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 “NEWS FROM THE HILL” 
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by the UU Meeting House of 
Chatham. 
Editor:  Susan Bauer 
Layout Editor: Susan Bauer 
Publisher: Karen Murdoch 
_________________________ 
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    _____________________ 
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next month is THURSDAY 
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Sue Bauer: Ralphb1234@cs.com 

 

 

     

 

    
Everyone welcome at the annual UUMH Welcome Back 
Pot Luck  on Wednesday September 26 at 4:00 PM at 
Ministers Point in North Chatham at Dolly Howell’s 
home.  (Note start time—it gets dark earlier!) 
Sign up on Sundays! 
 
Bring a chair and a dish to share, enjoy old friends and 
new, revel in the spectacular view, and maybe sing a song 
or two! Remember it is right on the water, so a sweater 
might be a good idea. 
 
 
Directions from the Meeting House: 
 Crowell Road to right on Stony Hill Road. Cross 
Route 28 and continue on Stony Hill which will become 
Scatteree Road. Follow Scatteree until it turns left and 
there you are. #224 is the only house on the right, right at 
that turn. Park on the lawn. 
  

Hope to see all of you there to help kick off another  
exciting year at the Meeting House.  Any questions, call 
Joan Konopka at 945-2141. 
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 Board of Trustees 
Joan Caputo, President 
Margaret Tompsett, Vice President 
Joe Zahka, Treasurer 
 At large members: 
Bonnie Brydges 
Robin Hubbard 
Joan Konopka 
Judy Reed 
  
Program Council 
Sue Bauer, Chair 

STAFF MEMBERS 
 
MINISTER: 
    Rev. Edmund Robinson 
 edmuund@gmail.com  
MUSIC DIRECTOR:  
    Frank Toppa 
 ftoppa440@gmail.com 
UUYOUth: 
     Gail Eldredge 
              Gail.eldredge@gmail.com 
COMMUNICATION COORD.: 
    Karen Murdoch 
chathamuu@gmail.com 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY: 
     Melissa Clayton uumh@uumh.net 

VISION STATEMENT 
   
We, the members and friends of the 
UUMH, strive: 
    To apply UU principles in our daily  
living, social actions, and community  
service; 
    To nurture a safe community that  
encourages intellectual, spiritual, and  
religious freedom and celebrates all the 
passages of life; 
    To welcome diversity and pluralism as 
essential for our connection with all  
humanity; 
    To provide fellowship, friendship, and 
fun, and to support a creative artistic and 
musical environment;  
    To sustain and promote a vital religious 
and spiritual lifespan education program.   

      
       A MONTH OF SUNDAYS 
  

 September 2   Work, Purpose, and Fulfillment     
      Rev. Edmund Robinson 
 
 How does the work we do define who we are?  Many of us ask this 
 question as we go through the life- change of retirement.  A Labor 
 Day reflection. 
 
September  9    Don’t Forget to Celebrate – and Laugh  
      Rev. Dave Johnson 
 
 Dave’s message dovetails with the 10th Anniversary Celebration 
 which will follow the service, marking a decade of my ministry 
 here.  Also, don’t forget to bring water samples for a Water 
 Communion in the service itself.  And welcome back to the Sunday 
 School children! 
 
September  16   Friendship, Fellowship and Fun  
      Rev. Edmund Robinson 
 
 The founding generation of the Meeting House set forth a vision 
 statement saying we strive to “provide fellowship, friendship, and 
 fun and to support a creative, artistic and musical environment.  How 
 are we doing? 
 
September 23   The Fierce Urgency of Now 
      Rev. Edmund Robinson 
 
 Are we fighting the same battles the Dr. King fought in the 1960s?  
 How is this different?  Does any struggle for justice ever stay won? 
 
September 30    Hellfire and Hypocrisy 

      Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 A letter-writer in the Cape Cod Times asks a pertinent question in 

 regard to pedophile priests:  how can men who preach fear of eternal 

 hellfire  to deter the laypeople from sin, commit such egregious sins 

 themselves?  Do they not believe in the hellfire they preach? 

 

WHO’S PREACHING 
 
Dave Johnson was interim minister at the Meeting House in 2007-8. He has 
served many congregations as settled and as interim minister.    
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Sightings 
 

the Rev. Edmund Robinson 
 
 

One of the President’s lawyers said in a TV interview recently that “truth isn’t truth.”  The subject under discussion was 
whether the president would consent to be interviewed by attorneys for the special counsel.  The TV interviewer had said, 
in effect, what does he have to fear if he tells the truth?  This evoked the response from the lawyer “truth isn’t truth.” 
This resulted in a wonderful parody in the Washington Post in which the opinion writer went on to extrapolate what Mr. 
Giuliani was saying into the philosophical position known as solipsism: “Nothing is real but me.”   And of course there are 
all kinds of philosophical depths to the word truth.  At his trial before Pontius Pilate as related in the Gospel of John, Jesus 
is quoted as asking the question, “what is truth?”  
 
Ask five witnesses to the same event what happened and you’ll get at least five versions of the story.  Psychologists say that 
the process of relating a witness’s memory of what happened is not like taking a film out of the archive and projecting it 
again.  Each time the story is told, it is re-invented.  And yet we have practical notions of truth which we rely on every day 
despite the vague rise of perception and memory. 
 
Many UU churches affirm every Sunday that “the quest for truth is our sacrament.”  We hold truth in high regard, but we 
recognize it as a quest, not as an absolute.  There is no God’s-eye account of things.  Each person that speaks does so from 
his own social location, interest, prejudices, and point of view. 
 
But these grand philosophical notions are probably not what Mr. Giuliani had in mind in that now famous pronouncement 
“Truth isn’t truth.”  He was thinking about the headaches he would have trying to put out the fires set by his client if he let 
the adverse lawyer question him.  Every lawyer who has ever worked in an adversary environment has had the experience 
of putting a client on the witness stand thinking she is going to say one thing and hearing something entirely different  
coming from her mouth. 
 
It’s not deep philosophy, it’s just magical thinking, the kind of thinking that lawyers often entertain even when we know 
better.  We wish that truth were not truth or that our clients were more capable of deciding what their truth was and sticking 
to it.  We wish that petard by which they are hoist is not a petard or that prison bars are not prison bars.  But if we are doing 
our job representing the client, we don’t confuse those wishes with reality. 
 
 
Blessings, 
 
Edmund  
 

MORE FROM EDMUND 

 September 9 10th Anniversary Celebration.  A brief event after the Sunday service will mark my decade of service here.  
The choir and the Jug Band will have musical offerings and there will be cake.  If you want to serve on a task force to help 
plan this, please see me. 
 

Workshop: Letter From A Birmingham Jail. The Nauset Interfaith Fellowship is urging congregations in the area to 

study Dr.King’s seminal writing as a marker of where we are in the struggle against racism.  I’ll be preaching on the subject 

Sept. 22, and would invite anyone who wants to participate in a workshop here.  I am suggesting at least three 90- minute 

sessions Monday Sept. 10th, 17th and 24th from 4:30 to 6 in the Annex.  I will have a sign- up sheet at services Sept. 2. 



UUMH NEWSLETTER         4                        SEPTEMBER 2018  

    Strangers are just friends waiting to happen.  

                   HELP WANTED…...LOTS OF OPPORTUNITIES 

 
Committees are what make the Meeting House run. They provide the programs which make you want to join in  and have 
fun.  There are several opportunities for you to get involved—as much or as little as you wish to do. Meet new people, 
make new friends, feel like you have accomplished something wonderful and useful. Some of these groups need a chair, 
all of them welcome members.  Each listing includes a person to contact to say yes or to get info. 
 
Program Council:  Needs a Chair. Janice Bianculli has had to resign due to health issues.  Call Joan Caputo 508-776-0319 

Learning for Life needs a chair and members. Call Joan Caputo 

 Help plan interesting speakers and programs on current issues as well as issues of interest  to us all 

Social Justice needs members. Call Joan Caputo 

Congregate House needs a co-chair and helpers. Call Jackie Hebert-Beale 945-2131 

 This outreach program prepares and serves a Sunday meal every other month to those at the Congregate House 

Building and Grounds need members. Call Ralph Bauer 508-274-6380 or Joe Zahka  978-995-8964 

 Tinker, garden, fix things….anything to help UUMH look good physically 

Publicity needs a chair, members, and a fresh start. Call Edmund Robinson  945-2075 

Social Activities needs a co-chair and members. Call Joan Konopka 945-2141 

 

HOPE THERE IS SOMETHING THERE TO PIQUE YOUR INTEREST.   JUMP RIGHT IN!! 

                         UUYouth 
 

  
We are looking forward to a new Sunday School year. The UUYouth are growing wiser and more 
talented each year. I can’t wait to see how they have expanded their horizons over the summer. 
 
Dorria and Gail are putting their heads together to create a unique and exciting program for the  
2018 – 2019 school year. We anticipate adding at least two new, but familiar, faces to our small group. 
We will be following some of our tried and true traditions and adding some new elements to our activities. 
 
If anyone would like to offer their time and creativity to the RE program, please contact Gail, 508-776-3760 or email: 
gail.eldredge@gmail.com.  

mailto:gail.eldredge@gmail.com
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         HOSTS AND USHERS  SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER    
  
   

Thank you all for stepping in this summer to provide welcoming  refreshments after the service. As one who finds Sundays 
in the summer to be family time, I appreciate people stepping in for these responsibilities. It has come to my attention that 
frequently it is the same people as they are on many committees so their names come up often. Think about joining one of 
these committees!  (See page 4!!) 
 
September 2 - Music Committee - Joan Caputo 
September 9 - Learning for Life and Social Justice – Joan Caputo 
September 16 - SGM - Sue Bauer 
September 23 - SGM - Bob Rice 
September 30 – SGM - Mary Parsons 

 
October 7 - Congregation 
October 14 - Membership - Barbara Blanchard 
October 21 - Board of Trustees - Joan Caputo 
October 28 – Finance - Joe Zahka 
 
Dolly Howell 

    
           SOCIAL JUSTICE & LEARNING FOR LIFE 
 
Social Justice and LFL will meet on Wednesday, September 12 at The Woodlands, 120 Woodlands Way Brewster, MA 
10am. This is the home of Jarvis McMillan who co-chairs this committee. 
Anyone interested in either – or both – of these committees are welcome to attend 

  

          CONGREGATE HOUSE 
     

 The next Congregate House Supper will be September 16 from 3:30 to 6:00pm. We will need 2 helpers 
to assist. Please call Jackie Beale at 508-945-2131 or 508-221-1557 if you are able to help. 
 
Barbara Waters is moving off Cape.  We will greatly miss her knowledge and cooking skills. We have worked 
together for 2+ years and she has always been supportive. 
 
Our wishes to Barbara for an enjoyable transition. Thank you Barbara for all you have done in your work for the 
UUMH and especially the Congregate House Meals on Sundays. 
Wishing her well in her new venture. Thank you Barbara and safe travels. 
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                       THE GATHERING 
 
  The group has created a schedule for the year’s meetings with the understanding that everything is flexible!!  Here are 
the next two months. All women at the Meeting House are welcome to join us and rides are happily provided to anyone 
who hesitates to drive after dark. 
 
 September  10    This will be our last Osprey Point visit this year.  5:30PM.   Bring a chair and a brown bag supper.    

DIRECTIONS TO OSPREY POINT:   Take Forest Beach Road off Route 28 in South Chatham. Go 

about ¾ mile and take a left onto Bayview Road. Go about 500’ and up the hill to what we call “Osprey 

Point.” 

  
 October  8 We will have a classic movie night in the Fleck Room. Popcorn included!! 

      BOARD OF TRUSTEES NEWS 
 

New Board Member Joan Konopka provided the following short bio.  
 
I joined the UU church in 1997 as their philosophy of inclusion fit well with my spiritual beliefs. Recently widowed after 
a 60 year marriage where-in we had 3 daughters and 4 grandchildren, all of whom were raised in Chatham. I owned and 
operated the first Natural Foods store in Chatham while my children were young and sometime later returned to school 
and received a B.S. in Nursing and Health Care Management. I worked at Cape Cod Hospital for 27 years, first in 
Medical-surgery and then in psychiatric care where I taught relaxation and stress management to staff and patients. Now 
retired to pursue new interests. “We don’t stop playing because we grow old. We grow old because we stop 
playing.” (George Bernard Shaw)  

   

                           IN MEMORIAM 
 

       Lee Fuller  
       1924-2018 

 
                 Service  September 2,  3PM 
       At UUMH 

   

  IN MEMORIAM 
  
     Fran Jones  
      1930-2018  
 

  Service was held August 17 
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         Friends are the bacon bits in the salad of life.              

      

 
 
  THRIFT SHOP NEWS 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The thrift shop season is about to come to an end.  Our doors will close at the end of the day on September 14th.  As 
always, it has been a season of challenges to keep it running smoothly with enough workers and plenty of donations, 
as well as handling the behind the scenes work such as meetings, advertising, purchasing supplies and display racks, 
working extra hours when the shop was closed, and researching the value of special items, etc. Both of us are very 
pleased with the results and are so happy that we have been able, this year, to make this contribution to the Meeting 
House.   Joyce DeVoe & Liz Sjogren 
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         Child Dedication 

         Ruth Treen 
August Musician extraordinaire 

Betsy Reed, daughter of Judy 
Reed, speaking on Investigative 
Journalism 



UUMH NEWSLETTER         9                        SEPTEMBER 2018  

PEOPLE TO CELEBRATE      
   
September Birthdays 
 
2 Dorria Marsh 
2 Thadd Eldredge 
4 Betty Twiss 
6 Thelma Dykens 
8 Jean Mangiafico 
12 Gail Eldredge 
16 Carolyn Ormond  
18 Gene Pickett 
18 Bob Twiss 
20 Karen Nickerson 
20 Isabelle Needel 
21 Margaret Tompsett 
21 David Veach 
26 John DaSilva 
28 Rick Pike 
29 Stephen Davol 
 

September Anniversaries 
 
22 Naomi Turner and David Veach 
29 Sue and Rick Pike 

    JOYS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS     
 
Frank Toppa will be the new Music Teacher at 
Chatham Elementary School!!! He is excited by both 
the position and the freedom from a long commute to 
Belmont every week. We are thrilled to have him close 
by! And the school is super lucky to have him! 
 
Absolutely spectacular benefit concert at the Drama 
Guild, conceived by Eric Riley and performed by Eric 
and four friends, including our own Dana McCoy. The 
energy was overwhelming, the sold-out audiences 
more than appreciative, and the benefitting non-profits 
well worth supporting. Thanks Eric, Dana, and 
Company!! 
 
     Rood Cheron was named to the 7th Grade Honor 
Roll at Monomoy Middle School. 

         STOP AND SHOP CARDS 
 
Stop and Shop cards are available from Mary Chesnut  

before and after Sunday services.  These are the same 

as cash when you are shopping, but also benefit the 

Food Pantry.   

       BOOK CLUB 

The Third Monday Book Club will 

meet in the Annex on Monday 

September  17 to discuss Bill 

Browder’s book Red Notice. 

All welcome for one book or the whole year! Call 

Mary Parsons for more info at 432-7194 

     FOOD PANTRY   

Non-perishables are always welcome. 
Note that there is  a box attached to the food  
pantry basket which invites your monetary donations 
rather than food if this works for you. All money will 
go directly to the Food Pantry. 

    LADIES LUNCH 
 
 After a summer hiatus, Ladies Lunch will resume on 
September 12 at noon at the 400 Restaurant in East 
Harwich. 
The group meets on the 2nd Wednesday of each 
month.  Please call Sue Bauer 945-3264 to put your 
name on the list. (If you have attended before, I have 
your email.)  It’s a casual fun lunch with separate 
checks. 


