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 “NEWS FROM THE HILL” 
is published monthly year round 

by the UU Meeting House of 

Chatham. 

Editor:  Susan Bauer 

Layout Editor: Susan Bauer 

Publisher: Jan Young 

_________________________ 

SUNDAY SERVICES are 

 held at 10:30 AM each week. 

    _____________________ 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  

next month is THURSDAY, 

October 20. Send items to  

Sue Bauer: Ralphb1234@cs.com 
 

 

  

 

JOIN THE CELEBRATION 

 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 2 AT 10:30 
 

   
UUMH will enjoy a members’ celebration of two  

important milestones in our history:    

 

The 20th Anniversary of moving into our home, the 

UUMH at 819 Main Street    

   

    And  

 

The 30th Anniversary of the UU Fellowship which grew 

into UUMH 

 

Thank our Founding Members for what they 

 accomplished, and for the decisions they made to get us     

from THERE to HERE.  

 

Our guest, the Rev. Jim Robinson, will no doubt inspire 

us to build on those acts of courage and determination as 

we move into the future.  
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 Board of Trustees 
Beth Avery, President 
Bob Rice, Vice President 
Dolly Howell, Secretary 
Joe Zahka, Treasurer 
     At large members: 

Bonnie Brydges 
Danielle Jeanloz 
Judy Reed 
 

Program Council 

Sue Bauer, Chair 

STAFF MEMBERS 

 

MINISTER: 

    Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 edmuund@gmail.com  

MUSIC DIRECTOR:  

    Frank Toppa 

 ftoppa440@gmail.com 

UUYOUth: 

     Gail Eldredge 

              gailandterry@c4.net 

COMMUNICATION COORD.: 

     Jan Young  uumh@uumh.net 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: 

     Melissa Clayton uumh@uumh.net 

 SEXTON:  

     Ralph Bauer 

       ralphb1234@cs.com 

VISION STATEMENT 
   
We, the members and friends of the 
UUMH, strive: 
    To apply UU principles in our daily  
living, social actions, and community  
service; 
    To nurture a safe community that  
encourages intellectual, spiritual, and  
religious freedom and celebrates all the 
passages of life; 
    To welcome diversity and pluralism as 
essential for our connection with all  
humanity; 
    To provide fellowship, friendship, and 
fun, and to support a creative artistic and 
musical environment;  
    To sustain and promote a vital religious 
and spiritual lifespan education program.   

      

   A MONTH OF SUNDAYS 
 

 
October 2      UUMH 20/20 Anniversary Celebration    
   Rev. Jim Robinson and Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 
 We will celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the founding of the UU 
 Meeting House, and the 30th Anniversary of the founding of the 
 Chatham UU Fellowship.  Rev. Jim Robinson, the former minister at 
 First Parish Brewster, will preach about the seeds he helped plant, 
 and some founding members will share their memories. 
 

October 9     A Lie We Tell About the Truth        Rev.  Dave Monroe 

 

October 16     The Garden of Eden and the Tree of Knowledge 

                     Rev. Dr. Barbara Whittaker-Johns 

 

 Some take the story of The Garden of Eden in the Bible literally, and 

 as implying that obedience to authority trumps human knowing.  A 

 deeper reading of the story invites us to reflect on the sacred power 

 of human knowing – in its biological and cultural evolution, in its 

 development through the stages of our lives.  And such sacredness 

 calls us to open, with courage, to what we do know, and to use the 

 power of knowledge for good. Or, as Joni Mitchell wrote in earlier 

 turbulent times, "You know, life is for learning" (Woodstock).  

 

October 23     There’s an App For That!       Rev. Edmund Robinson 

 
 The word “app” is short for application, and it seems that in the 
 world of high technology, someone has devised an app to do almost 
 anything anyone could want.  Are there problems that apps can’t fix? 
 

October 30     Make a UU Turn!              Rev. Edmund Robinson 
 

 The bumper sticker that our President Beth Avery devised inspires 
 me to talk about turning, as the leaves turn and the world turns.  The 
 ancient Celts considered this the time when the year turned, and they 
 called it Samhain. 
 

 
 

 



UUMH NEWSLETTER         3                          OCTOBER 2016 

  

 

Sightings  

            the Rev. Edmund Robinson 
 

 The Buddha maintained that much of our unhappiness and suffering is due to two aspects of reality: (1) 
everything is in flux and nothing is permanent, (2) but our imaginations and ideas tend to remain fixed, so we are 
always using these fixed ideas to deal with changing reality. 
 
 Jacqueline and I have just moved and we found ourselves recreating the house we had just left in the new 
quarters, even though the two houses are very different.  Following on the change of house, I have had to get a 
new cell phone and a new car.  But the new models I got are just later models of the ones I had. 
 
 The Board of Trustees held a retreat today to consider the issue of sustainability: how can the Meeting 
House survive with deaths and departures of its members?  The tendency is to approach questions like this with 
the mindset, “we just need to do a better job of what we have been doing.”  But suppose the landscape for a liber-
al church has changed so much that we need to be something radically different?  Suppose the whole concept of 
church has lost its appeal for whole generations now coming into their own? 
 
 What we need in a situation of radical change is adaptive thinking.  Evolution teaches us that organisms 
who don’t adapt to changes in their environments are headed for extinction.  What can we do to adapt to the new 
realities in the “elbow” of Cape Cod? 
 
 The Board today showed a refreshing willingness to think outside the box.  Many ideas, small and grand, 
tumbled forth.  We will be doing research on these in the coming weeks and months. 
 
 Let us rise to meet challenging times! 
 
Blessings, 
Edmund 

 

  
 
  
 
  
 

 

 More from Edmund 

 

UU 101   I will be offering an introduction to Unitarian Universalism  on Sunday, October 30, after  
coffee hour.  Sandwiches will be provided, and we’ll be using the new Seekers Issue of the UU World, 
specifically designed to give people an introduction to our faith.  The class is free and signups are  
encouraged the weekend before, but drop-ins are allowed. 
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     Keep your eyes on the stars and your feet on the ground.( T. Roosevelt) 

  UUYOUth 
   

 On September 11, 2016, 6 children registered for our RE Program. The congregation welcomed us with open arms. 
In the Annex, we all got to know each other using a “get to know you” exercise that revealed, amongst other things, that 
there are more green / hazel eyed people in our Sunday School than blue or brown eyed people. We learned about what 
we had in common as well as about our differences. 
 
Frank began our weekly music sessions after church attendant with much singing, jumping, singing, dancing, singing, 
laughing and singing. 
 
On September 18th the participants (including 2 more students) interviewed each other to learn that two students love 
winter for the cold; one student loves summer for the hot and one would like a hedgehog for a pet. 
Many thanks to Deb Zahka and Charlotte Edgecombe for up stepping to the plate to join me at the Annex and welcome to 
Barbara Blanchard who will be joining our RE team.  During the month of October we are going to ask various UUMH 
members to speak individually with the children to continue our “getting to know you” experiences. 
 
COMING UP: 
We will be constructing a bookcase for one member of one of the Habitat families and will be asking for donations of 
specific books to fill the bookcase prior to presenting it to the family in the spring of 2017. We will let you all know how 
this is going to work as we get closer to the construction dates. 
 
Thank you all for your support. 
Gail Eldredge 

            IN MEMORIAM 

 

  

           ELLEN COWAN   

 

                 1932-2016 
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   GATHERING 
  
  On Monday October 10 The Gathering will be meeting in the Fleck Room to plan our calendar for the year. Please bring 

your ideas and a dessert to share. We hope to see some new faces to share our desserts, lively conversations and laughter. 

For more information about the UUMH Women’s Group, call Charlotte Edgecombe at 508-398-8516 

     
  MUUGS and LADIES’ LUNCH 

 
Both Muugs and Ladies Lunch have moved!  Men who would like to join the group for breakfast will now do so at the 
Fairway in Eastham. Women are now meeting at the 400 East in Harwich.  To get more information or to get on the email 
lists for these fun gatherings, call Ralph or Sue Bauer at 945-3264. 

 Who’s Preaching this Month 

 
 David Monroe graduated from Perkins School of Theology at Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas and served  
several Methodist Parishes in  Texas. Later he did Institutional Chaplaincy in New York State for 38 years. For 25 years 
of that time he was Director of Pastoral Care at Middletown Psychiatric Center, Middletown, NY.  He served as part 
time minister of the Unitarian Universalist Church in Middletown, NY from 1983 to 2003 and was voted  Minister 
Emeritus of that church in 2004.  He and his wife Eileen, who split their time between Brewster and Scottsdale, AZ, 
have three children and 3 three grandchildren.  

  
Rev. Dr. Barbara Whittaker-Johns is a Unitarian Universalist parish minister, having served churches in Arlington, 
MA and Amherst, MA, and having had a previous career in special education. She grew up in Maine, studied at Harvard  
Divinity School and interned at First Parish Brewster.  She is married to Frank Toppa, our Music Director, and they have 
one adult son, Isaac Toppa.  Since 1984 Barbara has been a leader in the Institute on Religion in an Age of  Science 
(IRAS) and currently devotes much of her professional energy to serving as IRAS' President.  
 

      

THRIFT SHOP FINALS 

 
Thanks to the incredibly hard work of Mary Chesnut, Debbie Zahka, and their volunteers, the Thrift Shop ended the 
2016 season with $25,300 to supplement the operating funds of the Meeting House. Thanks also to all who donated their 
treasures and bought more treasures to take home with them!  A job WELL DONE. 
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  Act as if what you do makes a difference. It does. (William James) 

  

     Hosts and Ushers October-November 
  
Worship Service Committee - Dolly Howell - October 2  
Music Committee - Joan Caputo - October 9  
SGM  - Liz Sjogren - October 16  
SGM - Barbara Rothenburger - October 22  
Congregation - October 29  
 
Sunday School Parents - November 6  
SGM  – Priscilla Smith  - November 13  
SGM - Bob Rice - November 20   
Pastoral Care - Ann Diggs - November 27  
 
We are truly into fall.  Time seems to get away from us as the weather continues to be awesome!  Hopefully it will stay 
with us through November. We are now down in the Fleck Room which means coffee and goodies. For those of you who 
are new at this task, Ralph sets the coffee up on a timer so it is ready for serving. (Thank you, Ralph.) There is one  
container for hot water for tea. The hosts will bring small containers of milk and half & half and things to have with the  
coffee. The church provides supplies in the cupboard if need be, and juice and water is also provided for those who prefer 
cold rather than warm drinks.  Coming to church at 10:00 allows for time to set up the table and check supplies.  Please 
leave kitchen the way you find it. Take things home with you or throw out the leftovers as they tend to go bad or pile up 
which it harder for the next group that follows you. 
 
As always, thanks for the help. 
Dolly Howell 

  SEPTEMBER POT LUCK 
  
Many thanks to Dolly Howell for a wonderful location for our Welcome Back Pot Luck. Many thanks also to Mary  
Parsons, Social Activities chair, for planning it all  and working to make it happen.  And thanks to Edmund for his fun 
music.   
  
  

 . 
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PEOPLE TO CELEBRATE      
 

  October Birthdays 
 

2 Robin Hubbard 
3 Priscilla Smith 
4 Kim Howard 
7 Terry Eldredge 
8 Susan Nettleton 
10 Jan Young 
11 Dolly Howell 
12 Nancy Taft 
13 Lee Fuller 
14 Barbara Birch 
15 Bud Brown 
18 Dick Eccles 
24 Sue Bauer 
25 Stephania McClennen 
26 Melissa Clayton 
26 Kara Howard 
30 Ed Mangiafico 
 
October Anniversary 

 
9 Adele Gorelick & Jill Karpf 

STOP AND SHOP Cards  

 
Stop and Shop cards are available from Mary Chesnut   

before and after Sunday services.  These are the same 

as cash when you are shopping, but also benefit the 

Food Pantry.   

 

THIRD MONDAY BOOK CLUB 

 

The Third Monday Book Club will meet 
on Monday  October 17 at 10:30 AM.. The book to be 
discussed is One thousand white women by Jim  
Fergus. Newcomers always welcome, for the year or 
just for a particular book. Call Mary Parsons 432-
7194 for more information.. 

JOYS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 

 On Saturday, October 29, at 7:00 pm and on  
Sunday, the 30th, at 3:00 pm,  Sing Ye a Joyful 

Song by our Ann MacDonald Diers will be  
performed by the Chatham Chorale Chamber 
Singers at the Brewster Baptist Church.  This is a 
work for choir, brass and organ commissioned by 
the New England Chapter of the American Guild 
of Organists.    

     FOOD PANTRY 

   
Non-perishables are always welcome. 
Note that there is now a box attached to the food  
pantry basket which invites your monetary 
donations rather than food if this works for 
you. All money will go directly to the Food 
Pantry. 

LET US KNOW….. 

 
The Pastoral Care Team delights in celebrating  
birthdays and anniversaries by sending cards to  
members and friends. From their list, we prepare the 
People to Celebrate part of each Newsletter. We would 
love to add your name to our list!!  Wouldn’t it be 
great to have others celebrate your special day with 
friends?  Please call Jan (945-2075) or Sue Bauer  
(945-3264) with your birthday or anniversary. 

 A REQUEST 

If, at the end of your gardening season, you have  
extra cucumbers or green tomatoes, please call  
Charlotte Edgecombe 508-398-8516. She has great 
plans for them!  Thanks. 


