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 “NEWS FROM THE HILL” 
is published monthly year round 

by the UU Meeting House of 

Chatham. 

Editor:  Susan Bauer 

Layout Editor: Susan Bauer 

Publisher: Jan Young 
_________________________ 

SUNDAY SERVICES are 

 held at 10:30 AM each week. 

    _____________________ 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  

next month is THURSDAY, 

MAY 19. Send items to Sue  

Bauer: Ralphb1234@cs.com 

 

 

         
   
 

 

 

THRIFT SHOP 

  OPENS AT 

 10AM 

   WEDNESDAY 

       MAY 18 

 

DONATIONS WELCOME NOW! WEDNESDAY 

THROUGH FRIDAY BETWEEN 9:30 AND 2:30.  

CHECK IN AT THE CHURCH OFFICE. 

ONCE WE OPEN YOU CAN SHOP FROM 

  MONDAY-FRIDAY 10AM-3PM   

  

BRING YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS 

TOO. THEY WILL THANK YOU!  

 
   

See more information on page 6. 
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 Board of Trustees 
Dick Eccles, President 

Bob Rice, Vice President 

Dolly Howell, Secretary 

Joe Zahka, Treasurer 

     At large members: 

Beth Avery 

Danielle Jeanloz 

Naomi Turner 

Program Council 
Sue Bauer, Chair 

STAFF MEMBERS 

MINISTER: 

    Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 edmuund@gmail.com  

MUSIC DIRECTOR:  

    Frank Toppa 

 ftoppa440@gmail.com 

UUYOUth: 

     Cheri Armstrong   

      cheriarmstrong@hotmail.com                                          

COMMUNICATION COORD.: 

     Jan Young  uumh@uumh.net 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: 

     Melissa Clayton uumh@uumh.net 

 SEXTON:  

     Ralph Bauer 

       ralphb1234@cs.com 

VISION STATEMENT 
   

We, the members and friends of the 

UUMH, strive: 

    To apply UU principles in our daily  

living, social actions, and community  

service; 

    To nurture a safe community that  

encourages intellectual, spiritual, and  

religious freedom and celebrates all the 

passages of life; 

    To welcome diversity and pluralism as 

essential for our connection with all  

humanity; 

    To provide fellowship, friendship, and 

fun, and to support a creative artistic and 

musical environment;  

    To sustain and promote a vital religious 

and spiritual lifespan education program.   

      

   A MONTH OF SUNDAYS 
 

 

 May 1   Blessings of May         Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 
 The pagan Celts celebrated May 1 as Beltane, the English knew it as 

 May Day, the international labor movements celebrates it as a day to 

 honor the workers of the world, and the children of the Meeting 

 House will dance with ribbons on the lawn! 

 

May 8   Nurturance and Naturance  Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 

 A Mother’s Day reflection on how we get to be the people we are, 

 which involves DNA, evolution, carpooling, diaper-changing, talks 

 about the birds and bees.  What is the role of grandparents? Why do 

 humans and no other animals have menopause? 

 

May 15  Who are the Cape Verdeans?        Barbara Burgo 

 
 Barbara Burgo, Vice Chair of the Barnstable County Human Rights 

 Commission and two other representatives of the Cape Verdean 

 community of Cape Cod will talk about the history of Cape  

 Verdeans here and offer their perspective on the current racial  

 climate in our community. 

 

May 22       The Meeting House as the Fountain of Youth?   

      Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 
 More than 10% of our members are over the age of ninety!  The  

 normal way of looking at this is that the congregation is very elderly.  

 Another way of looking at it is that something about participation on 

 this congregation encourages people to live longer.  Is church  

 membership good for longevity?   

 

May 29  Take Up Our Quarrel With the Foe? Really?  

      Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 

 Memorial Day honors those who died in wartime.  The famous poem 

 “In Flanders Fields” speaks in the voice of the dead soldiers, but 

 then exhorts the living reader to continue the fight.  This is a  

 tradition in memorial patriotic rhetoric, from Thermopylae to  

 Gettysburg, that the dead wish the continuation of the conflict 

 through to victory.  But if the dead had voices, it is just as likely that 

 they would be urging the readers to go back to their homesteads.  
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 Sightings 

 Rev. Edmund Robinson 

   
  

   Our treasurer Joseph Zahka would have been called in my parents’ time a “good churchman.” This is the 

second UU church of which he has been treasurer, and at the same time, he’s the most active of a crew of people 

transforming the appearance of the Meeting House by opening the south side shutters, cleaning the windows, 

fixing holes in the walk and other tasks too numerous to mention.   

 Joe is also looking to the future, and he brought a sobering message to the Board of Trustees the other 

day: UUMH needs to grow.  Nobody on the Board disagreed with this assessment, but we didn’t come to a clear 

consensus as to what concrete steps we could be taking.  I want here to open this conversation to the larger  

Meeting House and invite your ideas.  More important than ideas, however, is an acceptance by each of us that 

growth is a responsibility for all of us.  It is not just for the Board, or the Membership Committee or the Worship 

Services, Social Justice, Publicity, Music or Learning for Life Committees.  It is for each of us to be thinking 

about.   

 

 These ideas could take the form of new programs or initiatives, to enhance our visibility in the  

community.  Where should we market ourselves?  I recently thought of having bumper stickers available to 

UUMH members to allow us to identify ourselves publicly.  But they don’t have to be that grand.  They can be as 

simple as mentally going through your list of friends and acquaintances to see who might be a likely candidate 

and invite them to check us out.  If you need us to declare a Sunday “Bring a Friend To Church,” we can, but you 

can bring a friend any Sunday.   

 

 Of course, bringing new people in to check out the Meeting House is not going to do much good if they 

aren’t made to feel welcome when they come.  And there is a fine line between being hospitable and  

overwhelming the visitor with interest – a lot of us are shy in new situations, and a visitor can be made as  

uncomfortable from too much attention as from too little. 

 

 Another thing about growth is that small churches remain small because they  unconsciously don’t want 

growth.  It’s comfortable to have a congregation small enough to know each other, and many of us don’t want to 

walk in on Sunday and not know the names of most of the people in the pews.  I feel this in the UU ministry 

now; all the ministers who are getting settled in churches this spring are people I have never heard of and that 

makes me feel uneasy.  This is at base a fear of change and, deeper than that, of death and loss.  But if we accept, 

not just intellectually but at our core levels, that people do die and/or move on, that change is a constant and is 

basically good, we can move away from the thousand unconscious ways we have of turning off visitors. 

 

 Take away of all the above: 

 1. Growth is everyone’s business, to see the Meeting House into a solid fu-

ture. 

 2. Personal contacts are the best growth engine. 

 3. Let’s practice hospitality in everything we do. 

 

Blessings 

 

 Edmund 
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               A little experience often upsets a lot of theory.  (Cadman) 

 HOSTS AND USHERS FOR MAY AND JUNE 

 
Pastoral Care - Ann Diggs - May 1  

MUGGS - Ralph Bauer - May 8  

Learning for Life - Judy Reed - May 15  

Board of Trustees - Dick Eccles - May 22  

Congregation ----May 29  

 

Finance Committee - Joe Zahka - June 5  

SGM - Brenda  Collins - June 12  

Sunday School Parents - June 19  

Membership - Marion Harcourt - June 26  

 

May brings us out onto the porch where we will no longer have hot drinks but just cold drinks and water with the  

cookies. This requires two tables to be set up on the porch with the white cloths from the kitchen. The weather is usually 

fine (although it may be cooler rather than warmer!) Please note we have added a date for other members of the  

congregation to help with these responsibilities. Those can be our snow birds or summer friends, as well as others who 

are not on any committees or in Small Groups.  Please let me know if you are willing to help, at 430-0604 or 

dashted@yahoo.com. The Sunday School has the summer off ; so too will their parents. 

 

Thanks to you all. Dolly Howell 

 

 FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

  THE CUSHIONS ARE COMING! THE CUSHIONS ARE COMING! (With apologies to the Russians)  

 

     The Trustees and Building & Grounds are pleased to announce that specifications have been set and an order placed 

for our new Pew Cushions! 

 
     The Board appointed a Color Selection Committee that reviewed all the possibilities and selected an appropriate  

cushion with a beautiful Rose colored fabric cover.  Chairperson Liz Sjogren led her committee (Beth Avery, Barbara 

Blanchard, Jane Eccles, Marion Harcourt, Barbara Rothenburger), and Liz will continue to work with the local Chatham 

company that will create the cushions. 

 

     The Committee reviewed its findings with the Board, and though some might have selected some alternative feature 

to the selected cushion, all accepted that the final selection would be reasonably compatible both with the present carpet 

and wall colors, but also with colors expected to be selected for future decoration of the sanctuary. 

 

     Our loyal and generous founder, Deb Rogers, continued to support the Meeting House by donating money to cover 

the full cost of the cushions.  Many thanks, Deb, and we hope to see you here to enjoy the cushion installation, expected 

sometime in July, 2016. 

 

Dick Eccles, President 
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LEARNING FOR LIFE 

Our Changing Shorelines                      Wednesday, May 4 at 1:00 p.m. in the Fleck Room   

 

 Come and learn about the natural forces of coastal geology that create our constantly changing beaches, dunes and  

marshes.  

 Ted Keon, Coastal Resources Director in Chatham, will provide an overview of local coastline changes that impact 

shorelines and the strategies he uses in response to the shifting sand and higher tide levels.  

 Greg Berman of the Woods Hole Sea Grant Program and Barnstable County Extension will address types of  

erosion protection available on Cape Cod.   

SPRING CLEANUP 2016  
 

    
Saturday was a cold, gray, windy day.  It meant that no one really wanted to be outside which was good as our projects 

were inside.  Sunday was a bright and sunny day inside and out.  The church was shinny and clean. Thanks to all who 

came and helped with the windows, doors, pews, closets, and bathrooms. Janice Bianculli, Betsy Henry and Edmund 

tackled the Annex to get it ready for our new Loom.  Brenda Collins, Joe and Deb Zahka, Ralph and Sue Bauer, Mary 

Chesnut, Liz Sjogren and Ann Diggs, and Bonnie Brydges.  

 

Thank you one and all. 

Dolly Howell 
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      Nothing is a waste of time if you use the experience wisely. (Rodin) 

   MORE THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT THE THRIFT SHOP 

 

Remember that we do not accept winter clothing or large pieces of furniture. Also, no electronics, digital 

items, TVs, or items we cannot check to make sure they work.  

 

Happy to have…..summer clothes, toys and games, dishes and kitchenware, paintings, jewelry, linens, 

books, CDs and DVDs, gadgets…….or just about anything else you would like to move on! 

 

Also….opportunities to help beyond donating and buying!! If you would like to join the fun of volunteer-

ing, please call Mary Chesnut (432-5610)  or Deb Zahka (508-864-8331) 

 

 

 

 

   COMMUNITY EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 
Geri Appleyard will be exhibiting her lovely landscape and wildlife photography at Rockland Trust, right at the rotary in 

Chatham, throughout  May.  Her note cards and other items are also for sale there.  For those who may have missed her  

exhibit at the Meeting House, or, perhaps, just decided that you just need more of her beautiful items, head on down to 

Rockland Trust and indulge! 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

FISH is a Chatham organization which provides transportation to residents needing a ride to a medical 

appointment on the Cape. It is a free service which uses volunteers to do the driving. They also have volunteer dispatchers to 

match those needing a ride with available drivers. Do you have one morning a month available? Right now FISH is looking 

for dispatchers. This is how it works: Anyone needing a ride calls Liberty Commons who then calls the dispatcher on duty 

that morning. The dispatcher uses a list of available drivers to connect the two. All it requires is a commitment to one day a 

week from 9:30-1:30.  Even if you are away for the winter, you could help as a summer or fill-in dispatcher.  If you’re  

interested or want more information, please call Sue Bauer at 945-3264. And thanks! 
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PEOPLE TO CELEBRATE      
   
  
May Birthdays 
 

2 Sybille Colby 

11 Bob Raymond 

11 Andrew Davol 

12 John Blake 

16 Merylle-Lee Thompson 

19 Jill Karpf 

20 Julie Dykens 

24 Jamie McClennen 

29 Janice Bianculli 
 

May Anniversary 
 

26 Stephania and Jamie McClennen 

STOP AND SHOP Cards  

 
Stop and Shop cards are available from Mary Chesnut   

before and after Sunday services.  These are the same 

as cash when you are shopping, but also benefit the 

Food Pantry.   

 

 

THIRD MONDAY BOOK CLUB 

 
The Third Monday Book Club will meet off site on 

Monday May 16 at 10:30 AM.. The book to be  

discussed is Being mortal by Atul Gawande. 

 

Newcomers always welcome, for the year or just for a 

particular book. Call Mary Parsons 432-7194 for more 

information. 

DIRECTORY CHANGE  
  

 Jim Robinson’s PO Box is really #645. 

 

Please remember to let the church know if your  

address or phone or email changes! 

                  UUMH DIRECTORIES 
 

 Please save us postage and pick up your new directory 

in the office if you have not already done so.  Out of 

town folks’ directories will be mailed shortly. Thanks 

         UUMH 20th Anniversary 
 

UUMH will celebrate its 20th Anniversary this Octo-

ber. Jim Robinson, who was instrumental in starting 

our  

congregation, will be our guest minister on Sunday, 

October 2nd to celebrate with us. We would like to 

hear from Founding Members who would like to share 

ideas and help us plan the celebration. Please contact 

Ron Nickerson at krnicker@comcast.net if you would 

like to help. 

   FOOD PANTRY 

   

Non-perishables are always welcome. 
Note that there is now a box attached to the food pantry 

basket which invites your monetary  

donations rather than food if this works 

for you. All money will go directly to 

the Food Pantry. 

 

         THE GATHERING    

     ******Date Change******  

 

The Gathering will be meeting on the first Monday in 

May due to a conflict with the Town of Chatham's  

annual town meeting. 

 

We'll be meeting on Monday May 2 at 7:00 in  the 

Fleck Room  for a Yankee Swap. If you don't want 

what you end up with, why…. give it to the Thrift 

Shop!  Bring several items if your heart desires! 

 

Perhaps someone would like to bring refreshments. 

Please let Charlotte know at 508-398-8516. 


