
NEWS FROM THE HILL 
NEWSLETTER OF THE U.U.  
MEETING HOUSE OF CHATHAM 
PO BOX 18  CHATHAM MA 02633     508-945-2075 

JANUARY 2021 volume  XIX number 1 

       

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 
 
Meet our New Members  1    
Month of Sundays  2 
Minister’s Message  3 
Minister’s Message, cont. 4 
Social Justice News  4 
President’s Message  5 
Worship Service Committee 5 
In Memoriam   5 
Poinsettias   6 
Emergency Contacts  7 
Cookbook   7 
Small Group News  8 
Bits and Pieces   8
  

 “NEWS FROM THE HILL” 
is published monthly year round 
by the UU Meeting House of 
Chatham. 
Editor:  Susan Bauer 
Layout Editor: Susan Bauer 
Publisher: Karen Murdoch 
_________________________ 
SUNDAY SERVICES are 
 held at 10:30 AM each week. 
    _____________________ 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
next month is THURSDAY 
January 21. Send items to  
Sue Bauer: Ralphb1234@cs.com 

 

 

  
  MEET  OUR NEW MEMBERS  

     by Liz Van Wye, Membership co-chair 
 
Pavia 
  
   A native of Newark NJ who lived for many years in the Rochester NY area, 
Pavia has occasionally attended UUMH for the past couple of years and 
recently decided to join.  Raised in a Universalist church, she had  
previously attended a variety of religious services, including Quaker groups.  
"I was seeking a group and exploring UU churches," she said, and  the warm 
welcome she received from Edmund and Membership Chair Marion Harcourt 
and others helped her decide UUMH was the right place for her. 
   Pavia, who has called Cape Cod home for thirty years and now lives in  
Orleans, is a talented singer and musician.  She has frequently lent her music 
to fundraising activities of causes she believes in, and she did so in a cabaret 
setting at UUMH two years ago.  She has sung in a few Sunday services as 
well. 
   Pavia is interested in perhaps getting involved in the RE program, program 
activities, or membership.  She appreciates the welcoming atmosphere at 
UUMH and looks forward to getting to know others in the church. 
 
 
Steve Keenan, Jackie Venner, and Courtney Keenan 
  
   Formerly Episcopalians, Steve and Jackie and their son Courtney are new 
members of UUMH, drawn to the Meeting House by our Social Justice  
outreach programs.  They met and married as Peace Corps volunteers in  
Liberia in the '60s and they still travel back to visit with Liberian friends  
every couple of years. 
   Steve and Jackie were entrepreneurs in the Syracuse, New York area, where 
they owned a marina, rental properties and even a Christmas Tree Farm.   
After vacationing for many summers on Cape Cod, "I got tired of measuring 
snow in feet," Steve said with a laugh, so they retired to Chatham, where they 
have lived for the past 15 years.   
   The family volunteers at the Monomoy Wildlife Refuge.  Jackie has  
managed the gift shop at the center and Steve and Courtney have most  
recently been putting up signage and working on improving the trails. 
   Since joining, Steve and Courtney are looking forward to helping out on the 

Building and Grounds Committee where they will both be welcome additions.  

Although he has some learning challenges, Courtney has been a hard working 

volunteer at the Eldredge Library and is well known in town for his positive 

and outgoing personality.  Jackie is looking forward to volunteering at the 

Thrift Shop.  It may be a challenging time to join a new organization, Steve 

said, but "it's a great time to have a church family for support."    
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Board of Trustees 
Margaret Tompsett, President 
Mary Parsons, Vice President 
Joe Zahka, Treasurer 
Joan Caputo, Secretary 
At large members: 
Robin Hubbard 
Joan Konopka 
Liz Van Wye 
  
Program Council 
Sue Bauer, Chair 

  STAFF MEMBERS 
 
MINISTER: 
     Rev. Tracy Johnson 
 arevtracy@gmail.com 
MUSIC DIRECTOR:  
    Frank Toppa 
 ftoppa440@gmail.com 
 COMMUNICATION COORD.: 
    Karen Murdoch 
 chathamuu@gmail.com 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY: 
Charlotte Edgecombe 
 Edgecombe@comcast.net 

VISION STATEMENT 
   
We, the members and friends of the 
UUMH, strive: 
    To apply UU principles in our daily  
living, social actions, and community  
service; 
    To nurture a safe community that  
encourages intellectual, spiritual, and  
religious freedom and celebrates all the 
passages of life; 
    To welcome diversity and pluralism as 
essential for our connection with all  
humanity; 
    To provide fellowship, friendship, and 
fun, and to support a creative artistic and 
musical environment;  
    To sustain and promote a vital religious 
and spiritual lifespan education program.   

      
   A MONTH OF SUNDAYS 
 
 
 
January 3   Join with other UU churches 
  
 Rev. Tracy will send out links to other UU churches. Choose one 
 that interests you, and bring UUMH greetings to them. 
 

 
January 10    Bring A Friend Sunday     Rev. Tracy Johnson 
 
   You are encouraged to invite a friend to this service which will              
   focus on what we are grounded in as a faith tradition. 
 
 
January 17   Honoring Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
     Presented by the Worship Service Committee, using material     
     from the UUA’s Soul Matters curriculum. 
 
 
January 24   Normal Reimagined Rev. Tracy Johnson  
 
      All things being relative, including normality, we will explore    
     ways to reimagine the life we are returning to post-pandemic. 
 
 
January 24    Hindsight 2020  Rev. Molly Brewer 
 
        
 
****************************************************** 
 
Link to Sunday services now available every Sunday on the 
website (www.uumh.net).  Link will be the same each week. 
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Happy New Year, Dear Ones! 

 

     As we cross the threshold of the new year, I am imagining what the months to come will bring.  We have said over and 

over that we could not have imagined what 2020 had in store for us, although some of it was predictable if we were paying 

attention.  I wonder what 2021 will hold for us,  and I am inclined to imagine a time that makes meaning out of what has 

passed and turns it into what we need going forward.  Arundhati Roy makes the analogy of this pandemic experience as a 

portal to a new and different world.  We need to choose that, of course!  Returning to what was normal is also an option, but 

one I am not advocating for.  In fact, it is the last thing we need in so many spheres of our lives,  and the Meeting House is 

no different.  This is our opportunity to make lasting positive change, to continue the transformation that began as 2020 

brought us so many doorways to cross through as an institution, as people of faith, and as individuals.  I am excited to be on 

this journey with UUMH! 

     Your Board of Trustees has made the wise decision to keep our building closed for Sunday services and meetings 

through the church year.  This may be hard news for some of you, but it is the safest way to go and I applaud their sensible  

approach.  We will talk again about this in March as we consider things like the Thrift Shop reopening,  and when we have 

a better sense of how the vaccination program is going in our area.  Be patient, dear ones.  Good things are on the horizon 

for us, and we want to get there intact.   

     I want to encourage you to invite a friend to our virtual Sunday service on January 10th which we are fittingly calling 

“Bring a Friend Sunday.”  It is an opportunity to share our faith with someone we care about.  In order to make accessing 

our services more user-friendly we will be publishing a permanent zoom link on our website beginning this month.  I  

remember the first time I attended a Unitarian Universalist worship service and how freeing it was for me to know the  

acceptance of whatever I brought on my seekers journey,  that it would be heard,  be part of a larger conversation that was 

ever evolving.  I invite you to offer that gift to someone you know this month. 

     Change, we know, is not always easy even when we are in a welcoming mode.  2021 can be a year of leaning into ideas 

and visions for the Meeting House that will ground us and grow us.  I want to invite you to keep an open mind and an open 

heart as we try alternative ways of doing things.  I imagine this church on the hill in Chatham as a vibrant center for  

progressive religion; for the celebration of all of life’s passages; for the care and nurturance of both ourselves and the wider 

community; for people of all walks of life to enter in and engage with one another.   

     The Committee on Shared Ministry, chaired by Ed Mangiafico, will be conducting a congregational assessment  

beginning in January to determine how we are doing as a faith community in the face of a pandemic.  I encourage you to 

take part in it and to offer your honest reflections so that we are better able to serve the needs of the Meeting House moving 

forward.  It will be available online with mechanisms in place for those who need a paper version.  Watch for news about 

this coming up! 

  

  

           Cont. on p.4 
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           Be kind, for everyone you meet is fighting a hard battle. (Plato) 

 

 

    

          Cont. from p.3 

     I have never been one for New Year’s resolutions,  and this time around is no different.  What I am a fan of though is 

taking time to reflect and redirect, to set my sights on what is important in my life and our world and to plan for ways to 

move toward those things.  Perhaps you have your own rituals associated with the turning of the year.  This is the time for 

us to consider as a faith community what is truly meaningful to us and to think about ways to bring that into being.  Please 

don’t ever hesitate to be in conversation with me or with each other about this important passage through a portal not of 

our making.  As this new year takes shape, please know that you are held in the loving embrace of this community. 

 

Blessed be. 

Reverend Tracy 

 

      
   

        SOCIAL JUSTICE NEWS 
 
Our regular monthly meeting is the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 1:30 pm.   Contact Joan Caputo (508-776-0319) or 
Rev. Tracy if you would like a link to the meeting. 
 
At our December Meeting , all attendees were in favor of continuing our current monthly practice  of discussion of   
critical  current Social Justice problems  as well as updates on the activities of other local groups.  As opportunities for a 
whole community presentation and discussion present themselves we will facilitate and announce events. 
 
Right now, often related to Covid and its effects on families, many have serious food needs.  In addition, the threat of 
widespread eviction and possible foreclosure hangs over many.  We would appreciate suggestions for how we can offer 
direct help, especially on the Cape. 
 
Remember that Outreach Sunday  ( previously called Split the Plate ) will be on the last Sunday of the month.  Recipients 
will be announced during services and in the E-Blast. As well as methods of contributing. 
 
Joan Caputo 
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                    PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
     We have all had to make adjustments in our lives to make the best of Thanksgiving and Christmas during this pandemic. 
We had all hoped to be able to celebrate Christmas in the sanctuary, but the decision to continue with virtual services was 
made for us by the increase of COVID-19 cases in the community. However we are all learning how to use our electronic 
devices better so that we can mitigate our isolation and enjoy our virtual contacts and inspiration in our Meeting House 
services. It’s remarkable to me how much creativity some are showing with this medium. 
     I hope by now you have all had a chance to check out our new improved website. We would love to have contributions 
from any and all of you about anything happening even if it seems insignificant. Our website is our window on the world 
and we need to show ourselves as an energetic vibrant community so that others will want to get to know us. One cautionary 
note is needed on copyright. Material which can be used freely in church services cannot necessarily be put on the website or 
used in a zoomed service so please check copyright status before submitting it to our Administrative assistant Karen 
Murdoch. Thanks to the research done by Beth Avery, we have developed a copyright policy which is available in the 
church office. Your own creation you can of course use as you wish! 
     The advent of a working vaccine gives us all hope for a better 2021, so let’s follow all public health guidelines as we 
maintain our spirits and keep our eyes on the light at the end of the tunnel. 
 

Margaret Tompsett 

    
          WORSHIP SERVICE COMMITTEE NEWS 

     We are all looking forward to a brighter New Year.   We have been fortunate to have been able to fill the pulpit most 
every week with good speakers and great ministers. We will hope to be able to be in church by March, but in the 
meantime, we are still Virtual.  
     January is a month with 5 Sundays.  The committee will facilitate three of those Sundays. We will be starting off 
January 3 with everyone choosing another church service to attend. Tracy will give us a link to several different 
churches. On the 17th, the Worship Service Committee will present a service to honor Martin Luther King Jr.’s  
birthday.  The material we will be using is from the UUA February edition of Soul Matters, a monthly theme-based 
publication of church services to be used by congregations as they wish.  On January 31,  we will be having Rev. Molly 
Brewer whose service title is Hindsight 2020.  She is currently serving remotely as Youth Ministry Coordinator at the 
First Unitarian Church of Rochester. 
  
Dolly Howell 

   
   

    The sympathy of the  
Meeting House is extended 
to Read and Jane Moffett on 
the death of Read’s brother. 
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         Words are so easy; action is so difficult. (Adlai Stevenson) 

Successful Poinsettia Sale—and some 
sweets, as well! Thanks to Mary Parsons 
and Joan Konopka. 
 
Thanks to those who bought poinsettias: 
 
Sue Bauer  Joan Caputo 
Mary Chesnut  Sally Davol 
Charlotte Edgecombe 
Marion Harcourt   Dolly Howell 
Robin Hubbard  Tracy Johnson 
Joan Konopka  Jenni Makihara 
Ed and Jean Mangiafico 
Read and Jane Moffett 
Laurie Noble  Mary Parsons 
John and Evelyn Raye Joyce Sterling 
Margaret Tompsett  
Dave and Liz Van Wye 
 

Tracy offering “goodie 
bags” to be used at the  
Christmas Eve service 
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         COMING IN JANUARY   
 
 The Pastoral Care Team will be sending out Emergency Contact cards to members and friends in the next month or so. 
Some of you filled these bright yellow cards out several years ago and have recently been asked to update them. The 
rest of you—your turn is coming!  These cards  are simply a backstop for us in case we cannot locate you and are 
feeling anxious. They are kept in the church office and rarely come out of their file box, so no worries that you will be 
bothered unless absolutely necessary.  It’s our way to acknowledge your place in our beloved community.  
 
We will send you a card, some simple directions, and a stamped return envelope. And thanks for helping us with what 
the Pastoral Care Team thinks is a worthy project. 

 

Calling All Cooks!! 

 

 
 

Meeting House Meals cookbook  
  

Keep those recipes coming!!  
Please follow these very important guidelines when you share your recipe. 

  
*Recipe Title 
 
*Submitted By 
 
*INGREDIENTS: Use these abbreviations 
 pt.  qt.  pkg.  env.  c. tsp.  T.  oz.  lb.  gal.  doz.  sm. med. lg. 
 
*DIRECTIONS                                                                                       
  
*NOTE: (No more than 2 sentences.) Why do you like this recipe or suggestion for the best use of the recipe. 
  

   Thank you for submitting your recipes before January 31, 2021  

 
Email or mail recipes to Barbara Waters or Mary Parsons 

See UUMH Directory for addresses.  Questions? 

Call Mary  432-7194 
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PEOPLE TO CELEBRATE      
 
January Birthdays 
 
6  Zoe Simmons 
7  Naomi Turner 
8  Charlotte Edgecombe 
10  Betsey Stevens 
13  Read Moffett 
15  Courtney Keenan 
23  Jenni Makihara 
26  Beth Avery 
28 Ron Nickerson 

  DIRECTORY CHANGES 
Two winter addresses to add to directory 
 
 Laurie Carter Noble      Winter address 

274 Beacon Street 
Apt. 2R 
Boston MA 02116 
 
Deborah Ecker   Winter address 
80 Deaconess Rd. 
Concord MA 01742 

     
      SMALL GROUP NEWS 
 
 The heartbeat of the Small Group community is strong 
and well at the UU Meeting House during this 
pandemic time.  There are four groups currently 
meeting regularly, supporting each other and exploring 
such topics as healing, loneliness, and personal before 
and after moments that changed life paths.  We 
celebrated the 90 beautiful years in Bob Rice’s life and 
we welcome Kimberly Howard to the community.  For 
further information regarding small groups, contact 
Gail Tilton, gmtilton@capecod.net. 

            MEDITATION GROUP  

 Our Meditation group is meeting every Saturday at 
9:30 Via Zoom. 
Email  Gail Tilton at gmtilton@capecod.net  or call 

Joan Konopka  at 945-2141 for more info. 

              THINGS TO REMEMBER     

***** Consider mailing a check to the Meeting House 

each month to cover the amount you would normally 

place in the Offering bags each Sunday. Thanks. 

*****  When you send anything to the Meeting House 
through the mail, please remember that the address 
must be the Post Office Box, not the street address.   
The PO Box is Box 18.   .  

            THIRD MONDAY BOOK CLUB 

 The Third Monday Book Club will meet on 
January 18, at 10:30. Our book will still be Blue 
Latitudes by Tony Horwitz.  
Location to be announced. 
 
Enjoy! 
 

 

           JOIN US 
Join us on Sunday mornings!  Wherever you are, you 
too can be a part of UUMH’s Sunday morning 
services. If you receive emails from the Meeting 
House, you can get the link – either for your computer 
or phone -  AND if you have a friend whom you think 
might like to hear a sermon or two, send them to www. 
uumh.net for the recurring link to Sunday services. 
Great way to introduce people to us and us to them! 
Proselytizing at its best! 

mailto:gmtilton@capecod.net.

