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     This and That………  

 

 tracy 

 
  

            

    And 
A HUGE THANK YOU TO ALL OF YOU FOR A  

WONDERFUL ANGEL FUND OUTPOURING,  

ESPECIALLY MARY PARSONS, MAJOR ELF 

    And 

TO THE BOARD FOR A GREAT FAREWELL PARTY 

    And 

TO JENNIE AND DORRIA FOR A SUPER PAGEANT 

    And 

TO BETH AND ANASTASIA FOR PHOTOS GALORE 
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 Board of Trustees 
Joan Caputo, President 
Margaret Tompsett, Vice President 
Dwight Wilson, Treasurer 
 At large members: 
Bonnie Brydges 
Robin Hubbard 
Joan Konopka 
Judy Reed 
  
Program Council 
Sue Bauer, Chair 

STAFF MEMBERS 
 
MINISTER: 
     TBD 
MUSIC DIRECTOR:  
    Frank Toppa 
 ftoppa440@gmail.com 
 COMMUNICATION COORD.: 
    Karen Murdoch 
chathamuu@gmail.com 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY: 
     TBD 

VISION STATEMENT 
   
We, the members and friends of the 
UUMH, strive: 
    To apply UU principles in our daily  
living, social actions, and community  
service; 
    To nurture a safe community that  
encourages intellectual, spiritual, and  
religious freedom and celebrates all the 
passages of life; 
    To welcome diversity and pluralism as 
essential for our connection with all  
humanity; 
    To provide fellowship, friendship, and 
fun, and to support a creative artistic and 
musical environment;  
    To sustain and promote a vital religious 
and spiritual lifespan education program.   

      
   A MONTH OF SUNDAYS 
 
January 5            The courage to change  Rev. Dick Fewkes 
 
 The well-known Serenity Prayer from A.A. has lessons to teach all 
 of us as individuals and as a church. 
 
January 12        Praying Attention  Rev. Paul Sprecher    
 
 Too often we think of prayer as being about asking for something, 
 but it is more importantly about paying attention and listening.  How 
 might we integrate such praying into our lives? 
 
January  19       Response Ability     Rev. Tracy Johnson 
 
January 26      The unknown Unitarian Universalist  
       Rev.  Dick Fewkes 
 
 Unitarian Universalism has been characterized as the best-kept 
 secret in the religious marketplace. How can we make that secret a 
 better-known commodity for ourselves and others? 
 
 
Who’s Preaching 
 
Dick Fewkes has served as minister in the First UU Society in Middleboro 
(1964-69). He served the  First Parish in Norwell, (1969-2000) and is 
Minister Emeritus there.  He resides with his partner Connie Johnson in 
Sagamore Beach, has a summer home in West Dennis, is a grandfather to 
eight grandchildren, four great grandchildren, and is a member of our UU 
Meeting House. 
 

Many of us will be familiar with Rev. Paul Sprecher  who substituted for 

Edmund from January to June 2014,  during Edmund’s sabbatical  He is 

currently minister at First Parish Bridgewater where he has some Sundays 

when he is not needed.  He lives in Scituate. 

 Tracy serves as a Community Minister in Harwich Port at WE CAN 

(Women’s Empowerment through Cape Area Networking) where her 

primary responsibility is coordinating the PathMakers Program, a mentoring 

program for women. She is a graduate of Andover Newton Theological 

School, receiving her Master of Divinity in 2014.  Tracy is retired from State 

service in Connecticut, having worked much of her career in the parole 

system where she oversaw the supervision and transfer of formerly 

incarcerated persons in order to increase their opportunities for family 

support, employment and education.  Tracy lives in Harwich with her 

husband, Chuck and their rescue pup Emma, and enjoys walking near the 

ocean, gardening, weaving and cycling.   
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  Dear Ones, All –  

As we enter into this New Year I wanted to share how delighted I am to be asked to journey with you through this time of 

transition over the next several months.  This is often the time of year when we look back and ahead both, reflecting on 

what has passed and making plans for what is to come.  January of 2020 will mark an additional aspect of such a practice 

for the Unitarian Universalist Meeting House of Chatham.  You have worked hard this past year to make decisions that will 

sustain you as a congregation, and now you can begin to explore what happens next in the life of this community.  My de-

sire is to be present to you in this process; available with perhaps a different lens through which to view your work together.  

I come, after all, with no baggage or expectations related to who you have been or who you will become.  This is your 

church; your community; your journey. 

 

I  plan to be in the office on Wednesdays if anyone would like to make an appointment to stop by and chat, and I will stay 

after church on Sundays when I am preaching.  And if you can’t make it out, I am happy to come to you!  My hope is to get 

to know you a little better so that I can be of use to you in your transition time.  I will be in the pulpit once a month  

beginning with the January 19th service and I hope to see many of you there.  My agreement with your leadership  

includes responding to pastoral care emergencies and working with the Pastoral Care Team on ways to best ensure the 

needs of UUMH members are met.  Please don’t hesitate to be in touch about such things.  As time permits, I will be  

meeting with other committees and leadership folks in order to get a sense of where you are as a whole; and will be at  

various events throughout the winter and spring.  I am most easily reached by email at arevtracy@gmail.com or by phone at 

203-217-7991. For less urgent requests, please contact the church office and I will get your message there.   

 

I look forward to seeing you all at the UUMH of Chatham.  May this time of transition be blessed with insight and  

inspiration.   

 

With gratitude and peace, 

 

Rev. Tracy Johnson 

 

 

 

mailto:arevtracy@gmail.com
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             In a world where you can be anything, be kind.            

   
 
       PAGEANT PHOTOS 
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                        MEDITATION GROUP 

Meditation will return on Saturday, January 4 to begin the new year with a special guest, Jennie Makihara, who is a 
licensed acupuncturist and has been studying and practicing meditation for 30 years.  Having made 3 separate pilgrimages 
to India and one recently to Nepal for a 10 day sky gazing retreat, her current teachers are Tenzin Wangyal Rinpoche, the 
Menri Lopon and Marcy Vanghn.  Previously she was a student of Siddha Yoga meditation.  She was instrumental in the 
inception of Lisha Institute near Dehradun, India, a school for long term study of Tibetan Bon Buddhism for 
Westerners.  She is interested in the magic and healing potential of traditional Tibetan Bon Buddhist methods and finds joy 
and comfort in group practice. 
   
Jennie will be sharing and guiding a meditation practice based on singing one of the 3 Bon Heart Mantras from the 
Mgondro or Foundational practices of Tibetan Bon Buddhism.  The vibrations of these mantras have the potential to 
generate peace and healing for the practitioners and the group. 
 
Please feel free to gift a friend with a New Year's invitation to join us on January 4 at 9:30AM for this special gathering.  

                 FROM EDMUND 

 
The song says, “you’re sure to fall in love with Old Cape Cod,” and it definitely happened to us. 
I knew there would be sadness.  In my eleven and a half years here, the personalities in this Meeting House have grown 
on me.  When one of you has died or moved away, it’s been like losing a member of my family, and now it’s me and 
Jacqueline who are moving on.   
I knew it would be sad,  but I didn’t anticipate that it would also be sweet.  That you would so bestir yourselves to make 
sure we knew how much you have loved us.  The party on December 15 was just wonderful, as was the kid’s pageant 
which preceded it.  The gifts were very thoughtful, the photo board evoked dozens of memories, and how you managed 
to collect so many messages on that big card mystifies me.  We feel your love. 
Jacqueline and I are both sad that she could not be there due to a concert in New Hampshire, and an earlier 
miscommunication about the date. 
As I hear plans for the future of the Meeting House, I am hopeful that you will continue to be the warm and welcoming 
place that you have been for us.   
Jacqueline and I will cherish fond memories of our time here. 
Blessings on you all and best wishes for the future. 
Edmund 
      

 

                          IN MEMORIAM  
 
                 ANN  DIERS 
 
           1925-2019 
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ARE YOU FEELING THE JANUARY BLAHS? 

 

When we felt that way as children,  parents might offer the following suggestion: “Just find an exciting adventure book or 
turn on some great music”. Well, our friends here at the UUMH must be listening, because this month they are offering a 
fascinating new book AND some very spirited music!   

 

       BOOK TALK 
       Saturday, January 11, 10 AM 

 

Author John Buehrens, will speak to us on “What we didn’t know about the 
Transcendentalists” and introduce his new book on the subject,  

     Conflagration:  How the Transcendentalists Sparked the American Struggle for  
Racial, Gender, and Social Justice 
 
Attendees will receive a special $20 discount on advanced purchase of the book.  
Copies will be available to look at. 
 
Note: Some of our UUMH members may recognize Mr. Buehrens, as the former President of 
the UUA. 
 
 
 
 
 

       PLUS 
 

LIBANA Concert 
Sunday, January 19, 4 PM 

 

   
This CD Release Concert, Through the Darkness,   is “world class” according to a Boston Globe review. Enjoy the  
all-female group of performers, and a special appearance by Margot Chamberlain on Celtic harp. 
 
Advance tickets will be sold in the Meeting House ($15 general, $12 seniors or kids 12 and under.  At the door: $18 
general, $15 seniors or kids 12 and under.)  
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                          EDMUND’S  PARTY   

 

 
 

 

  

It’s a pleasure to know you   

    

     
        
   

   
 
 

The Jug Band performs 

 
Dick Fewkes speaks 
of Edmund’s time 
at UUMH 
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            HOSTS AND USHERS 
     

  
January 5 - Board of Trustees - Joan Caputo 
January 12 - Finance Committee  - Dwight Wilson 
January 19 - Worship Service Committee - Dolly Howell 
January 26 - Pastoral Care - Ann Diggs 
 
February 2  - Congregation 
February 9 - Ladies Lunch - Sue Bauer 
February 16 - Music Committee - Joan Caputo 
February 23 - SGM - Priscilla Smith 
 
Thank you for all for your help this past year. We have been well taken care of. 

 
Dolly Howell 

             Each day provides its own gifts.  (Martial) 

       UUMH HOLIDAY FAIR 

                   BOARD OF TRUSTEES RETREAT 
 
The Board of Trustees will be meeting in  Retreat on January 23 at the home of Margaret Tompsett. This will be an 
opportunity to discuss and set our agenda for the next few months.  We will meet Rev. Tracy Johnson for lunch that 
day.  The congregation is welcome to meet and talk with any of us about your concerns and suggestions before the 
meeting. 
Joan Caputo, Board President  (508-776-0319) 
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                WINTER STORM CLOSINGS 

Winter is coming with the possibility of snow or ice which might make getting to the Meeting House  
difficult. This is the  procedure for such times.  Whatever the Meeting House does, please decide on your own whether 
or not to venture out!  
 Sunday Services: If a Sunday service needs to be canceled, the following will occur as soon after 8AM as 
possible: 
  An all-wide church email will go out to the congregation 
  The church phone message will announce the change (945-2075) 
  WQRC (99.9 FM) will be notified – we will be part of their closings list 
 Other church events on Sundays or during the week. 
  The email and phone message information will remain the same as for  Sunday closings.  
However, WQRC probably will not be called. 
 
PLEASE!!!  Make your own decisions based on your situation. Sunday services will not be canceled unless  
absolutely necessary, but consider your street, your neighborhood, your love – or not! – of driving in the snow.   
The most important thing is not the sermon, but your safety!!! 

 

                                            
                   SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 
 
Save January 25 for the first Pot Luck of 2020. We will celebrate “New Beginnings.”  5PM in the Fleck 
Room. Signups will begin soon. 
 
 
 

                                            
          THE GATHERING 
 

  
The women’s group of UUMH will meet Monday January 13 in the Fleck Room to make plans for the coming year.  
 
Bring soup to share and lots of ideas, too!    All members and friends are welcome. 
 
NOTE TIME FOR THIS MEETING IS 6:00PM 
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PEOPLE TO CELEBRATE      
  
January birthdays 
 
6 Zoe Simmons 
7 Naomi Turner 
8 Charlotte Edgecombe 
10 Betsey Stevens 
12 Brenda Collins 
13 Read Moffett 
23 Jennie Makihara 
26 Beth Avery 
28 Ron Nickerson 
 

      

        JOYS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

  
The Minding Your Business column in a recent 

Chronicle featured the Local Color Art Gallery owned 

by Julie Dykens. Located right next to Ocean State Job 

Lot and in three seasons as part of the Farmers’ 

market. A beautiful and fun gallery featuring several 

local artists, including Jane Eccles, Amy Dykens, and, 

of course, Julie. 

       BOOK CLUB 

The Third Monday Book will meet on Monday,  

January 20 to discuss Dearly beloved by Cara Wall at 

10:30AM in the Fleck Room. 

All are welcome for the year of for one particular 

book.  Call Mary Parsons for more info at 432-7194 

 

               RE COMMITTEE 
 
 Dorria Marsh, Anastasia Conley, Marija 

Eldredge,Margaret Tompsett, Bonnie Brydges, Deb 

Zahka, and Barbara Blanchard are members of the RE 

Committee responsible for the Sunday School. Please 

see one of them if you have ideas and/or would like to 

help. 


