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_________________________ 
SUNDAY SERVICES are 
 held at 10:30 AM each week. 
    _____________________ 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
next month is THURSDAY, 
FEBRUARY 18. Send items to 
Sue Bauer: Ralphb1234@cs.com 

 

 

      

   MARK YOUR CALENDARS ! 

 

     Sunday, February 14, 1PM 

 

A Reception for 

 

STUDIES IN BLACK AND WHITE 

Civil Rights Photography by Rowland Scherman 

                                        

See and hear first-hand accounts of what it was like to BE THERE in 

1963 for the largest demonstration for freedom and jobs that our  

country had ever experienced, the March on Washington. 

 

It is our hope that these iconic photos, with narration by Rowland 

Scherman, and opening remarks by Edmund Robinson, will provide a 

meaningful background  for our  continuing conversations and actions 

on race and justice.  

 

Scherman, photographer for Life Magazine, first photographer for the 

Peace Corps, and the U.S. Information Agency’s official photographer 

for the 1963 March of Washington, will discuss his civil rights  

photographs. Scherman will give personal tours of the photos and sign 

copies of his book, Timeless: Photography of Rowland Scherman 

 

Because the reception starts so soon after the Sunday service (leaving 

little time for some of us to grab lunch at home) light sandwiches will 

be provided at Coffee Hour, to be followed by a variety of munchies at 

the reception. 

 

KEEP THE CONVERSATION GOING. 

RACISM DID NOT END WITH A MARCH. 

 

Curated by the Learning for Life, Social Justice, and Art Committees 
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 Board of Trustees 
Dick Eccles, President 

Bob Rice, Vice President 

Dolly Howell, Secretary 

Joe Zahka, Treasurer 

     At large members: 

Beth Avery 

Danielle Jeanloz 

Naomi Turner 

Program Council 
Sue Bauer, Chair 

STAFF MEMBERS 

MINISTER: 

    Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 edmuund@gmail.com  

MUSIC DIRECTOR:  

    Frank Toppa 

 ftoppa440@gmail.com 

UUYOUth: 

     Cheri Armstrong   

      cheriarmstrong@hotmail.com                                          

COMMUNICATION COORD.: 

     Jan Young  uumh@uumh.net 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: 

     Melissa Clayton uumh@uumh.net 

 SEXTON:  

     Ralph Bauer 

       ralphb1234@cs.com 

VISION STATEMENT 
   

We, the members and friends of the 

UUMH, strive: 

    To apply UU principles in our daily  

living, social actions, and community  

service; 

    To nurture a safe community that  

encourages intellectual, spiritual, and  

religious freedom and celebrates all the 

passages of life; 

    To welcome diversity and pluralism as 

essential for our connection with all  

humanity; 

    To provide fellowship, friendship, and 

fun, and to support a creative artistic and 

musical environment;  

    To sustain and promote a vital religious 

and spiritual lifespan education program.   

      

   A MONTH OF SUNDAYS 
 
   

February 7       Is Racism America’s Original Sin?    

     Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 

 President Obama in his eulogy for Rev. Clementa Pinckney in 

 Charleston, called slavery America’s original sin.  Racism is  

 slavery’s child.  But our religious traditions reject original sin.  How 

 does this affect the way we view racism? 

   

February  14             Loving the Other  Rev. Edmund Robinson 
 

 The Universalist ethic is based on “God as all conquering love.” 

 Is love the answer to racism?  How do we love someone who is  

 different from ourselves? 

 

February 21    Privilege and Responsibility    Rev. Edmund Robinson 
 

 What is white privilege, and how is it related to disadvantage?  What 

 responsibilities go with privilege? 

    

 

February 28    Intersectional Identity   Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 

 In the last few years, progressives have lifted up the idea that none 

 of us has one identity, but several.  Black and female and Lesbian.  

 Brazilian and male and disabled.  What does it do to our thinking 

 about resolving racism to think in terms of intersections? 

 

Additional event 

 

Wednesday, February 10  at 7 PM, UUMH Sanctuary.  
 “Ash Wednesday” We will observe the beginning of the Christian liturgical 

season of Lent with a reading and discussion of T.S. Eliot’s poem  

Ash-Wednesday.  Eliot, the closest thing we have to a Unitarian apostate, 

wrote the poem as a reflection on the ebbing of Christianity’s influence, but 

its surprising images have always spoken to me in a deep way.  There will be 

musical interludes between each of the sections, and the whole poem 

available in text for contemplation.  
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 Sightings 

 Rev. Edmund Robinson 

   
     In my Martin Luther King, Jr. Sunday sermon, I noted that the Board of Trustees, in approving my request for 

the Meeting House to display a Black Lives Matter banner, had said that the conversation was as important as the 

banner.  We have been engaged in a conversation about race since early December, with sermons, an open  

meeting in the sanctuary, and small group processes.   

 

     We have come to realize that this is often an uncomfortable conversation, and that is as it should be.   Our 

heritage as U.U.s gives us a particular theological perspective.  We affirm the inherent worth and dignity of all 

persons, as our Universalist heritage calls us to do. But both sides of our heritage arose from rejections of  

Calvinism, and we don’t want a guilt-based solution either.  We are called not to shrink in guilt but to recognize 

our responsibility to tear down the systems which oppress so many of our brothers and sisters of color. 

     I am happy to say that I have found a facilitator for the next phase of this conversation who is a UU and has 

long experience in the conversation.  She is Tia Cross, a Commissioner of the Barnstable County Human Rights 

Commission, a member of First Parish Brewster, and a consultant on cross-cultural communication. 

 

     Tia is offering to lead conversations in the Fleck Room Tuesday mornings in February, beginning at 10 AM.   

We will have coffee at the beginning of the period, and around 11:30 we will close with a light lunch.  We ask 

that this not be a drop-in event, but that people sign up with a commitment to attend all or most of the sessions. 

 

     Here is how Tia describes herself:  

 

I have been doing this work since the 1970's, when I lived on Boston and was involved in a lot 

of community organizing.  I was very happily a freelance photographer.  But some of my Black 

and Latina friends started telling me that I should teach about racism.  I resisted, because I was 

afraid, but they began referring people and groups to me.  So I created classes, mostly by trial 

and error, since there were almost no materials to draw from in those days.  The classes went 

well, I had to create sequels and I've been teaching ever since!  I soon had no time for my  

photography, because there was no one else doing what I was in Boston then.  Over the years, 

I've taught at a number of colleges and worked with a few businesses and with all different kinds 

of organizations.    

 

     This will be a great opportunity for us and I encourage you to sign up in church on Sunday the 31st. 

   

Blessings, 

 

Edmund 
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  Nobody has ever measured how much a heart can hold. (Z. Fitzgerald) 

     

 

 FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Nominations Open for Building Restoration Decoration Advisors   

 

The Board of Trustees has reviewed alternative plans and suggestions from Building & Grounds, and has concluded that 

we should maintain our present pews in the sanctuary.  Alternatives involving replacement with chairs or movable pews 

were considered impractically expensive. 

 

Redecoration of the sanctuary is anticipated for a later year in our schedule, but we have funds and strong incentive now 

to purchase cushions for the pews.  In selecting color and materials for these cushions, we need to anticipate later  

aesthetic decisions to be taken for floor coverings and other possible changes. 

 

Everyone enjoys the beauty of our sanctuary, and many of us will have ideas on preferred color schemes. Rather than 

open this to wide congregational discussion, the Trustees wish to appoint two or three aesthetically-experienced people to 

a Committee for making such color decisions.  

 

Everyone also enjoys the beauty of decisions made democratically by those affected by those decisions.  Our proposal is 

to establish a Sanctuary Decoration Committee by this Notice in our weekly bulletin and newsletter, and by  

announcement at church, inviting people to nominate color-cognizant folks or others to be on this Committee.  This could 

include people nominating themselves. Nominations are to be submitted to me by e-mail (rmeccles@aol.com) or phone 

(255-7937).  Trustees would review the responses and attempt from the nominees to find a Chair for the Committee, with 

whom further screening of the other nominations would lead to selection of two additional Committee Members.  

 

Dick Eccles, President 

 

   

        UU YOUth 
 

We have exciting weeks ahead!  Currently we are studying Hinduism, as part of our World Religion Curriculum   

 

Our projects for the next month include making Valentines and delivering them to Liberty Commons on Sunday, February 

14.  This project will be facilitated by Dorria Marsh and Jean Needel.  We will also be starting a mural project under the  

direction of Jane Eccles, for the Art Show in March.  Attendance has been challenging, as many children have been sick or 

vacationing.  We hope to reconvene, with full participation, by January 24.  

 

Gail Eldredge and Cheri Armstrong had the opportunity to attend a conference in Fairhaven with Edmund on Religious  

Education issues.  It was a wonderful gathering and an opportunity to share ideas. 
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    CONGREGATE HOUSE SUPPERS VOLUNTEERS MEETING 

 

February 8, Monday at 10AM in the Fleck Room   2016 Organizational Meeting of Volunteers for  

    providing Sunday Congregate Meals 

 

     For the tenth year the UUMH Social Justice Committee has agreed, with six other Chatham churches, to 

share the task of providing one simple Sunday meal by volunteering to cook and serve meals to 12 to 15 senior 

residents of the Chatham Congregate Housing.  

     The meal preparation, all food provided, takes place in the kitchen of the Congregate Housing apartments off 

Crowell Road. Each volunteer crew includes at least one experienced volunteer along with 2 helpers and  

someone who will create homemade goodies for dessert. Your time commitment is usually from 3:30 to 6.   

 

 2016 Congregate Meals UUMH Schedule for 2016 

 

February 7, 2016 – (Barbara Waters will be lead volunteer and would like two helpers.) 

 

Remaining dates: March 20, May 1, June 12, July 17, August 21, October 2, November 13 

 

Co-Leaders for UUMH continue to be:   

Jackie Hebert Beale  (jahberh1@comcast.net)  

Barbara Waters  (bwaters14@comcast.net)  

 Please contact them with any questions or if you wish to volunteer and cannot attend the February 8 meeting.  

 

  
 
 

  

     FEBRUARY POT LUCK   

 

 

Because the January Pot Luck was postponed due to snow, the February Pot Luck has also been moved to 

Saturday, February 20 at 5 PM in the Fleck Room.  Entertainment will be provided and signups will begin 

immediately on Sunday mornings. Call Mary Parsons (432-7194) for info or to sign up.  

   A great way to beat the winter blahs! 
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 Every act of love is a work of peace, no matter how small. (Mother Teresa)

 

    

 HOSTS AND USHERS FEBRUARY AND MARCH 2016 

 
 The winter has finally come, and we all seem to be around the coffee and tea end of the table. The spreads of the  

refreshment have been very grand. Remember they don’t have to be.  There are plenty of supplies in the cupboards.  

Just bring some milk and 1/2 and 1/2 half,  and you will be all set. If you want to do more, that is okay, too. Clean up has 

been great, but we need to keep the large coffee and tea urns uncovered to let them dry. 

 

Thanks for keeping up the good work. 

Dolly Howell 

 

 
Learning for Life - Judy Reed - February 7  

Board of Trustees - Dick Eccles - February 14  

Finance Committee - Joe Zahka - February 21  

SGM - Brenda Collins - February 28  

 

Ladies Lunch - Sue Bauer- March 6  

Membership - Marion Harcourt - March 13  

SGM - Liz Sjogren - March 20  

SGM - Barbara Rothenburger - March 27  

 

            WINTER STORM CLOSINGS 

  
We are coming into winter and the possibility of snow or ice which might make getting to the Meeting House difficult. 

The Program Council and the minister have developed a procedure for such times.  Whatever the Meeting House does, 

please decide on your own whether or not to venture out!  

Sunday Services: If a Sunday service needs to be canceled, the following will occur as soon after 8AM as possible: 

 An all-wide church email will go out to the congregation 

 The church phone message will announce the change (945-2075) 

 WQRC (99.9 FM) will be notified – we will be part of their closings list. 

 Other church events on Sundays or during the week: 

 The email and phone message information will remain the same as for Sunday closings.  

However, WQRC probably will not be called. 

  

PLEASE!!!  Make your own decisions based on your situation. Sunday services will not be canceled unless absolutely 

necessary, but consider your street, your neighborhood, your love – or not! – of driving in the snow.   

The most important thing is not the sermon, but your safety!!! 
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PEOPLE TO CELEBRATE      
    
 February Birthdays 

 
 1 Elsa Bastone 

 3 Joyce DeVoe 

 4 George Bianculli 

 5 Mary Chesnut 

16 Joanne Arnold 

19 Juris Ukstins 

20 Debbie Zahka 

25 Linda Redding 

25 Luka Eldredge 

27 Barbara Holden 

27 Joan Caputo 

29 Cheri Armstrong 

 

February Anniversaries 
 

 1 Betty and Bob Twiss 

 1 Liz and Dave Van Wye 

 

March Birthdays 
 

 1 Steve Henry 

 2 Emma Eldredge 

 STOP AND SHOP Cards  

 
Stop and Shop cards are available from Mary Chesnut  

or Mary Parsons before and after Sunday services.  

These are the same as cash when you are shopping, but 

also benefit the Food Pantry.   

 

THIRD MONDAY BOOK CLUB 

 

The Third Monday Book Club will meet on Monday 

February 15 in the Fleck Room at 10:30 AM.. The 

book to be discussed is Olive Kitteridge by 

Elizabeth Strout. 

 

Newcomers always welcome, for the year or just for a 

particular book. Call Mary Parsons 432-7194 for more 

information. 

    JOYS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 
 Two great articles in the Chronicle:    

Jacqueline Schwab was featured on their Page 2  

Spotlight, highlighting her musical background and 

training as well as her current schedule and her  

recordings.   

And Mary Parsons and Linda Redding were pictured 

with Larry Marsland having presented a check to him 

and the Lower Cape Outreach Council from the  

Turkey Trot proceeds. 

  THE GATHERING  

 
The Gathering will  meet on Monday February 8 at 

7:00pm for dessert at the Wild Goose Tavern in  

Chatham (aka Wayside Inn). Hope to see many new 

faces! Call Charlotte Edgecombe (398-8516) for more 

information. 

  EMERGENCY CONTACT CARDS 
 

Emergency Contact Cards will be available during 

February at coffee hour.    
 

If you have not yet filled out a card, we invite you to 

do so. If you are not sure whether you have done so 

or if your information has changed come see us as 

well!    

 COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

FISH is a Chatham organization which provides  

transportation to residents needing a ride to medical  

appointments on the Cape. It is a free service which 

uses volunteers to do the driving. They also have  

volunteer dispatchers to match those needing a ride 

with available drivers. Do you have one morning a 

month available?  FISH is looking for dispatchers. 

This is how it works: Anyone needing a ride calls  

Liberty Commons who calls the dispatcher on duty 

that morning. The dispatcher uses a list of available 

drivers to connect the two. All it requires is a commit-

ment to one day a month from 9:30-1:30.  Even if you 

are away for the winter, you could help as a summer 

or fill-in dispatcher.  If you’re interested or want more 

information, please call Sue Bauer at 945-3264.  

And thanks! 


