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by the UU Meeting House of 
Chatham. 
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Layout Editor: Susan Bauer 
Publisher: Karen Murdoch 
_________________________ 
SUNDAY SERVICES are 
 held at 10:30 AM each week. 
    _____________________ 
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next month is THURSDAY 
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Sue Bauer: Ralphb1234@cs.com 

 

 

     

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
GATHER TOGETHER ON SUNDAY DECEMBER 15  
 
AT A VERY SPECIAL COFFEE HOUR TO HONOR,  
 
CELEBRATE, AND SAY FAREWELL TO EDMUND  
 
ROBINSON, OUR MINISTER HERE AT UUMH FOR  
 
THE LAST 12 YEARS. 
  

A FEW SPECIAL THINGS ARE PLANNED, AND, OF 

COURSE, THERE WILL BE MUSIC— AND CAKE! 

 

SO, SPREAD THE WORD AND MARK YOUR  

CALENDARS FOR THIS VERY SPECIAL TIME. 
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 Board of Trustees 
Joan Caputo, President 
Margaret Tompsett, Vice President 
 Dwight Wilson, Treasurer 
 At large members: 
Bonnie Brydges 
Robin Hubbard 
Joan Konopka 
Judy Reed 
  
Program Council 
Sue Bauer, Chair 

STAFF MEMBERS 
 
MINISTER: 
    Rev. Edmund Robinson 
 edmuund@gmail.com  
MUSIC DIRECTOR:  
    Frank Toppa 
 ftoppa440@gmail.com 
 COMMUNICATION COORD.: 
    Karen Murdoch 
chathamuu@gmail.com 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY: 
     Melissa Clayton uumh@uumh.net 

VISION STATEMENT 
   
We, the members and friends of the 
UUMH, strive: 
    To apply UU principles in our daily  
living, social actions, and community  
service; 
    To nurture a safe community that  
encourages intellectual, spiritual, and  
religious freedom and celebrates all the 
passages of life; 
    To welcome diversity and pluralism as 
essential for our connection with all  
humanity; 
    To provide fellowship, friendship, and 
fun, and to support a creative artistic and 
musical environment;  
    To sustain and promote a vital religious 
and spiritual lifespan education program.   

      
   A MONTH OF SUNDAYS 
 
 

December 1  Consuming our Way to Social Injustice and 
 Environmental Unsustainability Madhavi Venkatesan 
 
 We all have power in our daily decisions to contribute to 
 environmental pollution and global warming. These personal 
 decisions also contribute to where our products come from and who 
 is exploited in their making. We can work together to promote 
 consumption choices that foster social justice and conservation. 
 
 
December 8         Whataboutism    Rev. Edmund Robinson 
 
 Whataboutism is a technique in arguments made both on the left and 
 the right: a point is being pressed in one area of concern, say climate 
 change, and the opponent, rather than respond to the point just made, 
 responds by saying, “ yeah, well what about ...”  racism or abortion 
 or any of dozens of hot issues totally unrelated to the problem under 
 discussion.  Is this a legitimate tactic or a smokescreen?  Are all 
 justice issues related at some level, and do we have to solve all of 
 them to be concerned about any one of them? 
 
December 15   Sunday School Pageant and Homily   
      Rev. Edmund Robinson 
 
 The Sunday school will present a traditional Christmas pageant and 
 Edmund will give a short homily. 
 
 
December 22   Miracle Births   Rev. Edmund Robinson 
 
 The Christmas story is only one story of a miracle birth in religion 
 and folklore.  What is the underlying message of a miracle birth 
 story? 
 
December 24 (Tuesday 5 pm)   Christmas Eve Service  
      Rev. Edmund Robinson
     
 Traditional service of Lessons and Carols climaxed by candlelight 
 singing of Silent Night. 
 
December 29   Sharing Service  Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 Bring a song, story, poem or wish to share.  Informal service. 
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Sightings 
        the Rev. Edmund Robinson 
   

   
 Eleven and a half years ago, you called me to be minister of this Meeting House, only its second settled minister.  
In the search process, I told the search committee that I took seriously the idea that a UU minister represents the ongoing 
traditions of Unitarianism and Universalism, as well as parts of the Christian and Jewish traditions from which they sprung.  
Helen Pickett, a member of the search committee, said, “Well, yes, that’s what we want.  That’s what we are looking for.”  
 
 I have taken that as my mandate here.  Sometimes I will choose topics which deal with the problems of everyday 
life, such as loneliness, or disorganization or fear.  Sometimes I will do topics facing the public such as immigration and 
public integrity.  But I always wanted to be able to touch base with Channing, Ballou, Emerson, Francis David, Servetus – 
as well as Jesus and the Buddha.  We do not exist in a vacuum, though sometimes it seems like it out here on this spit of 
sand thrust deep into the ocean.  We are connected backwards in time to our heritage and outward into the wider world of 
liberal religion, the still wider world of religion in general, and the still wider world of the global secular society. 
 
 In my own spiritual development, I know that the task for me is to connect head and heart.  I go at the world head-
first, but I know and respect people who go heart-first, and my challenge is always to speak from both sources of knowing. 
 
 You have made me the minister I am.  You have told me when I connect and when I don’t, when I have  
successfully walked the tightropes that UU ministers have to walk -- between our Christian heritage and our humanist  
present, between reason and emotion, between science and spirit, between social apathy and partisanship, between sincerity 
and sophistication -- and when I have fallen off. 
 
 Nine months ago, I announced my retirement from UUMH, effective December 31.  I am still convinced that was 
the best thing to do in the face of the decline in numbers.  Your Worship Services Committee has worked hard to bring 
some of your favorite ministers to preach in the upcoming months.  As I look at the future of this congregation, relieved of 
the burden of supporting a full-time minister, my departure at this juncture may be just what you need to reach your full  
potential. 
 
 You have told me how much you’re going to miss me, and I am telling you how much I’m going to miss you.  This 
will be my longest pastorate, and Jacqueline and I will always have a tender spot in our hearts for the people of the “elbow” 
of the Cape who made a minister out of me. 
 
Blessings on us all, 
 
Edmund 
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                 Giving!  The only real joy is giving. (Charlie Brown) 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

    ANGEL FUND 
 
 
 UUMH is once again participating in Chatham’s Angel Fund to help a local family have a 
merrier holiday. This year’s family is Mom and 3 children, a girl age 7, and two boys, ages 11 
and 13.   Basic clothing needs, toys, gift cards, many ways to help. 
  
So, be an angel again this holiday season! Choose a mitten from the tree at the front of the 
church.  Each mitten lists a particular gift or a just a dollar sign.  Return the gifts 
UNWRAPPED, with the mitten attached. Include a gift receipt when possible. Buy  
washable; choose the larger size when given a choice. 
  
If you would rather make a donation, make checks out to UUMH with Angel Fund on the note 
line and give them, or cash, to Sue Bauer, or Mary Parsons or leave them at the office. We will 
turn your donation into gifts!  
  
 Please return your gifts or checks to the Meeting House by Sunday, December 8.  
 
Questions?  
 
Call  Sue  945-3264 or Mary 432-7194. 
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            UUMH  CHRISTMAS FAIR 
  
December 8 will see a mini-Christmas Fair in the Fleck Room right after the service. Several 
members will offer their hand-made treasures. Art, photos,  jewelry, cards, knit items, baked goods,  
and a special table devoted to the Sunday School children’s creations. Perfect stocking stuffers and 
beautiful gifts created by members who will donate a percentage of their sales to the Meeting  

           House. A win-win for  everyone!  Feel free to invite your friends – at 11:30 or perhaps entice them  
           to church first!  

 

        

     POINSETTIAS 

 

 Poinsettias will fill for the Sanctuary for the Christmas holidays. If you are 

interested in purchasing one for the display see Mary Parsons or call her at 432-7194. Cost is $6.00 each. Mary will 

purchase and deliver them to the Meeting House.  
  

                                                        
             CHRISTMAS RIBBON—-FREE FOR THE TAKING 
 
While putting up the Angel Fund tree, we have discovered a collection of Christmas ribbons – wide 
ribbon for decorating and narrow curling ribbon for gift wrapping. Free to anyone who would like it. 
Please talk to Sue Bauer or call her at 945-3264. 
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                                REMEMBER WHEN.......? 
 

Dear members, 
 
If you have some favorite photos of life at UUMH  (people, events, building) we would 
love to have  copies for a photo display at Edmund's party in the Fleck Room on 
December 15th.  
 
After the celebration, all photos will be placed in an envelope for Edmund to take home.   
 
You may post your photos before Coffee Hour on the 15th, or give them to Beth Avery in advance.  
 
Thanks for sharing the memories! 

  Halloween 
Sunday School Thanksgiving Breakfast 
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       MORE DECEMBER EVENTS 

 
December 15 after church – Edmund’s Farewell Party Cake and things to eat and drink and probably some music. 
 
December 17, 3 to 5pm   All Worn Out Jug Band at Snow Library, Orleans 
 
December 31 Chatham First Night featuring the Jug Band  here at UUMH at 7 and 8 pm.   Also, Jacqueline Schwab in 

 concert at the Congregational Church, 7 pm. 

 
 
 

 

  

       

              WHO’S PREACHING   
      
 Madhavi Venkatesan is the executive director of Sustainable Practices. She has a PhD in Economics from Vanderbilt 
University, a Masters in Sustainability and Environmental Management from Harvard, and a Masters in Environmental 
Law and Policy from Vermont Law School. A recipient of a Fulbright Distinguished Lectureship (Philippines), she has 
contributed to numerous books and journal articles on the subject of sustainability and economics.  Madhavi is presently 
a faculty member at Northeastern University in Boston. 

 

                          
   IN MEMORIAM 
    
              HARMON DIERS 
  
          1924-2019 
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            HOSTS AND USHERS 
     
December 1 - Membership - Barbara Blanchard 
December 8 - SGM -Bob Rice  
December 15 - Social Justice/Learning for Life 
December 22 - SGM - Sue Bauer 
 
January 5 - Board of Trustees - Joan Caputo 
January 12 - Finance Committee - Dwight Wilson 
January 19 - Worship Service Committee - Dolly Howell 
January 26 - Pastoral Care - Ann Diggs 
 
As the holidays are fast approaching and we head into a new year,  I wonder how it went so quickly. Here we are doing 
the same thing over and over again, week in week out, but somehow it's different.  
Happy Holidays to you all, and many thanks for your covering all the Sundays. 
 
Dolly Howell 

     Time is the most valuable thing a man can spend. (Theophrastus) 

                THE GATHERING 

 The Gathering will be meeting on Monday December 9 at 7pm in the Fleck Room. The program possibilities 
 for this evening are  
1. A Christmas movie 
2. A cookie swap 
3. Conversations re Christmas past and Christmas present  
4. Share stories about best Christmas present ever received.  
5. Share stories about the worst Christmas present you ever gave someone.  
6. A discussion regarding the future of The Gathering. Do we continue or not? 
 
Please call or email Charlotte to let her know if you are coming and what you’d like to do this evening.  508-221-0533 
  Edgecombe@comcast.net 
 
Refreshments and beverages would be appreciated/ 
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                                CONGREGATE HOUSE 
 
The next Congregate House Supper for UUMH is scheduled for December 1. It will be the last supper scheduled for 
UUMH. We had a discussion at the last Program Council Meeting, and it was decided that we would resign from the 
Congregate House after the December 1 Supper as we were finding it more difficult to recruit helpers, and fewer Residents 
were attending. 
Tracy Cannon who is in charge of the Congregate House via Chatham and Harwich Housing Authority, was informed of 
our concerns and understood the rationale. She was very thankful for our many years of participation. 
 
Once again, thank you all for your years of participation and kindness. Wishing you all a Happy and Memorable Family 
Holiday season. 

 
Gratefully,  Jackie Beale and Barbara Blanchard 

                WINTER STORM CLOSINGS 

Winter is coming with the possibility of snow or ice which might make getting to the Meeting House  
difficult. This is the  procedure for such times.  Whatever the Meeting House does, please decide on your own whether 
or not to venture out!  
 Sunday Services: If a Sunday service needs to be canceled, the following will occur as soon after 8AM as 
possible: 
  An all-wide church email will go out to the congregation 
  The church phone message will announce the change (945-2075) 
  WQRC (99.9 FM) will be notified – we will be part of their closings list 
 Other church events on Sundays or during the week. 
  The email and phone message information will remain the same as for  Sunday closings.  
However, WQRC probably will not be called. 
 
PLEASE!!!  Make your own decisions based on your situation. Sunday services will not be canceled unless  
absolutely necessary, but consider your street, your neighborhood, your love – or not! – of driving in the snow.   
The most important thing is not the sermon, but your safety!!! 

 

Discussion of 
Survey Results 
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PEOPLE TO CELEBRATE      
   
  
December Birthdays 
 
3 Danielle Jeanloz 
6 Jan Perry 
7 Liz Sjogren 
10 Vivienne Chapman 
11 Deb Rogers 
11 Dick Fewkes 
16 Barbara Rothenburger 
21 Margaret Poxon 
21 Lisa Evans 
30 Karen Murdoch 
 
December Anniversaries 
 
24 Greg Heyl and Eric Riley 
28 Karen and Ron Nickerson 
29 Jane and Read  Moffett 

      DIRECTORY CHANGES 

    

Edmund and Jacqueline’s cell phone numbers got 
reversed in the Directory. Please correct them to read: 
Edmund: 617-710-0508 and Jacqueline: 617-775-7553 
 
Please use Geri Appleyard’s cell number only: 
 508-241-5577 
 
New members Kathy and Jon Nye 
     357 Cayuga Rd 
     Niskayuna NY 12309 
     Phone: 518-374-5137 
     Email: jpnye23@gmail.com 

 
Barbara Holden’s email is holdenchatham@gmail.com 

 
Kathy and Tom Cole’s address is:  
  1700 E. Lakeside Dr. #60 
  Gilbert AZ 85234 

       BOOK CLUB 

 The Third Monday Book will meet on Monday, 

December 9 at 10:30 AM in the Fleck Room to discuss 

the book Rules for visiting by Jessica Kane. 

All are welcome for the year of for one particular 

book.  Call Mary Parsons for more info at 432-7194 

 

          MEDITATION GROUP  

The Meditation group will continue to meet Saturday 
mornings from 9:30-10:30AM in the Fleck Room. A 
change of venue will be announced ahead of time and 
posted at the Meeting House. 

mailto:holdenchatham@gmail.com

