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              WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 
 
 
 Welcome to four new members!  On Sunday November 22, 
Rev. Tracy Johnson welcomed four new members into the 
UUMH family...Steve Keenan, Jackie Venner, and their son 
Courtney, and Pavia. 
 
Earlier, in a socially distanced setting, they all signed the 
UUMH membership book.  Rev Tracy reported she "opened 
both sets of the front doors wide, set up two TV tables with 
the book, pens and gifts, and photographed from out in the 
entryway!  We stayed masked except for the individual  
photos."  UUMH Board President Margaret Tompsett shared 
some heartfelt personalized words of welcome with both 
families, noting how valuable they have each already been as 
part of our community.   
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Board of Trustees 
Margaret Tompsett, President 
Mary Parsons, Vice President 
Lisa Evans, Treasurer 
Joan Caputo, Secretary 
At large members: 
Robin Hubbard 
Joan Konopka 
Liz Van Wye 
  
Program Council 
Sue Bauer, Chair 

  STAFF MEMBERS 
 
MINISTER: 
     Rev. Tracy Johnson 
 arevtracy@gmail.com 
MUSIC DIRECTOR:  
    Frank Toppa 
 ftoppa440@gmail.com 
 COMMUNICATION COORD.: 
    Karen Murdoch 
 chathamuu@gmail.com 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY: 
Charlotte Edgecombe 
 Edgecombe@comcast.net 

VISION STATEMENT 
   
We, the members and friends of the 
UUMH, strive: 
    To apply UU principles in our daily  
living, social actions, and community  
service; 
    To nurture a safe community that  
encourages intellectual, spiritual, and  
religious freedom and celebrates all the 
passages of life; 
    To welcome diversity and pluralism as 
essential for our connection with all  
humanity; 
    To provide fellowship, friendship, and 
fun, and to support a creative artistic and 
musical environment;  
    To sustain and promote a vital religious 
and spiritual lifespan education program.   

      
   A MONTH OF SUNDAYS 
 
December 6 Can We Talk?   Rev. Tracy Johnson  
 
 A service about reimagining communication.   
 What speaks to you? How do you know you've been heard?  
 
 
    
December 13  Not Hearing  Rev. Paul Sprecher 
  
 All too often, our relationships falter because we're not really 
 "hearing" one another (in some deep sense).  Deep listening is a 
 technique - or, better, a way of life - that helps us hear by learning to 
 listen fully with our hearts, listen without judging or jumping to 
 conclusions or marshalling counter-arguments.  We could really use 
 more deep conversations in our communities and in our nation right 
 now! 
 
 
 
December 20   A Welcoming Light    Rev. Tracy Johnson  
 
 Today we celebrate the Winter Solstice.  What beacon do we turn to 
 in the stillness of this season?   
 
 
 
December 24     5:00PM Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  
    "A Service of Lessons and Music"  

  
 We are blessed this night with special music from among our 
 membership and an opportunity to connect as we gather virtually to 
 celebrate an ancient story of hope for our world. 
 
December 27        Sharing Service  Dolly Howell 
 
 A sharing of stories, poems, thoughts and music 
 
  
 
 
Who’s Preaching 
 

Many of us will be familiar with Rev. Paul Sprecher  who was our Sabbatical 

Minister from January to June, 2014.   He is currently minister at First Parish 

Bridgewater where he has some Sundays where he is not needed.  He lives in 

Scituate.   
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Dear Ones, All – 

     December conjures up so many memories for us.  We come from many traditions.  This is the month of Chanukah,  

Advent, Winter Solstice, Christmas, Kwanzaa and of course, Chalica, our distinctly Unitarian Universalist response to it all!  

And then we ring in 2021!  Religious or not, there are the many ways our families have instilled a sense of the season in us, 

and those ideas surrounded by a world that has its own priorities related to how we celebrate.  Some of these resonate and 

some do not. Perhaps you have created new ways of acknowledging this passage into the longest night and beyond into the 

light,  a blending of traditions based on the stories that each member of your household brings.  It is a time that can be filled 

with fondness and meaning making if we choose to have it be so, even as some of that may arise out of mixed emotions and 

complicated remembrances. 

     This year we are working hard to hold onto pieces of what we usually do tempered by the recognition of a worldwide 

pandemic that limits our ways to connect and feel the fullness of the season.  Families will find safely distanced ways of 

being together and feasts will be smaller, but no less amazing and delicious.  If you are a shopper in this season of giving, 

you are probably doing more of it online this year.  Our Meeting House sits on the hill waiting for our return when it is safe, 

and we are bringing the joy and beauty that is typically expressed there home with us.  I hope you ordered poinsettias to 

decorate with and to give as gifts.  We will still have a Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, albeit virtual, and in order to 

make that possible I have prepared gift bags with everything you will need.  They can be picked up at UUMH on Friday, 

December 11th at the same time the poinsettias are being distributed between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.  I look forward to seeing 

many of you that day, face to face, even if masked!  For those members in the area who can’t get out, we will make sure 

you get your bags.  We are blessed with so much talent in our congregation, and our service will highlight the holiday 

sounds they have selected to share. 

     This faith community is a gift to behold, a shining light on the hill in Chatham.  Our doors are closed, and the lights are 

off, but our hearts are open wide to one another and to the larger community.  It is wonderful to have such a beautiful  

building in a prominent location in town, but the real beauty resides within the members and friends who frequent this place 

in safer times.  That spirit has not been shuttered. We continue to gather as a welcoming congregation week after week to 

see one another’s faces, to hear each other’s voices, to share as one body seeking a good word and ways to turn what is  

spoken into action.  Behind the scenes we are alive and well, doing the business of the church, supporting those of us in 

need of a loving conversation or more, and sharing from our abundance with those in need in our community.  Our passion 

and compassion for this faith and its people are ever present. 

     The ancients of our hemisphere looked to the coming light in this time of the year, a way out of the darkness and into 

lengthening days of renewal and growth.  The seasons turn from year to year, the current matters before them of little  

consequence, excepting perhaps the changes our planet is experiencing at the hands of humankind.  We need this fallow 

time in order to prepare for what is next.  This is a time of stillness and introspection that gives way to new possibilities, 

like the cool dark earth that holds the seeds of tomorrow.  What can we, as a faith community, do with that?  What will you 

do, personally, with that?  What dreams will be sparked into existence?  What imaginings rise to the surface and begin to 

take hold?  I invite you into purposeful contemplation in this season of waiting and wonder.          (Cont. on Page 4) 
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            Keep your Christmas-heart open all the year round.   

 

 

   (Cont. from Page 3)     

 

     I invite you, too, to pick up the phone and reach out to one another, especially if you are alone or are thinking of  

someone who is. The sound of a friendly voice can mean the world when we are more isolated than we normally would be.  

And I hope you don’t mind if I check in from time to time myself!  If you are able to get outdoors, I encourage you to do 

so.  Bundle up and experience the cool crisp air and brilliant sunshine of wintertime.  I am here, as always, to listen to what 

is on your hearts and minds.  It is a gift to be present to each of you and I treasure the opportunities to do so. 

     May your holidays – whichever you celebrate and however you celebrate them – be wondrous, be 

joyous, be blessed. 

 

In peace – 

Reverend Tracy 

 

      
       UUYOUth 

 
 
 
 

       
Led by Jenni Makihara and Dorria Marsh, during the months of October and November, the UU RE  

program has been learning about the Native American people, the Wampanoag. We learned about sacred boxes and  
collected special things to put in sacred boxes we made. We have visited many sacred places on Cape Cod where  
thousands of the Wampanoag people lived hundreds of years ago including, the Yarmouth Historical Society Trails where 
the 100 year old weeping birch tree stands and where a model WeTu home stands.  We also walked the Indian Lands trails 
in South Dennis, where the Wampanoag would spend fall and winter times spearing fish and gathering shellfish. And, we 
hiked the John Wing Trail over in Brewster - where the Wampanoag would spend many spring and summer months  
hunting deer, farming corn and shellfishing.  The children practiced making clay pinch pots and weaving god's eyes, as 
well as practiced their walking meditation. This past week we read the story of the Pilgrims and learned about how they 
and the native Americans formed a friendship. We talked about how the Native American people helped the Pilgrims  
survive. And, learned the true origins of the Cornucopia horn.  The children were excited to share their work and their  
reflections with the congregation recently.  
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        POINSETTIAS…….LAST CHANCE! 
   
 Last chance to buy a poinsettia—or two or three— to enjoy in your own home, as we won’t have a sanctuary filled with 
them this year. The proceeds will go to the church to help defray expenses.  The poinsettias will be ready to pick up on 
December 11 at the church from,10:00 to 2:00.  However, you will need to sign up beforehand, so we know how many to 
purchase. Please either let Joan Konopka (945-2141) or Mary Parsons (432-7194) know what you would like. Small are 
$10, larger version is $15. You will be asked to pay by check this year. AND….. There will be a $2.00 Bake Sale going on 
at the same time!  Take home some cookies or bars or other treats for only $2.00 
  

    S                           ATMEMBERSHIP MINUTE  
 

Looking for holiday gifts that share your UU spirit?  Or maybe it's time to treat yourself!  How about a keychain, a tote 
bag, a book, some warm socks or jewelry with our Unitarian Universalist chalice artistically displayed?  You can find 
these and many more treasures and giftables on www.uuabookstore.org.  You will be supporting our Unitarian 
Universalist Association programs and activities and expressing your UU spirit at the same time. 
 
Dave and Liz Van Wye, UUMH Membership Co-chairs 

    
                  WORSHIP  SERVICE COMMITTEE 
 
The Committee is happy that John Raye has joined our Committee. We would love to have  members of the 
Congregation volunteer to do parts of the Sunday Service. Sue Bauer has helped us in the past,  and it would be great to 
see other faces as we continue with our Virtual Services in the coming months. 
 
The last Sunday of December we have traditionally have had a Sharing Service. It is a time to share poems or readings 
or thoughts for the year past.  This also gives Tracy and Frank a Sunday off. We will use music from various sources. If 
anyone has something they want to share please let me know by December 15.  This way we will know how much time 
we need,  and who is likely to participate.  
Thanks. Peace be with You. 
Dolly (430-0604) 
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        SOCIAL JUSTICE 
 
     We are a group of 12 to 15 who Zoom once a month.  Our regular meeting time is the second Wednesday of the month 
at 1:30 pm.  At our November meeting, we met with JoAnn Wilson Keenan, a cousin of Steve Keenan’s who has studied 
and visited the children of asylum seekers who have been separated from their parents.  Her book "Children at the Border" 
will be published soon.  We learned about the active local groups helping lone children get legal representation in court 
and have food support, education,  and other needs met.  The Navaho Nation has also been receiving help since they have 
been seriously affected by Covid 19. There is no end of need. 
     We are overseeing the reading of  “Widening The Circle of Concern,” the UUA study of white superiority in our 
structure and leadership. This will begin December 6. Call Janet Young (246-1105)  to sign up or for more information.  
     Thanks for the great support we all have given to Lower Cape Outreach through the Turkey Trot and to the Chatham 
Children’s Fund through the Angel Fund.  It is cheering in this difficult time to join in helping others. 
      At our December meeting we will discuss how to continue virtual social justice:  plan events, programs, informational 
guests, films, book groups, etc.  Ideas are welcome. 
 
Joan Caputo 

          Christmas is the time to let your heart do the thinking.   

 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT   

 
     This has been another busy month. Our Outreach Committee, spearheaded by Beth Avery, has reached out to Karen 
Ryan, a talented and friendly web designer whom we have engaged to help us upgrade our website to be more attractive to 
people coming to Chatham and seeking a church. Danielle Jeanloz has worked incredibly hard to get a donate button, using 
Vanco church software, on the UUMH website. This is all still a work in progress, but start to think about what you would 
want to put on the website about our activities. Also think what attracts you to other websites? Do you have pictures you 
would like to share or which tell a story? 
     Mary Parsons and Joan Konopka are working hard obtaining Poinsettias and will sell them as a fund raiser for the 

church. Thinking about this helps us to get into the Holiday spirit. It is not easy in the time of COVID,  but let’s think of 

one another in our community. Call someone you have not been in touch with in a while. On a warmer sunny day go for a 

walk and chat with someone. Many of us are hungry for social contact and we must put our thinking caps on to find 

creative ways to fill that need safely! Happy Thanksgiving! 

Margaret Tompsett 
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       OUTREACH COMMITTEE NEWS 
 

More connections. More visibility. More accessibility.  You, our UUMH members, have offered great suggestions for 
how our community can strengthen relationships among ourselves and with outsiders who resonate with what we do.   
We are happy to report on progress to date:    
 
Making our financial relationships easier 
 
    A DONATE BUTTON is now attached to our website (uumh.net) and will soon be activated. This button will give 
us, and the general public, the opportunity to donate money using a credit card or direct bank transfer. We will be able 
to specify use, e.g. split-plate, endowment fund, building project, etc.   
   Statistics for non-profits show a direct correlation between ease of donating and the amount donated. We are eager to 
see if that works for us!  Special thanks to Danielle Jeanloz and our UUMH financial persons for pulling this together.   
 
Revitalizing the UUMH website  
 
    A well-managed website can play a major role in bringing new people to our virtual doors. That is why our Board of 
Trustees is looking into the possibility of hiring a tech-savvy “web person” to redesign our website and provide 
maintenance for at least a few months.    
   We know that “sound bites” and short personal stories are effective ways of communicating in today’s world.  We can 
all learn how to do it.  All it takes is: One sentence of news from your committee.  One reason you chose to be a UU.  
One thought about gratitude or racial justice. One game or recipe you’d like to see on our website. If we all put our 
minds to it, we will have a pool of information ready for our new (prospective) web person.    
 
 Minding copyright laws  
 
   The Board of Trustees asked the Outreach Committee to help draft a Copyright Policy for the UUMH. While we wait 
for the UUA to complete an updated version of Copyrights & Worship Services, we are focusing on our use of Images 
(photos & artworks) here at the Meeting House. Our goal is to provide staff and members with a guide for finding safe 
and free images to use in e-blasts, on the website, and for flyers, newsletters, banners, etc.  We do not wish to be caught 
by an Internet “troll” for inadvertently using a copyrighted image without getting the required permissions. Such 
infringement is costly. We do not want to go there.  Copies of our Guide will be distributed soon. 
  
Beth  Avery                                           
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PEOPLE TO CELEBRATE      
 
December Birthdays 
 
3 Danielle Jeanloz 
6  Jan Perry 
7 Liz Sjogren 
10 Vivienne Chapman 
11 Deb Rogers 
11 Dick Fewkes 
15 Bill Conley 
16 Barbara Rothenburger 
21 Margaret Poxon 
21 Lisa Evans 
30 Karen Murdoch 

 
December Anniversaries 
 

15 Evelyn and John Raye 
24 Greg Heyl and Eric Riley 
28 Karen and Ron Nickerson 
29 Jane and Read Moffett 

  ANGEL FUND  

 

Many, many thanks to everyone who helped us donate 

over $1000 to the Chatham Children’s Fund/Angel 

Fund.   They think UUs are great—and know that we 

are generous and caring! 

    DIRECTORY / NEW MEMBERS 
 

 Contact information for Pavia is already in the 2020 
UUMH directory. 
 
Information for Steve Keenan, Jackie Venner and 
Courtney Keenan was in an earlier issue of the 
Newsletter, repeated here so you can add them to your 
directory. 
24 Martha Kendrick Drive,  Chatham, MA 02633.  
sjkeenan65@comcast.net  
 Steve:  774-212-7719  Jackie: 508-945-3430. 

            MEDITATION GROUP  

 Our Meditation group is meeting every Saturday at 
9:30 Via Zoom. 
Email  Gail Tilton at gmtilton@capecod.net  or call 

Joan Konopka  at 945-2141 for more info. 

              THINGS TO REMEMBER     

***** Consider mailing a check to the Meeting House 

each month to cover the amount you would normally 

place in the Offering bags each Sunday. Thanks. 

*****  When you send anything to the Meeting House 
through the mail, please remember that the address 
must be the Post Office Box, not the street address.   
The PO Box is Box 18.   .  

  

        THIRD MONDAY BOOK CLUB 

 The Third Monday Book Club will meet on October 
19 at 10:30 AM. Place to be determined. The book for 
discussion is Blue latitudes by Anthony Horwitz 
All are welcome to join the group, either for just this 
book or for the foreseeable 
future! Please contact Mary 
Parsons for more information
( 432– 7194.) 
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