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“NEWS FROM THE HILL” 
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the UU Meeting House of Chatham. 

Editor:  Susan Bauer 

Layout Editor: Susan Bauer 

Publisher: Andrea Pluhar 

_________________________ 

SUNDAY SERVICES are held at 

10:30 AM each week. 

_____________________ 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE   

next month is THURSDAY, 

FEBRUARY 16. Send items to  

Sue Bauer: Ralphb1234@cs.com 
 

 

 

THE 5 Ws OF SMALL GROUP MINISTRY 

 
WHO:  Any and all members and friends of UUMH. 
 
WHEN: Meet once or twice a month, morning, afternoon, or evening, 
with or without food and drink. 
 
WHERE: At the Meeting House or members’ homes. 
 
WHAT:  Small Groups are found in UU congregations everywhere. 
Definitions differ, but here at UUMH the basic tenets include:  
a covenant including respectful listening, regular attendance, a sense of 
community rather than debate.  
 
WHY: To discuss topics of interest to the particular group. To get to 
know members of the group in a more personal and deeper way than 
simply chatting at coffee hour. To get a sense of really belonging to a 
group, to a community. To learn something new, to think of things in a 
new way, to have fun. 
 
So that’s it in stark black and white, but Small Groups are so much 
more! 
 
Each group is different. Each group chooses its own topics which might 
include spirituality, mindful living, communication, social justice is-
sues, who am I and why am I a UU,  atheism or not, death, gratitude, 
finding balance, community issues like genetically modified food, even 
fun topics like memories of Christmas or my bucket list. 
 
Each group has a facilitator, but how the meeting is run is decided by 

the individual group and may change over time. The group’s members 

remain constant;  people leave the group for various reasons and new 

members arrive, but it is all voluntary. You are welcome to try out a 

group without committing to a long term relationship! Not every person 

fits into every group, no fault, no blame; you may try another group if 

you wish. All we ask is that you give it a good try of at 

least a few meetings. 

Call Sue Bauer for more information. (945-3264) 
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STAFF MEMBERS 

 

MINISTER: 

    Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 edmuund@gmail.com  

MUSIC DIRECTOR:  

    Frank Toppa 

 ftoppa440@gmail.com 

UUYOUth: 

     Gail Eldredge 

              gailandterry@c4.net 

COMMUNICATION COORD.: 

 Andrea Pluhar 

chathamuu@gmail.com 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: 

     Melissa Clayton uumh@uumh.net 

 SEXTON:  

     Ralph Bauer 

VISION STATEMENT 
   
We, the members and friends of the UUMH, 

strive: 

    To apply UU principles in our daily  
living, social actions, and community  
service; 
    To nurture a safe community that  
encourages intellectual, spiritual, and  
religious freedom and celebrates all the passag-
es of life; 
    To welcome diversity and pluralism as es-
sential for our connection with all  
humanity; 
    To provide fellowship, friendship, and fun, 
and to support a creative artistic and musical 
environment;  
    To sustain and promote a vital religious and 
spiritual lifespan education program.   

A MONTH OF SUNDAYS 
 

 
February 5         A Hard Rain’s A-Gonna Fall 
 Rev. Dr. Barbara Whittaker-Johns 
 
Bob Dylan won the 2016 Nobel Prize in Literature. At the ceremony, Patti 
Smith sang his 1962 hit which reminds us to ask, about recent events in our 
country:  “Where have you been? What  did you see? What did you hear? 
Who did you meet?” And, “What’ll you do now?” What will we do now?   
During this month of Darwin’s birthday, we will recall his legacy of our un-
derstanding of the evolution of the brain, including its capacity for language. 
And we will claim evolution’s gift of the power of the word and the power of 
song to create new life.   

 

February 12       When We Assume . . .  Rev. Tracy Johnson 
 

You know the old adage!  None of us likes to be the subject of someone 
else's assumptions, but aren't they inevitable? How do they affect us?  What 
is our task in light of the present day? 
 

February  19      Facts Matter, As a Matter of Fact   
 Rev.  Edmund Robinson 
 
The quest for truth in a regime of climate change denial and “fake news.”  
This replaces a January sermon which was snowed out. 
 

February  26      Let Freedom Ring  Rev. Edmund Robinson 

What are the freedoms which we have as citizens under the US Constitution?  
Are they under attack?  This service will introduce a series of discussions on 
our freedoms which I will be coordinating as a Learning for Life class.  See 

page 4 for more details. 
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Sightings  

             

the Rev. Edmund Robinson 
    

     I went back to my hometown of Columbia, SC this past weekend to attend a very special birthday party.  My stepfather, 
Stuart Clarkson, turned one hundred.  The celebration was a modest affair, in the parish hall of the Episcopal Church found-
ed by Stuart, my parents and others in the early 1950s,  which I attended through my childhood.  Since my mother, his third 
wife, died in 2009, Stuart has continued to live on his own in the modest brick bungalow he built in the 1940s and in which 
he raised his five children.  He still drives, and he is sharp as a tack.  My brothers Allen and Gus and our sister Courtney 
went over to talk to him right after we had gotten there, and we were chatting when a young nephew of his came up accom-
panied by a woman he was dating also named Courtney.  Among the small group standing there, it was Stuart who first real-
ized and remarked on the fact that we had two people named Courtney there. 
 
     At the same time I know that most of us will not see a hundredth birthday.  I am trying to minister to medical problems 
of several of us in the congregation.  I preached a recent sermon on Love and Longevity, but there also seems to be quite an 
element of Luck in it as well.  My stepfather has not reached his exalted age by pursuing a particularly healthy lifestyle, 
though he has never smoked cigarettes as far as I know.  Fortune has smiled on him. 
 
     I also think about luck and longevity as we consider the survival odds of this Meeting House.  Joe Zahka, our treasurer, 
who first raised the issue of sustainability last year, recently wrote a memo helping the Board of  
Trustees stay focused on the problem of how we can continue to attract new members.    What I want to say to the Meeting 
House in general is that growth is everyone’s concern.  If you notice something which you think is a turn-off for members 
or visitors, bring it to someone’s attention.  If you have ideas for outreach projects, let me know.  Let’s all try to think out-
side the box.  Sustainability of the Meeting House, like longevity for an  
individual, is partly a matter of luck,  but there are things we can do to encourage good luck. 
 

     By the way, Jacqueline and I will be in St. Croix, USVI from Jan. 30 through Feb. 14. 
 

Blessings, 
Edmund 
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   Great necessities call out great virtues. (Abigail Adams)  

FLECK ROOM FREEDOM FORUMS  
 

What does the future hold for freedom of speech, of the press, religion, assembly? Starting Saturday, February 25,  
Edmund will be hosting a weekly series of discussions on the constitutional freedoms which we now enjoy.  10:30 to noon. 
You are welcome to take the whole series or pick and choose.  Tentative schedule is:  
 
** February  25  Freedom of speech   
** March  4  Freedom of the press 
** March 11  Right to privacy 
** March  18  Right to assemble and associate 
** March 25  Free exercise and establishment  of religion 
** April  1  Due Process of law 
** April 15  Equal protection 

 

WHO’S PREACHING THIS MONTH  
 
  

Rev. Dr. Barbara Whittaker-Johns is a Unitarian Universalist parish minister, having served churches in Arlington, MA 
and Amherst, MA, and having had a previous career in special education. She grew up in Maine, studied at Harvard  
Divinity School and interned at First Parish Brewster.  She is married to Frank Toppa, our Music Director, and they have 
one adult son, Isaac Toppa.  Since 1984 Barbara has been a leader in the Institute on Religion in an Age of Science (IRAS) 
and currently devotes much of her professional energy to serving as IRAS' President. 
 
 
 The Rev. Tracy Johnson  serves as a Community Minister in Harwich Port at WE CAN (Women’s Empowerment 
through Cape Area Networking) where her primary responsibility is coordinating the PathMakers Program,  a mentoring 
program for women.  She is a graduate of Andover Newton Theological School, receiving her Master of Divinity in 2014.   
Tracy is retired from State service in Connecticut since 2012, having worked the majority of her career in the parole  
system where she oversaw the supervision and transfer of formerly incarcerated persons  in order to increase their  
opportunities for family support, employment and education.  Tracy lives in Harwich with her husband, Chuck, and  
enjoys gardening, weaving and cycling.   



UUMH NEWSLETTER         5           FEBRUARY  2017 

VALENTINE’S POT LUCK   SATURDAY  FEBRUARY 11 

 
February 11 at 5PM in the Fleck Room. Sign-ups will begin in February. Beat the winter doldrums…celebrate  
Valentine’s Day…bring a friend…have a fun evening…etc.,etc.  Call Sue Bauer for more information (945-3264). 

   

  

  OUR NEW COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR 

 
 Andrea Pluhar moved to Wellfleet in 1991 to raise her two boys just down the road from the house her grandparents 
bought in 1933. She has a BFA from the School of the Museum of Fine Arts/Tufts and spent many years working on an 
oeuvre of pictures ranging across many styles and media. She has been active in her community since her boys were 
small serving on the School Committee, the Recycling Committee, and the Wellfleet Historical Society and Museum.  
She has worked with ArtPeacemakers since 2011 helping to create the wonderful, annual WalKING Celebration on Mar-
tin Luther King Day, and is a founding organizer of Wellfleet Porchfest and Outermost Contra. Andrea also works with 
Payomet  
Performing Arts Center in Press Relations and as House Manager and nurtures a small clutch of web and print design 
 clients.  In her spare time, such as it is, she studies and plays traditional Celtic fiddle. 

 
  Andrea’s hours  : Andrea’s hours in the office at the Meeting House are: 

 

    Monday and Friday:  10AM to 3PM 

    Wednesday: 12PM to 5PM 

                                 

CONGREGATE HOUSE SUPPERS VOLUNTEERS MEETING 
  
On February 8th we will have an informational  meeting about the Congregate House for anyone interested in what 

it all entails.  Join us at 10:30 in the Fleck Room.   

 
UUMH shares the task of providing one simple Sunday meal to 12 to 15 senior residents of the Chatham Congregate Hous-
ing. The meal preparation, all food provided, takes place in the kitchen of the Congregate Housing apartments off Crowell 
Road. Each volunteer crew includes at least one experienced volunteer along with 2 helpers and someone who will create 
homemade goodies for dessert. Your time commitment is usually from 3:30 to 6.   

  



UUMH NEWSLETTER         6           FEBRUARY  2017 

    
 

UUYouth 
 

The month of February will  see our children creating Valentines to deliver to the residents at the  
Victorian House.  This intergenerational community service project is one of our favorite activities. The 
children have an opportunity to become very creative with ribbons, lace, and trim and the residents are  
very pleased to receive the decorations to cheer up the usual February doldrums. 
 
With the assistance of Dorria Marsh and Dwight Wilson, we will be continuing our work to build and decorate a book case 
for a three year old who will be moving into one of the Habitat Homes. The congregation will be asked to donate a chil-
dren’s book to help fill this book case. The final product will be delivered at the dedication ceremony when the owners move 
into their new homes. Our children are going to develop a list of their favorite books when they were three to give us an idea 
of what our little boy might like. 

   

AMERICAN  COLONIAL  HISTORY 

 
Dear Fellow Americans:  Are you as confused and dismayed as I am about what is going on in the good old USA ?  It has 
made me wonder just who we are and what we are all about !  American Colonial History has always been one of my favor-
ite studies, and this has made me want to pursue it and learn more about what our real roots are.  What we all learned in 
school was romanticized and dramatized, leaving out some of the good parts, as well as most of the bad ones.   
 
In my search for answers I came upon a wonderful resource: The Great Courses.  A series of illustrated lectures by  
respected Professors from prominent universities across the USA.   In view of recent events the DVDs  of  historic  
subjects may shed some light on some of the questions about our past, of who we are and what we must do, to continue on 
our road to Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness.  Some of the lectures we will enjoy and discuss if there is enough interest 
are : “ The Skeptics Guide to American History”,  “American Ideals : Founding a Republic of Virtue”, ” Turning Points In 
American History”, ” Great Presidents”,  and more.  
 
Please sign up if you would like to join us … we will plan dates and time to meet at the UUMH at a later date. I hope we 
can gather a group for this offering.     Questions ?  Contact  Merylle-Lee Thompson 945-3860. 
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 HOSTS AND USHERS FEBRUARY & MARCH  

 
Music Committee - February 5  
Ladies’  Lunch - Sue Bauer - February 12  
Worship Service Committee - Dolly Howell - February 19 
Congregation - February 26  
 
Sunday School Parents - March 5  
SGM - Priscilla Smith - March 12  
SGM - Bob Rice - March 19  
Pastoral Care - March 26 
 
A new bird feeder at my house has been found by the birds quite nicely. It reminds me of the response to the food on the 
table in the Fleck Room after church on Sunday. It goes quickly. All those nice plates of goodies. Remember if you run 
short of things to put on the table, there are cookies and such in the cupboard. 
 
Thank you all again for doing such a good job.  
Dolly Howell 

The Gathering Calendar of Events for 2017 

 
Second Monday of the month except in May (3rd Monday) at 7:00 pm 

 
February 13 Movie Night         Sue Bauer’s 
March 13 Game Night          Fleck Room 
April 10 Discussion: “ What did you love to do as a child and how did it influence 
  your choice of a career (or possibly not).”    Fleck Room 
May 15  Yankee Swap-Bring a grocery bag full of stuff and we’ll see who has the 
   best or funniest treasures. Leftovers go to Thrift Shop.   Fleck Room 
June 12  The One Pot Wonder – A cooking demonstration by Mary C.  Mary Chesnut’s 
July, Aug, Sep Osprey Point at 5:30 for Bag Supper     Osprey Point 
October 9 Ice Cream Social       Fleck Room 
November 13 Art of Conversation  - Another  Game Night (lots of laughs!)  Fleck Room 
December 11 A Christmas Gathering       TBD  
 
All women at the Meeting House are invited to join this group. If you do not like to drive at night,  let Charlotte know and 
she will arrange a ride. All ages, all interests, all welcome!!  Join the fun!!   
  

 

Please call Charlotte Edgecombe with questions (508-398-8516) 
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    It is not the knowing that is difficult, but the doing. (Chinese)                        

WIDER UU NEWS 
   
JOIN THE COMMON READ with FPB  
 

First Parish Brewster UU has invited the UUMH to join with their members for a "Common Read Potluck" to take place on 
March 24th from 5:30 to 8:30 PM in their Parish Room. Dinner will be followed by a discussion of Rev. Dr. William Bar-
ber's book, The Third Reconstruction. This "timely" book describes how moral movements can overcome the  
politics of division and fear. 
 

We will not do a clipboard sign-up until after the Valentine potluck on February 11, but for those who wish to start  
reading now, you can purchase the book through the UUA book store (www.uua.org) or get it from Amazon.  
 
This will be wonderful opportunity for our entire UUMH family to join other UUs for great food and discussion. More in-
formation to come. 

WINTER STORM CLOSINGS 
 

We are coming into winter and the possibility of snow or ice which might make getting to the Meeting House  
difficult. The Program Council and the minister have developed a procedure for such times.  Whatever the Meeting House 
does, please decide on your own whether or not to venture out!  
 Sunday Services: If a Sunday service needs to be canceled, the following will occur as soon after 8AM as pos-

sible: 

  An all-wide church email will go out to the congregation 

  The church phone message will announce the change (945-2075) 

  WQRC (99.9 FM) will be notified – we will be part of their closings list 

 

 Other church events on Sundays or during the week. 

  The email and phone message information will remain the same as for  Sunday closings.  

However, WQRC probably will not be called. 

 

PLEASE!!!  Make your own decisions based on your situation. Sunday services will not be canceled unless  
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PEOPLE TO CELEBRATE      
 

February Birthdays 
1 Elsa Bastone 
3 Joyce DeVoe 
4 George Bianculli 
5 Mary Chesnut 
16 Joanne Arnold 
19 Debby Ecker 
19 Juris Ukstins 
20 Debbie Zahka 
25 Luka Eldredge 
25 Linda Redding 
27 Joan Caputo 
27 Barbara Holden 
29 Cheri Armstrong 
 
February Anniversaries 
1 Betty and Bob Twiss 
1 Liz and Dave Van Wye 
 
March Birthdays 
1 Steve Henry 
2 Emma Eldredge 

STOP AND SHOP Cards  

 
Stop and Shop cards are available from Mary Chesnut   

before and after Sunday services.  These are the same as 

cash when you are shopping, but also benefit the Food 

Pantry.   

 

THIRD MONDAY BOOK CLUB 

 

The Third Monday Book Club will meet 
on Monday,  February 20 to discuss The meaning of hu-

man existence by E.O. Wilson. 
Newcomers always welcome, for the year or just for a 
particular book. Call Mary Parsons 432-7194 for more 
information. 

  DIRECTORY CHANGES 
 
Bobbe Bernard’s new address is 1068 Main Street Chat-
ham 02633 
 
   
Please welcome and add Kathy and Tom Cole to your 
Directory 
26 Pleasant Lake Avenue  #2 
Harwich,  MA  02645 
Kathy: Phone 207-730-1954   
             Email: Kathleen.cole4@gmail.com 
Tom: Phone 781-364-5612 

FOOD PANTRY 

   
Non-perishables are always welcome. 
Note that there is now a box attached to the food pantry 
basket which invites your monetary  
donations rather than food if this works for you. All 

UUMH LIBRARY 

 
 Remember to check out the UUMH li-
brary off in the corner of the Fleck Room. 
Lots of thoughtful and  
thought-provoking books are available 
for loan. Just sign the card in the back 
and leave it in the small box nearby and 
then read away for two weeks! 

    UUMH  ITEMS FOR SALE 
 
UUMH bumper stickers, great on cars, cookie jars, all 
sorts of creative places! Only $2.50. On sale during Cof-
fee Hour. See Beth Avery. 
 
Also on sale for $2.50 are copies of the  20/30  
Anniversary Commemorative booklet. 
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UU Members on the March for Woman and Humanity 

 

 

Top right: Eric Riles and Greg Heyl in Puerto 
Rico; right center: Jacqueline Schwab, and 
friends; left top, left center and left bottom; 

scenes from the Boston march; bottom right: Jan 
Young, Edmund Robinson, Judy Reed, and Joe 
Zahka at the Vigil for Hope and Unity on the 
night of the inauguration 
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