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 “NEWS FROM THE HILL” 
is published monthly year round by 

the UU Meeting House of Chatham. 

Editor:  Susan Bauer 

Layout Editor: Susan Bauer 

Publisher: Andrea Pluhar 

_________________________ 

SUNDAY SERVICES are 

 held at 10:30 AM each week. 

    _____________________ 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  next 

month is THURSDAY, 

June 22. Send items to  

Sue Bauer: Ralphb1234@cs.com 
 

 

 

  

 

  2017 ANNUAL MEETING 

 

           SUNDAY JUNE 18, 2017 

 

           AFTER THE SERVICE 

 

 

All members are encouraged to attend. Friends are 

welcome, but may not vote. 

 

 Reports from the Board, Program Council, and  

Endowment Board will be presented.   A preliminary 

Budget for the 2017-18 Operating Fund will be  

presented for Congregational approval. 

 

 The Nominating Committee will present a slate of  

officers for the upcoming year. 
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   A MONTH OF SUNDAYS 

 
 

June 4     Coming Alive: How To Do It  Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 

 The late theologian Howard Thurman was once asked by people 
 deciding what to do with their lives what the world needs most and 
 he replied  “Don't ask yourself what the world needs. Ask yourself 
 what makes you come alive, and go do that, because what the world 
 needs is people who have come alive.”  We might bear this in mind 
 as we look at the social justice effort of the Meeting House, but how 
 can we forge an effective program out of  the individual passions of 
 the members? 
 

June 11     Childrens’ Sunday    

 

June 18     Flower Communion and Annual Meeting  

      Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 

 We remember Norbert Capek, the most recent Unitarian martyr, in 
 reenacting the flower communion he designed.  Please bring flowers 
 to contribute.   
 The service will be followed by the UUMH Annual Meeting. This 
 will be followed by a talk on Climate Change in the Facts Matter 
 Forum series  at 1:30. 
 

 June 25   The Sacrament of Dialogue            Dick Eccles 

In previous pulpit experiences, Dick has shared  the philosophy of 

 Jacob Trapp, and how that relates to creative interchange, the 

 process theology of Henry Nelson Wieman.  We recall in today’s 

 sermon some of the words of David Brooks, and extend our remarks 

 on Dr. Trapp’s philosophy as it relates to Martin Buber, author of I 

 and Thou. All this we bring back to the context of how we 

 communicate with each other, and the profound worth, indeed 

 sanctity, of our dialogue together. 

 

Who’s Preaching this Month 

Dick Eccles has been a UU for over 60 years, and involved in five churches 

before joining UUMH at its inception.   This will be the fourth of his 

sermons here over the period 2010-2016.  His first sermon, at the Summit NJ 

church, was in 1974.  Dick is our most recent past president of UUMH, 

having served four years in that position. 

Board of Trustees 
Beth Avery, President 
Bob Rice, Vice President 
Dolly Howell, Secretary 
Joe Zahka, Treasurer 
At large members: 

Bonnie Brydges 
Danielle Jeanloz 
Judy Reed 
Program Council 
Sue Bauer, Chair 

STAFF MEMBERS 

 

MINISTER: 

Rev. Edmund Robin-
son,edmuund@gmail.com  

MUSIC DIRECTOR:  

Frank Toppa, ftoppa440@gmail.com 
UUYOUth: 
Gail Eldredge, gailandterry@c4.net 

COMMUNICATION COORD.: 

Andrea Pluhar, chathamuu@gmail.com 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: 
Melissa Clayton, uumh@uumh.net 

SEXTON:  
Ralph Bauer, ralphb1234@cs.com 

VISION STATEMENT 

 
We, the members and friends  
of the UUMH, strive: 
 
To apply UU principles in our daily  
living, social actions, and community  
service; 
To nurture a safe community that  
encourages intellectual, spiritual, and  
religious freedom and celebrates all the 
passages of life; 
To welcome diversity and pluralism as 
essential for our connection with all  
humanity; 
To provide fellowship, friendship, and fun, 
and to support a creative artistic and musical 
environment;  
To sustain and promote a vital religious and 
spiritual lifespan education program.   
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 Sightings  

            the Rev. Edmund Robinson 
 
  These are unsettling times.  The President of the US is going through a series of scandals that sometimes 
feel  eerily like an historical reenactment of Watergate. Each day presents twists and turns that could not have 
been predicted the day before, but which quickly make us forget yesterday’s developments. 
 
 We get scandal fatigue and change fatigue rapidly, and we seek refuge in our religious institutions.  That 
is natural enough, but at this point, the Unitarian Universalist Association itself is going through major changes. I 
have written before about the racial diversity hiring issue in March which led to the resignation of Peter Morales 
as our President with only three months remaining on his term.  His resignation was followed by the resignations 
of other top staff, and by the declining of the regional staff position by the person who had been hired in the first 
place.  The UUA Board, which is presided over by Moderator Jim Key, a volunteer position, asked three 
distinguished UUs of color, Bill Sinkford, Sofia Betancourt and Leon Spencer, to take over as interim co-
Presidents.  It is significant that Leon Spencer is not a minister, the first non-minister to hold the title of UUA 
President.   
 
 The three have held meetings both in person and virtually, and have issued weekly reports.  Then in the 
last week, Moderator Jim Key learned that he had an advanced and aggressive form of cancer, and abruptly 
resigned as Moderator.  Thus the Association is in almost entirely new hands now, though many of those making 
the decisions have decades of service to our movement.  It will be interesting to see what faces are prominent in 
New Orleans at General Assembly.   
 
 The Interim co-Presidents have couched their reports in terms of striving to reach the “beloved 
community.”  I think it is a worthy reminder.  We are imperfect creatures who nevertheless try to build 
institutions on this earth that will move us forward towards overcoming oppressions.  I really like the way they 
ended their most recent message: 
 

“To say that change is hard may be trite, but it is true.   
As we grieve our collective losses, may we hold one another with tenderness. May we resist not 
only the anxiety and violence of the world around us but also resist our own impulse to claim 
innocence. A righteous denial of the need for change will ensure that we do not move forward. 
What we are embarking upon is deeply religious work. We are called to act as if love is real, and 
by our living make it so. We are called to insist that the Beloved Community is not just an idle 
dream. We are called to be present to both our past and to our 
dreams for the future in this faith of memory and of hope.” 

 
 
 
Blessings, 
 
Edmund 

 

 General  Assembly 

 

I will be off-cape from June 19 through July 2, first in New Orleans attending Ministry Days and General 

Assembly, and then on Star Island attending the conference on climate change of the Institute on Religion in an 

Age of Science (IRAS). 
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   A good laugh is sunshine in a house. (Thackeray)      

     FACTS MATTER FORUMS 
 

The Meeting House is not partisan, but we are not indifferent when proposals are made to base public policies involving 
lives, health, safety and a lot of money on “alternative facts.”   We want to bring in knowledgeable people in several 
subject areas to tell us the state of what is known in that area, including any areas of controversy.  Each talk will be at 
1:30 on  Sundays  in the sanctuary, and last about an hour and a half, including a generous time for questions and public 
discussions.  
Collin Mickle, Esq., head of the Cape Cod Immigration Resource Center, will have spoken  on May 21 on immigration 
and public safety.   
Our own Cheri Armstrong will speak on school vouchers and public education on June 4.  Mon Cochran, executive 
director of the new Cape Cod Climate Change Collaborative, will speak on climate change Jun 18 after the Annual 
Meeting. 
 

 UU YOUth 
 
Many of you may have noticed the Earth Box outside the Fleck Room.  With the assistance of Dolly Howell, Chandler 
Cheron and Grady Howell have assembled an “Earth Box” and planted lettuce plants for distribution to the students of 
our RE Program. Shortly you should be seeing tomato plants nurtured by our Sunday morning group added to the “box 
garden”. The project will be attended to by Chandler, Grady, Rood and Sarah over the summer months. Other vegetables 
may be added as the project evolves. The purpose is to assist the young families of our congregation to provide nutritious 
meals for their children. 
 
Currently, we are preparing our annual Children’s Service, which will be on June 11, 2017. The children will provide 
every component of the service, including the sermon and music with Frank Toppa. 
We have had a very busy year and accomplished many things. We are sad to be saying “Good-Bye” for the summer, but 
are looking forward to exciting things in September. 
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                             THRIFT SHOP NEWS 
         Monday through Friday, 10AM to 3PM 

    

  The Thrift Shop is open for business! 
 
  Tourists and locals will be coming in daily to explore and buy our treasures.  You can help too!!! 
  
  Come and buy, bring us your no-longer needed treasures, volunteer to help, one shift a   
  week or as a sub. 

  
                    Call   Deb Zahka at 508-864-8331 to find out everything you might need to know! 

AN IDEA FROM MEMBERSHIP 

      

 The Membership Committee would like to suggest that at coffee hour look around.   Is anyone alone, visitor 
or even a member?    Go and talk to that person.  We want to make sure all our members, as well as visitors, feel 
welcome.  Also, at Sunday service why not sit in a different place, perhaps next to someone you don’t know 
well.  And, if someone comes and sits next to you acknowledge that person – just a simple hello and maybe an 
invitation to “coffee hour.”   In reality, we are all “Membership!” 
 

 

HOSTS AND USHERS FOR JUNE AND JULY  
   
June 4 -  SGM – Sue Bauer 
June 11 - SGM - Priscilla Smith 
June 18 - SGM - Bob Rice 
June 25 - Pastoral Care - Ann Diggs 
 
July 2 - Congregation 
July 9 -  SGM - Liz Sjogren 
July 16 - Learning for Life - Judy Reed 
July 23 - Board of Trustees - Beth Avery 
July 30 - Worship Service Committee 
 
It’s not quite summer yet, but it is coming!  But for a few weeks you should be prepared for a windy porch. Rocks are on 
the window sill in the foyer to hold the tablecloths.  
 
The Worship Service Committee has a request that we all remember that sound carries from the church foyer. 

Please remember as Ushers to close the doors to the Sanctuary when the Prelude begins with the sounding of the 

gong.  

 
Thanks for being flexible. 
Dolly Howell 



UUMH NEWSLETTER         6                   JUNE  2017 

CONGREGATE HOUSE SUPPERS 
 

On May 21 the Congregate House dinner was  in the able hands of Barbara Waters, Barbara Blanchard,  and Janice 
Bianculli. 
The next dinner is June 18th with Jackie Beale and Connie Pina. We are in need of another helper. If anyone is interested 
please call Jackie Beale at 508-945-2131 or 508-221-1557.  
 
 Thank you, as always,  for your help. It is greatly appreciated by the residents, and we do have fun. 

       One cannot have pleasure without giving it.                        

THE GATHERING 

 The Gathering will be meeting on Monday June 12 at 7:00 PM at the home of Mary Chesnut. We will be having a 
Yankee Swap with all the leftovers being donated to the Thrift Shop. Fill a paper bag with your unwanted items, seal it up 
and come and enjoy some laughs. If anyone would like to bring a dessert or beverage, please do so. 

Call Charlotte Edgecombe at 508-398-8516 for more information.  All women of the Meeting House are welcome—try 
us out—you’ll have a good time! 

SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE MEETING 

The Social Justice Committee will meet in the Annex on Wednesday, June 21 at 10 AM.  Plans and ideas for projects and 
programs will be discussed.  Any and all ideas are welcome, so bring yours and get involved in helping to make things 
happen! 

      COMING IN JULY—MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!! 

July 4 on the UUMH lawn, Marion Harcourt and her awesome committee will once again entice parade watchers to join 
us for  breakfast and/or snacks.  We will be open 8:00 – 12:00 noon selling coffee, lemonade, bagels with cream cheese, 
popcorn,  hot dogs, etc.     
 
Call Marion Harcourt at 432-9443 to help out with this very successful—and yummy—fundraiser. 
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PEOPLE TO CELEBRATE      
   
June Birthdays  

2 Joyce Sterling 
4 Nancy Stoddard 
7 Edmund Robinson 
7 Dwight Wilson 
8 Walter Diggs 
9 Jeff Dykens 
15 Dave Van Wye 
17 Connie Johnson 
24 Joe Zahka 
28 Greg Heyl 
29 Nancy Rollins 
30 Helen Pickett 
 
 
June Anniversaries 

7 Ann and Harmon Diers 
10 Jacqueline Schwab and Edmund Robinson 
11 Helen and Gene Pickett 
12 Debbie and Joe Zahka 
17 Brenda and Bill Collins 
21 Debby and Hoyt Ecker 
29 Greg Heyl and Eric Riley 
 
Celebrating their 65th anniversary this month: 

The Diers and the Picketts 

 
WHAT AN IMPRESSIVE GROUP WE ALL ARE!! 

THE VITALITY  IS AMAZING!! 

 

 

THIRD MONDAY BOOK CLUB 

 

The Third Monday Book Club will meet on Monday, 
June 19 in the Annex to discuss 
The Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline. 
Newcomers always welcome, for the year or just for a 
particular book. Call Mary Parsons 432-7194 for more 
information. 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
  
***** "Wrinkles, the musical” written by Naomi 
Turner and Wilderness Sarchild  continues through 
Sunday June 11 at the Cape Cod Theatre Company, 
home of Harwich Junior Theatre. Check out the 
website at wrinklesthemusical.com.  
 
*****  On July 12 Joan Caputo will take part in the 
25th annual Housing with Love Walk. Joan walks a 
portion of the walk in Chatham (the entire walk covers 
the whole Cape!) and would love company and 
sponsors.  More info in July. Part of the Chatham 
Ecumenical Council to Prevent Homelessness’ effort 
to raise awareness of the problem in Chatham and 
surrounding communities.  

MAGIC BY THE SEA RETURNS 
 
MAGIC BY THE SEA returns to UUMH for its eighth 
season! "Magic, Mystery, and Fun" for the entire 
family!  . Richard Archer and Company return with 
NEW and OLD astoundingly inventive illusions, 
comedy, and amazing magic for kids aged 3-103.  
 
This year  the shows will be on WEDNESDAY 
evenings all summer, each week at 7:00 p.m. SHOW 
DATES are June 28, July 5, 12,19, 26  August 2, 9, 16, 
23, 30.  
 
All tickets are $12 and are sold in the UUMH Thrift 
Shop M-F 10 am-3 pm and at the door one hour prior 
to performance. 
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Meeting House Music 2017 
Music at the Meeting House starts up again Thursdays July 6th and continues into 

the fall. Here is the line up for July.  
 

 

 

July 6  

 

Julian Petrallia , organ.  Julian is a master organist though he is still under the age of twenty.  He has 

served as the Associate Organist at the First Congregational Church in Chatham, and has just finished 

his first year at the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, NY, where he also serves as organist the 

First Baptist Church in that city.  While Julian has access to some of the grandest pipe organs in the 

country, he remains enthusiastic about the possibilities of the Meeting Houseʹs electronic Rodgers 

organ. 

 

July 13  

 

The Lindsays  The Lindsays play a mix of contemporary songs, old ballads, and Irish traditional jigs 

and reels. Susan plays sax, Irish flute, and whistle, and Stephen, a native of Dublin, Ireland, plays 

guitar and sings. In full-band configuration, they are joined by Ted Mello on upright bass. The music is 

a reflection of who they are and where theyʹve been, from rock to Irish to blues to jazz to world. The 

only rule: It just has to be a good song. 

 

July 20   

 

Chev Hardy  is a jazz and swing singer known for her elegant phrasing, rich timbre and precise 

mastery of complex rhythms.  She has appeared on the UUMH series in past years. 

 

July 27  

 

Priscilla Smith is a member of the Meeting House, a former a9orney, an artist commi9ed to creatively 

opposing injustice, and a fine classical harpist.   
 
 

 
 
 
   

 


