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SUNDAY SERVICES are 

 held at 10:30 AM each week. 
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  

next month is  THURSDAY, 

NOV. 17. Send items to  

Sue Bauer: Ralphb1234@cs.com 
 

 

  

      TURKEY TROT 
  

 
 The 12th annual Chatham Turkey Trot will take place this year on 
Thanksgiving Day. This fun walk or run covers 3.1 miles of winding 
and rolling paved roads with breathtaking scenery. Sponsored by the   
Meeting House and others.  Benefits Lower Cape Outreach Council. 
Great early Thanksgiving morning warm up for the day for you and 
your visiting families!  
  
Registration is 7-8AM in the parking lot behind  the Orpheum Theater 
in downtown Chatham. Or, even better, register online at  
chathamturkeytrot.com. Adults: $20 plus a bag of non-perishable  
groceries; ages 5-16  $5; under 5 free with two grocery items.  Free 
commemorative adult T-shirts to those who register online before  
November 9.  Home made pies for sale!  Also a raffle!   
 
If you would like to help on Thanksgiving morning or the day before 
(when T-shirts are given out at the Meeting House from 3-7 PM), 
please call  Mary Parsons (432-7194) or Linda Redding (945-1798).   
  
Having told you all that! Linda and Mary would be grateful to  

anyone who could bake a pie or two.  You can bring these to the  

Meeting House on Wednesday and they will be picked up early 

Thanksgiving morning.  (Let Linda or Mary know to expect them 

please).  Also, even if you’re not participating, how about a bag of 

groceries? Leave in the Food Basket upstairs the Sunday before  

Thanksgiving or any time before Thursday.  
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 Board of Trustees 
Beth Avery, President 
Bob Rice, Vice President 
Dolly Howell, Secretary 
Joe Zahka, Treasurer 
     At large members: 

Bonnie Brydges 
Danielle Jeanloz 
Judy Reed 
 

Program Council 

Sue Bauer, Chair 

STAFF MEMBERS 

 

MINISTER: 

    Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 edmuund@gmail.com  

MUSIC DIRECTOR:  

    Frank Toppa 

 ftoppa440@gmail.com 

UUYOUth: 

     Gail Eldredge 

              gailandterry@c4.net 

COMMUNICATION COORD.: 

  Jan Young  chathamuu@gmail.com 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: 

     Melissa Clayton uumh@uumh.net 

 SEXTON:  

     Ralph Bauer 

       ralphb1234@cs.com 

VISION STATEMENT 
   
We, the members and friends of the 
UUMH, strive: 
    To apply UU principles in our daily  
living, social actions, and community  
service; 
    To nurture a safe community that  
encourages intellectual, spiritual, and  
religious freedom and celebrates all the 
passages of life; 
    To welcome diversity and pluralism as 
essential for our connection with all  
humanity; 
    To provide fellowship, friendship, and 
fun, and to support a creative artistic and 
musical environment;  
    To sustain and promote a vital religious 
and spiritual lifespan education program.   

      

   A MONTH OF SUNDAYS 
 

 
   November 6    Freedom to Lie?    Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 

 We are coming to the close of a political season in which candidates 
 have felt free to play fast and loose with facts.  We believe deeply in 
 freedom of speech, but should this principle be used to shield lies?  
 How can people get away with such distortions?  The service will 
 include a Day of the Dead remembrance, and you are encouraged to 
 bring a photograph or other memento of a deceased loved one and 
 speak his or her name aloud in our worship space. 
 
November 13            Love and Longevity Rev. Edmund Robinson 
 
 This congregation is blessed with long-lived people and on this  
 Sunday we will honor our nonagenarians. We know life is not  
 always a bed of roses for those who have attained the exalted age of 
 ninety, but we find much to celebrate.  A special coffee hour will 
 follow the service. 
 
November 20              Come Ye Thankful People Come   

      Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 
 Some Native Americans observe the third Thursday in November as 
 a National Day of Mourning rather than Thanksgiving.  We do not 
 need to  choose.   We can remember the oppressions and atrocities 
 committed against the indigenous peoples by the European settlers 
 and their governments while still counting the blessings  we all  
 receive in this life.  We make our gratitude concrete in a Cornbread 
 and Cider Communion. 
 
 

November 30                  Sing!     Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 A service with a focus on uplifting music, seasonal and otherwise. 

 Bring your favorite requests from the hymnbook or outside it.   

 

DON’T FORGET TO CHANGE YOUR CLOCKS FOR 

   NOVEMBER 6!! 
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Sightings  

            the Rev. Edmund Robinson 
 
      Rumors can often smother truth.  In this Presidential campaign season, we have had outright lies and many 
distortions built on a small kernel of fact.  I am glad to see the media and intelligent readers fact-checking what 
the candidates say.   
      In the little microcosm that is our Meeting House, rumors can echo and run amok.  I have recently heard that 
many of you have ideas and questions about what is going on with the estate of Sally Duplaix.  This involves the 
Endowment Board of the Meeting House, but I have been with the situation from the beginning, so with the  
approval of Walter Diggs, Endowment Board chair, I’d like to summarize the facts of the matter,  so we don’t 
have to rely on rumors.  There are many Byzantine side issues, but here is the main thread: 
 
      Sally Duplaix was a faithful and active member of the Meeting House who died in July 2012.  She had no 
children; a sister who lived in California  had died shortly before Sally herself did.   Sally told many people that 
she was going to give money to the Meeting House in her will. 
      And she did.  There was a will executed in 2008 with the aid of a lawyer, and certain terms in the will were 
modified by a codicil drawn up and executed without a lawyer in the last months of her life.   
      By the original will, the Meeting House’s Endowment Fund was a residual beneficiary, with money 
 restricted to two purposes: social justice and Learning for Life. A residual beneficiary is a party who gets paid 
last, after all other bequests and expenses have been paid.  We were in the original will for a 25% share, and in 
the codicil, that share was increased to 40%. 
      Because how much we get depends on how much other people get, we were very interested in how the estate 
was going to be administered.  Sally had appointed her friend Laurel Campbell as Personal Representative (PR), 
and we asked the PR to keep us advised as to the progress of administering the estate, but she said she would  
only share the information which she was required to. 
      Then the estate was hit by a lawsuit from the husband and children of Sally’s deceased sister in California.  
They claimed that Sally had orally promised that her Chatham house and land would be deeded to them in 
 exchange for money Sally had received in the 1990s from the estate of her mother.  In law there is a provision 
called the Statute of Frauds which says that certain types of agreements are not enforceable unless they are in 
writing, one of the types is a contract for an interest in land.  We hired a lawyer and through her, called upon the 
PR to defend the lawsuit by raising the Statute of Frauds as a defense.  She refused to do so, for reasons which 
are not clear to me.  The Endowment Board considered intervening in the lawsuit, and we discussed it with our 
lawyer, but we would have to pay a substantial amount of money with no guarantee that we would get it back. 
Also, some in the Meeting House did not like the idea of us getting involved in a family dispute.  
      So we did not contest the lawsuit, nor did the PR.  As a result, the California relatives got a default judgment, 
and that took the value of the house and land out of the estate, somewhere around half of the total value, and  
40% of that would have come to us. 
      That left the rest of the estate, and it has taken another year to liquidate and wrap up the distribution. In  
January of 2016, the PR served on us an accounting showing that more than $100,000 of estate assets had gone 
to an attorney and that the PR had charged $52,000 for her time and an additional $22,000 in expense  
reimbursements.  The Board again consulted a lawyer and authorized her to enter an appearance on our behalf in 
order to contest these excessive fees.  However, the Board recently decided that the legal fees required for  
contesting even this limited issue were going to be too great, and directed our attorney not to file the objections.  
There is at this writing some possibility that the office of the Massachusetts Attorney General may get involved, 
but if not, we will simply accept the greatly reduced sum that is being offered to us for our 40% residual share.   
  
      The Endowment Board has had difficult decisions to make on this case, and it has presented many  
complications.  I hope we are seeing a resolution of it soon, and that we can use the money Sally intended to give 
us for the purposes she held dear. 
 
Blessings, 
Edmund 
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       Gratitude is the only attitude. (C. Diaz) 

                UUMH LIBRARY 

 
 After the summer off due to the Thrift Shop, the UUMH library is back up and running.  We have an exceptional 
collection of books available for you to borrow. The books cover a wide range of subjects: religion, social justice issues, 
philosophy, meditation, life events, etc. and include a number of well-known authors such as Dick Fewkes,  
Dave Johnson, and Peter Fleck!!  The Library is located in a corner of the Fleck Room where you may have overlooked 
it in the past. We urge you to check us out and then check out a book or two!  
      Each book has a card in the back which you date and sign. You leave the card in the small box nearby and enjoy the 
book for 2 weeks. Once you bring it back and put it in the large basket also nearby, your job is done! The card will  
magically re-establish itself back into the book ready for the next reader.  The Newsletter will highlight a few titles most 
months which may pique your interest or at least remind you that we are there! Enjoy!! 

   

 

      

  UUYOUth 

 
 Our young people have been integrating with our older congregants by interviewing and being interviewed by members 
of the congregation. So far, the response has been exciting. Both students who were present on the initial Sunday  
thoroughly enjoyed their conversations with their counterparts. “Awesome” and “fun” were words attributed to their 
encounters. It appeared that the older participants enjoyed their meetings as well. 
 

 Come to the October 30th service to hear the students introduce their new friends and of course to hear the congregants 

tell what they learned about the students. 

We have been coloring masks for our Halloween Parade on October 30th. By the way, members of the congregation are 
welcome to join us as we show off our favorite costume, mask or silly hat. The members of the Gathering have also  
created masks and will be joining the children in the Halloween Parade.  
 
During this parade we will be collecting monies to aid the victims of Hurricane Matthew in Haiti. We are working hard to 
make a direct contact with the extended families of our own Rood, Chandler, and Christiano Cheron whose village 
was devastated by the hurricane.  
 
Then on to an exciting November!  Members of the congregation will be assisting with a Thanksgiving Breakfast Feast 
for the children and their parents in November.    
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UUMH 20th and 30th 
  

  MANY MANY THANKS TO RON AND KAREN NICKERSON FOR A SUPERB  

           20/30 ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

 

 THANKS ALSO TO THOSE FOUNDING MEMBERS WHO SHARED THEIR MEMORIES 

 

  

    
       UPDATE FROM BUILDING AND GROUNDS 
 
 By press time, the painting of the building should be completed.  We are very happy with the work done by Peter James 
Luddy.  It was first-class.  For example, the storm windows were completely removed so they could access the windows to 
glaze and paint.  The storms and exterior windows were washed, so the interior view will be improved as well.  It will take 
another couple of weeks before the front shutters are replaced because we are painting those. 
 
We believe that flooding in the Fleck Room in early October was due to a plugged down spout.  That problem has been 
resolved and we will do a bit more work to improve the drainage on the North side of the building. 
 
 One suggestion to reduce expenses is to install solar panels on the roof of the building.  We examined that option last 
year.  Unfortunately, because we are a non-profit, we do not qualify for the tax incentives that reduce the cost of the  
project by 40%.  It would take 11 years before we would see any savings on a $40,000 investment.  We decided not pursue 
this project, but will revisit it as solar becomes less expensive or new financing options are developed.  However, we did 
install energy efficient lighting in the Fleck Room using an Energy Efficiency Grant and our electricity is now provided by 
a supplier who uses wind power.  Both of those actions should save us $200/year.  If you want a copy of the 20-page  
PowerPoint presentation that describes the solar panel analysis, contact Joe Zahka at 978-995-8964. 
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    USHERS AND HOSTS  NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 2016 

 
Sunday School - November 6  
SGM - Priscilla Smith - November 13  
SGM - Bob Rice - November 20   
Pastoral Care – Ann Diggs - November 27  
 
MUUGS - Ralph Bauer - December 4  
Learning for Life - Judy Reed - December 11  
Board of Trustees - Beth Avery - December18 
Finance Committee - Joe Zahka - December 25 
 
Looking at this calendar, I am not sure whether we will be having church on the 25 or January 1 as they both land on the 
holidays this year. So stay tuned for later news. 
 
The transition to indoors with coffee and tea has been very successful.  Just remember that it is not necessary to put on a 
full spread of food. You can just do the basics with the food in the kitchen cupboard and juice, coffee and hot water for tea. 
The Worship Committee at its last meeting decided that  it would be a good idea to close the doors into the sanctuary when 
Frank rings the gong. This will help keep the voices down of those late arrivals who wish to talk and the Sunday School 
children who arrive back from their class to join us at coffee hour. 
 
Dolly Howell 

GATHERING 

 
The Gathering will be meeting in the Fleck Room on Nov 14 at 7:00. Please bring a tapas to share with our group and 
your ideas for our 2017 calendar of events.  (FYI: Tapas are small savory Spanish dishes.)  All women at the Meeting 
House are welcome. 

              CONGREGATE HOUSE SUPPER 

 
Next Congregate House supper will be November 13. We are in need of one more helper.  If anyone would like to join 
us, call Jackie Hebert-Beale at 945-2131.  
 
The hours are 3:30 or 4:00 to 6:00 PM.   It is fun, and the residents are always grateful for the meal and the company. 
      

    

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
Are you in a play? Singing in a concert? Involved in any non-UUMH activity which is having an event you would like 
publicized?  Looking for support for a fund raiser you work with? Why not send it to Sue Bauer who will list it in the 
monthly Newsletter under Community Events.  Get some “free publicity” for your pet projects or special events. 
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          Autumn is the hush before winter. (French proverb)    

  

        LOST AND FOUND 

 
Or in this case….Found!!! 
 
There are several jackets which have been left at the Meeting House for some time. Now that the weather is getting more 
consistently chilly, you may be wondering where you put them!  So, check your closets and your memories and then 
check the coat racks at the Meeting House! The first one is downstairs outside the Fleck Room, the others upstairs in the 
foyer. 
 Green/blue-green LL Bean windbreaker 
 Mark Fore Strike blue slicker, size large 
 Red light weight cardigan 
 Tommy Hilfiger beige car coat, fur lined, size large 
 White fleecy jacket, size medium 
 Nantucket red light weight medium length coat, LL Bean, size XL (may have been originally left at the  
  Community Center at the UUMH Anniversary party.) 
If any of these sound familiar, please take a look and reclaim them! Thanks 
 

    

      DECEMBER IS COMING 

 

Holiday Fair 

 
UUMH’s annual Holiday Fair is coming up in early December. Small gifts, cards, knitted items, jams and jellies, created 
by members and friends, may all  be available for you to buy for that extra little gift for someone special. 
The Program Council is looking for someone to coordinate this event on a December Sunday during coffee hour. We can 
provide extra set-up help, but need someone who can keep the list of participants, assign table space, and collect the  
money afterwards. (Those behind the tables are asked to give 15% of their sales (or more!) to the Meeting House).  
A perfect job for that special someone, as they say! Please call Sue Bauer at 945-3264 if you would like to volunteer or 
just want more information. 
And all of you artists, crafters, cooks….start thinking about what you might offer. A date will be chosen after a volunteer 
coordinator is in place. 
 

Poinsettias 

Poinsettias will again be provided for the Sanctuary for the Christmas holidays. If you are  
interested in purchasing one for the display see Mary Parsons or call her at 432-7194. 
 

Angel Fund 

 
 Throughout December, we will again be taking part in Chatham’s Angel Fund, which helps provide a happy  
holiday for local families . The tree will go up Thanksgiving weekend, and you can begin to take snowflakes from the 
tree. Each snowflake has written on it a gift for a child in “our” family. Cash is also accepted and the committee will  
purchase items to go under the tree.   
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PEOPLE TO CELEBRATE      
   
 November Birthdays 

 
6 Bob Redding 
7 Judy Reed 
9 Priscilla Dalrymple 
10 Harmon Diers 
14 Bill Collins 
15 Mary Parsons 
17 Dave Monroe 
20 Marion Harcourt 
20 Joe Caputo 
21 Bob Rice 
26 Gail Tilton 
 
November Anniversaries 
 
13 Barbara Rothenburger and Fred Jensen 
19 Janice and George Bianculli 
26 Jane and Dick Eccles 
28 Betsy and Steve Henry 
29 Ann and Walter Diggs 

STOP AND SHOP Cards  

 
Stop and Shop cards are available from Mary Chesnut   

before and after Sunday services.  These are the same 

as cash when you are shopping, but also benefit the 

Food Pantry.   

 

THIRD MONDAY BOOK CLUB 

 

The Third Monday Book Club will meet 
on Monday, November 21 in the Fleck Room. The 
book for the month is Isaac’s Storm by Erik Larson. 
Newcomers always welcome, for the year or just for a 
particular book. Call Mary Parsons 432-7194 for more  
information. 

JOYS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
  
    John DaSilva was recently inducted into the New 
England Design Hall of Fame. John is a partner at 
Polhemus, Savery, DaSilva Architects here in  
Chatham.  Congratulations to John! 
 
Latest Chatham Magazine has a great article about the 

Turkey Trot which mentions both Mary Parsons and 

Linda Redding as founders. Well deserved! 

   DIRECTORY CHANGES 

 
John Redfern 
120 Woodlands Way, Apt. 103 
Brewster, MA 02631 
508-255-1423 

     FOOD PANTRY 

   
Non-perishables are always welcome. 
Note that there is now a box attached to the 
food  
pantry basket which invites your monetary 
donations rather than food if this works for 
you. All money will go directly to the Food 
Pantry. 

  Pot Lucks 
 
Pot Luck Suppers will return after the holidays. Stay 
tuned! 


