new homes in West Chatham along with many other projects. 
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  FROM THE TREASURER 

 

 Second Canvass 

 
Thanks to you, we had a tremendous response to the request for a second canvass.  47 of our members were able to 
pledge an additional $9,577 for the current fiscal year.  We should be able to have a balanced budget for the 
year.  Thanks! 
 
Joe Zahka, Treasurer 
 

  

   OUR BELOVED  “NONA-GERANIUMS” 
  

  

    

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
L to R Back Row:  Bob Raymond, Rev. Edmund Robinson (not a member yet!), Jim Robinson, Hoyt Ecker,  
Harmon Diers, Bob Twiss, Jean Raymond, Marion Harcourt 
 
R to L  Front Row: Gene Pickett, Thelma Dykens, Mickey Barnes, Ann Diers 
 
Missing from picture:  Joanne Arnold, John Blake, Lee Fuller, Margaret Poxon, John Redfern, Harriet Wilson 
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 LEARNING FOR LIFE:   LIVING AND LEARNING IN LESOTHO 
  
 Kara Howard will speak about her eye-opening  experience with the Peace Corps in Lesotho, Africa  in the Fleck Room at 
1:00 p.m. on Sunday, December 11.   

   
Kara is currently working towards a Master’s degree from Harvard’s Graduate School of Education in International  
Education Policy. Before returning to school, she served as a Peace Corps volunteer in Lesotho, working in a local primary 
school as an English teacher, youth group leader, and local teacher and volunteer trainer. Her work focuses on local  
language curriculum development that incorporates 21st century competencies while leaving space for local knowledge 
and culture. She has taught in a range of contexts including Lesotho, South Africa, Costa Rica and the United States. She 
received her Bachelor’s degree from American University in International Development, with minors in Education and 
Economics. She grew up in Chatham (and in the Meeting House!) and graduated from Chatham High School in 2009.  
 
  

THE GATHERING 

 
The Gathering will be celebrating Christmas at the home of Gail Eldredge on Monday evening December 12 at 7:00. 
We'll be sharing our favorite Christmas stories, listening to holiday music, and enjoying festive Christmas treats. Come 
to our Holiday Gathering for a wonderful experience of friendship and camaraderie. Call Gail or Charlotte for more info 
or directions. 
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    RESTORATION PROJECT UPDATE 

 
It has been a year since we began the restoration project.  Here is a list of what has been done. 
 
1.       The steps to the annex have been replaced with functional and attractive pressure-treated lumber steps and  
 railings.  We get high marks from the RE Program.  The cost was $4,900. 
2.       We have all enjoyed the added comfort of the pew cushions.  The cost was $6,900. 
3.       The building has been painted by Peter Luddy’s crew.  Because the shutters were painted by a volunteer, we were 
 able to save some money painting the trim and body of the church.  The total cost of the paint job was about 
 $14,000 – a bargain for a first-class job. 
4.       The upper shutters have been opened and shades installed.  The outside of the windows and storms are 
 washed.  We still need to wash the inside of the windows, but it is a big improvement already. 
5.       The concrete walk to the lower level has been patched.  It is now more functional, but not particularly  
 attractive.  Hopefully, the patches will survive the winter. 
6.       The lighting in the Fleck Room has been replaced with energy efficient bulbs and ballasts. 
7.       The foyer is less cluttered and more welcoming. 
8.       The refrigerator has been replaced with a more attractive energy-efficient model. 
 
A total of about $35,000 was raised with the Rogers Fund Drive.  We have spent about $27,000 on these projects.  There 
is about $11,000 remaining in the Rogers Fund (There was $3,000 in the fund before the drive).  There is $4,000 still  
outstanding in pledges to the Rogers Fund.  That means we should have $15,000 to complete the Phase 1 projects.  Next 
spring, we plan to pave the parking lot and create a sidewalk between the crosswalk and the lower level walk.  Refacing 
the front steps is on hold because the patch job continues to wear well. 
    

      DECEMBER - JANUARY  HOSTS & USHERS 

 
MUUGS - Ralph Bauer - December 4  
Learning for Life - Judy Reed - December 11  
Board of Trustees - Beth Avery - December 18  
 
SGM – Brenda Collins – January 1 
Finance Committee - Joe Zahka - January 8 
 Membership - Marion Harcourt - January 15  
SGM - Barbara Rothenburger - January 22  
SGM - Liz  Sjogren - January 29  
 
Last month we did not know whether we would be having church on Christmas Day.  The decision has been 
made that because we have a Christmas Eve Service, we will not have a Service on the 25th of December.  
However, on January 1st, there will be a service, and therefore there will be a need for Hosts and Ushers. 
The Worship Service Committee is in the process of rewriting the duties for the Ushers. They have not been 
revised since 2011. We are hoping to have the revisions for the New Year. At that time we will have a  
walk through of the added duties for all interested people. 
As the year closes, I want to thank all those who have supplied us with wonderful coffee hours and a welcome 
at the door and a help with our collections.  Things that keep the church going in body and spirit. 
 
Dolly Howell 
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     You must be the change you want to see in the world. (Gandhi)   

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
Pat Army plays in the New Horizons Band of Cape Cod. The band, directed by Alex Pendleton, will hold its Winter  
Concert on Monday December 12 at 4:30PM at the D-Y Regional High School on Station Avenue in Yarmouth.   
Non-perishable food items or cash donations are requested to benefit the Yarmouth Food Pantry. 
       
       *** 
       
Are you in a play? Singing in a concert? Involved in any non-UUMH activity which is having an event you would like 
publicized?  Looking for support for a fund raiser you work with? Why not send it to Sue Bauer who will list it in the 
monthly Newsletter under Community Events.  Get some “free publicity” for your pet projects or special events. 

   WINTER STORM CLOSINGS 
 

We are coming into winter and the possibility of snow or ice which might make getting to the Meeting House  
difficult. The Program Council and the minister have developed a procedure for such times.  Whatever the Meeting 
House does, please decide on your own whether or not to venture out!  
 Sunday Services: If a Sunday service needs to be canceled, the following will occur as soon after 8AM as 

possible: 

  An all-wide church email will go out to the congregation 

  The church phone message will announce the change (945-2075) 

  WQRC (99.9 FM) will be notified – we will be part of their closings list 

 

 Other church events on Sundays or during the week. 

  The email and phone message information will remain the same as for  Sunday closings.  

However, WQRC probably will not be called. 

 

PLEASE!!!  Make your own decisions based on your situation. Sunday services will not be canceled unless  
absolutely necessary, but consider your street, your neighborhood, your love – or not! – of driving in the snow.   
The most important thing is not the sermon, but your safety!!! 

   LOST AND FOUND 

 
Or in this case….Found. There are several jackets which have been left at the Meeting House for some time. Now that the 
weather is getting more consistently chilly, you may be wondering where you put them!  So, check your closets and your 
memories and then check the coat racks at the Meeting House! Then check downstairs outside the Fleck Room and  
 upstairs in the foyer. 
 
 And now a new entry! A tan wool coat was left in a garment bag on the rack outside the Fleck Room. It had  
Marion Harcourt’s name on it, but is not hers. 
   
If any of these sound familiar, please take a look and reclaim them! Thanks 



UUMH NEWSLETTER         9           DECEMBER 2016 

PEOPLE TO CELEBRATE      
   
 December Birthdays 
2 Sue Pike 
3 Danielle Jeanloz 
4 Mickey Barnes 
7 Liz Sjogren 
10 Vivienne Chapman 
11 Deb Rogers 
11 Dick Fewkes 
16 Barbara Rothenburger 
21 Margaret Poxon 
 
December Anniversaries 
24 Greg Heyl and Eric Riley 
28 Karen and Ron Nickerson 
29 Jane and Read Moffett 
 

Dick Fewkes celebrates 80!!! 

 

STOP AND SHOP Cards  

 
Stop and Shop cards are available from Mary Chesnut   

before and after Sunday services.  These are the same 

as cash when you are shopping, but also benefit the 

Food Pantry.   

 

THIRD MONDAY BOOK CLUB 

 

The Third Monday Book Club will meet on Monday, 
December 19  to discuss The Dressmaker by Kate Al-
cott. 
Newcomers always welcome, for the year or just for a 
particular book. Call Mary Parsons 432-7194 for more 

JOYS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 
 Alisa Galazzi has been named CEO of the Housing 
Assistance Corp., taking over in March for founder 
Rick Presbrey. 

 

   DIRECTORY CHANGES 
    
  
**Dorria Marsh’s email is incorrect in the Directory. 
The correct email is dorriam@gmail.com (that’s her 
first name and last initial) 
 
 **Harriet Wilson has moved off Cape. Her new  
address is: 
                             Brookdale-Ravenna  Apt #3 
                             141 Chestnut Hills Dr. 
                              Ravenna, OH, 44266 

     FOOD PANTRY 

   
Non-perishables are always welcome. 
Note that there is now a box attached to the food  
pantry basket which invites your monetary donations 
rather than food if this works for you. All 
money will go directly to the Food Pantry. 
 

UUMH LIBRARY 

 
Don’t forget to check out the UUMH 
library in the Fleck Room for  
something interesting and rewarding to 
read.   

  Congregate House 
 

UUMH is not scheduled for another Congregate 
House dinner until next year, January of 2017! 
 
We will be having a committee meeting with the 
Chatham Housing Coordinator sometime in early  
December to get a new schedule. 
 
We are so grateful for the folks who have offered to 
help throughout this year. Made the "work" lighter 
and enjoyable! 
 

Thank you, Jackie Hebert Beale and Barbara Waters. 


